	Have you ever heard someone else talking about you and they didn’t know you were listening?  This is an awkward situation that many of us have found ourselves in at some point in their lives.  When people talk about you, what do they say?  Do they say you are a good worker, a fun guy, an annoying person, or a loser?  The spectrum of people’s opinions range far and wide.  Often we are told that it doesn’t matter what other people think of us.  This is true to some extent.  However, it is important to have a good reputation to others, especially when you are single.  
	Face it, married guys get a break when it comes to their reputation.  Many times they are dubbed as “a good husband” or “a good father”.  They get defined by the relationships they have and how they relate in these relationships.   Single guys get no breaks.  We have to make sure we live the life of a godly man so we can