Breaking Free—A Divided Heart
	
As we strive to become godly men, we need to understand that we cannot allow anything to come between us and God.  In this month’s Breaking Free, I want to talk about how to break free from a divided heart.    It is our responsibility not to allow our heart to be divided.   What does this mean?  It is wanting my will and my way.  It is putting my pleasure and enjoyment before God.  It means I allow other things in my life to compete with God and my relationship with Him.    

	This is a concept God made me look at and face in my life a few years ago.  I have always had a heart for God.  I wanted to follow and serve Him.  However  I was not 100% sold out.  My heart was divided.  Because of my many physical problems and the abuse in my past, I never felt I was a real man.  I would always be pursuing things to help me feel like one.  I desired a fancy car, high tech electronic equipment, and a successful career.  I obsessively followed sports, and video games ruled my free time.   I wanted a huge ministry and the approval of others.  My relationship with God shared time with these other interests, and usually God got the leftovers.

	God began to show me my heart was divided.  He wanted me facing and dealing with my manhood issues, not running from them and burying myself in other things.  I had to make a decision:  was I going to continue allowing my heart to be divided or follow God wholeheartedly?  Was I going to settle for a little of God or a lot of what I liked?  I chose to leave the other things, let God work inside of me, and follow Him.  I no longer have to prove I am a real man because I know I have become a godly man.  I could not be the man I am today or have the ministry I have if I had not faced my divided heart.

As God’s sons, we need to look at our hearts and determine if our heart is divided.  We need to ask ourselves these questions.  Do I have a divided heart?  When did my heart become divided?  What caused the division?  Is it because I still want part of the world?  What attracts me to the world?  Do I think I am missing life?    What is dividing me and God?  What must be cleansed from my heart?  What desires must go so I am sold out before God?  What do I have to give up in order to give my heart, body and soul completely to God?

An excellent example of someone in the Bible who had a divided heart was Saul.  He wanted to serve God, but he put his will first and not God’s will.  He never fully followed nor obeyed Him.   Saul preferred the world’s ways.  He wanted to do whatever he wanted.  As a result, he lost everything. The prophet Samuel’s heart was not divided.  He followed God wholeheartedly.  Joshua also understood what it means to have an undivided heart.  He wanted God’s will in his life.  He point blank said to the Israelites   “As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord.”  Joshua lived a life geared to doing whatever he could do for God.  His heart wasn’t divided.  He wanted God and God’s will in his life.  Caleb wholeheartedly followed God no matter what.  He was a mighty warrior--first on his knees and then in action.  The other Israelites were undecided.  They knew what was right; they knew what God wanted from them.  But they had divided hearts.  They wanted what they wanted.   Their will came first, not God. 

We have to examine ourselves.  Whose will is more important—your will or God’s will?  What are we willing to give up for God?  What are we willing to separate ourselves from for God?  What part of you, your heart, are you willing to give up for God and His work?

This article is to get us to examine ourselves so we can decide to totally commit ourselves to God.  Search your heart until you say with Joshua, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:14-15).”   God is looking for committed men.  How far will you go with God?

  God needs to remove from inside of us everything that is causing a divided heart.  The question presented to each of us is, do we want all of God or just some of Him?   Do you want what God wants in your life?  Are you willing to allow God to change you?

We all must individually decide the depth of our commitment to God.   Do we want all of God or just some of Him?  Do we want a heart that is divided, or will we wholeheartedly serve God?  Will we allow God to make whatever changes are necessary for us to have a heart that is undivided?  It is a choice we all need to make for ourselves.   Be honest with yourself.  You decide the depth of commitment you will have with God.   


 
