APPETITES         WHAT DOES APPETITES HAVE TO DO WITH MONEY?

A few years ago our family went thru a major financial crises.  God used this time to teach us about our APPETITES and how they affect our finances.  We had to analyze ourselves and determine what our appetites were so we wouldn’t go into debt again.  I want to share with you what God taught us. 

WHAT DOES ‘APPETITE’ MEAN?
It is a craving inside the soul that has never been satisfied.  It is striving after or towards some thing.  To seek after.   Something yearned for or longed for that is never filled or satisfied.  So we use a variety of things and ways to fill this craving.  
  
APPETITES operate from our soul, the seat of our emotions, then thru the heart and mind.  It consumes as much of the mind as it can.   We want and want  but nothing satisfies.  So we buy and buy and end up in debt.

ECCLESIASTES 5:10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.

ECCLESIASTES  6:7 All man’s efforts are for his mouth, yet his appetite is never satisfied.

WHAT MAKES US HAVE APPETITES?       WHAT CAUSES THEM?

Some people have APPETITES  from deep ‘NEEDS’ in the soul that  were never met.  So we find ways or things to fill that need.   What kind of needs?  Emotional needs.  Did your parents meet your emotional needs or leave an empty void inside?   Did you have physical restraints that didn’t allow you to be like all the other kids?  Were you poor growing up and others  made fun of you?    There are all kinds of  unfulfilled needs that each one of us have in our soul,  because we live in an imperfect world and were raised by imperfect people.  This is all a part of life.  

Some APPETITES come from trying  to prove to someone else we are better than them.    This can consumes our lives because this inner drive causes the tendency to become a workaholic.  Some allow appetites to take the  place of God.   Things are used to fill the void only God can fill.    Appetites can drive us to buy things we think we missed  growing up.   We convince ourselves we need them.   So we accumulate things.  
Some have appetites as adults because they grew up poor and resolved to never be poor again.  So they work and work to buy and buy more to live extravagantly and usually in debt.
APPETITES, no matter their origin in our soul, wants us to entertain the flesh by keeping busy,
keeping occupied with the things in the world, doing all kinds of activities, working, overeating,  shopping, living for sports, and worshiping the body.  
It makes the flesh desire happiness and we will do whatever it takes to make our flesh happy. 
In today’s world, all these activities and things eat up our money.   So we spend and live beyond our budgets to live in a state of debt.   ROMANS 6:11-14

APPETITES affect our emotions.  The need to get things, buy, do go, brings with it stress, anxiety, worry, fears, jealousy, insecurities, lust, envy, greed, discontentment.   The debt incurred to fill our appetites causes stress, worry, anxiety, and depression.     Matthew 6:25-34 “Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your body, what you will wear.   Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do now sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.   Are you not much more valuable than they?   Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?   And why do you worry about clothes?   See how the lilies of the field grow.   They do not labor or spin.   Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.   If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?   So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”   For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.   But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.   Therefore do not worry about tomorrow will worry about itself.   Each day has enough trouble of its own.”    

HOW DOES ‘APPETITE’ AFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?
It divides our hearts between things of the world and God.  It takes up our time, our devotion, the attention of our mind and thoughts, and zaps our strength.    DEUT. 6:5 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your strength.”  

MATTHEW 22:37 This Scripture instructs us God wants all of us not just parts we can give Him.  We must be careful not to disobey this Scripture.  
Our appetites  consume our money.  MATT. 6:24 No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.
It STEALS family relationships.  Appetites keeps us busy, preoccupied, full of activities that we don’t have time for family or people.     John 10:10 The thief (Satan) comes only to steal and kill and destroy.   I (Jesus) have come that they may have life and have it to the full.

When we have such deep unsatisfied needs, feelings, desires inside our soul, we give ground to the demon ‘APPETITE’.    This demon fragments our mind causing it to divide, to keep  busy, full of activities, be a part of the world and what it offers.   It keeps us living in the past, so we don’t  move on with God and what He wants to do with our lives.  It  then consumes our time, energy and takes our attention away from God.    I’ve been asked the question: “Do  Christians have demonic influences that live inside of them?”  My answer is “Yes”.  What should happen to each of us the day we are saved, born agaib, is to go thru demonic deliverance.    I’ve heard some pastors do this and I have seen it done.  This would enable us to obey Jesus from the very beginning.     The influences inside wouldn’t be able to interfere or lie to us
  
Our undetected appetites cause us to lack self-control.  We don’t trust God concerning money.   So we determine what we do with our money and end up in DEBT.  It keeps the mind busy so we don’t thing about God, His Kingdom, His ways, and His will for our lives.  We think about what we want and what we don’t have.
It keeps the mind and our life busy trying to fulfill desires to fill the needs that are screaming inside of us to be met.

PROVERBS 16:26 The laborer’s appetite works for him; his hunger drives him on.

I JOHN 2:16 For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of the eyes and the boasting of what he has and does - comes not from the Father but from the world.

HOW DO WE GIVE THE DEMON APPETITE  ROOM IN OUR SOUL?
There are actually 2 answers to this question. 
1.  By craving what we don’t have or desiring things we don’t possess.  
ECCLESIASTES 6:7   All the labor of man is for the mouth and yet his appetite is not satisfied.
Solomon was the wealthiest man yet he teaches us nothing satisfied him.  Things, money don’t  fill the needs in our soul.

ECCLES. 2:4-11 “I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards.  I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.  I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.  I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house.  I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces.  I acquired men and women singers and a harem as well - the delights of the heart of man.  I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  In all this my wisdom stayed with me.  I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure.  My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor.  Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.”

2.     Like every other demon, we can inherit it from our ancestors.  Sometimes we have to look at the lives of our parents, grandparents, great grandparents and see what they lived for and what made them happy.  What made them feel good, successful?  How did they spend their money?
What did they do with their time?    How did they spend their money?   We grew up watching and so we imitate their behavior and practices.  God has to cleanse us from their sinful ways and wrong uses of money and develop His ways in us.  Learning from the past is very valuable.  You can see what needs changed inside of you and the direction God needs to take you.

HOW DOES ‘APPETITES’ BECOME SIN IN OUR LIVES?
Romans 6:11-14   “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.   Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.   Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.   For sin shall not be your master because you are not under law but under grace.”  

It causes us to waste our time, energy and money.
It creates lust, greed and discontentment in our lives.
It encourages us to compromise our standards and principles which should be grounded and rooted in God.
It causes us to have deep yearnings for things, maybe even other people’s relationships.
We feel unsatisfied which causes us to sin against God.  We feel He doesn’t provide enough for us or answer our prayers the way we want or for what we want.
We get so afraid we hoard.
It causes fears so  deep inside  we control our lives and don’t allow God to control.  We don’t allow Him to lead and guide us.  We stop trusting Him and we take over thus making wrong choices and buying the wrong things.  We then get into financial trouble and say “God why did you allow this to happen to me?”
The demon appetite can cause us to become disobedient and unsubmissive to God’s will in our lives.

Listed are some questions to help you analyze your areas of APPETITE.
What are my appetites?  What do I live for?  What consumes my time?
What do I have desires for in life?  Are they for God?  This world?  Money?   Clothes?   Sports?   TV?  Cars?  What?  What do I hunger and thirst for deep inside my soul?
What do I set my eyes on?
What does my heart lust after?
What do I spend my time on?
How much of this world do I crave and participate in?  How alive am I to the world and dead to God?  I JOHN 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  
How much of me, my life, my decisions  does God  control?
Why do I have Appetites?  What was my childhood like?  What were my parents like?
How did they spend their money?  What came first in their lives?  What did they live for?
Do I trust God to provide my needs?  Do I have trust issues?  Where did they begin and with what person in my life?
What is ‘APPETITE’ robbing from me and my  life?
How is it deceiving me?   John 8:42-45 
In what ways is it creating havoc in my life?
Has it interfered in developing relationships with others?

ANSWERS:   How do we change?  How do we get rid of our appetites?
Recognize your specific appetites and what you do to fill them.
Confess them to God.   PROVERBS 28:13 “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.”
Ask Him to forgive you.  Ask Him to forgive you for putting them first in your life before Him.
Go thru deliverance to get rid of the demon appetite.  A phone call to 717-545-4550 to pray with Pastor Herritt will rid you of this demon.   You will be free of this demon to follow Jesus.  By doing this, the struggle to overcome will be a little easier.  It won’t totally solve the problem because we made grooves in our brains thru our behavior and actions, but it will take the demonic power away. This  enables the Holy Spirit’s power to change us, lead us, and guide us.
Then the hardest part.  Change your mind and lifestyle by reading the Bible and obeying what it says.   Ask God to lead you in your new financial journey to freedom.    

TITUS 2:11-14   “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.   It teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age.   While we wait for the blessed hope–the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own eager to do what is good.”
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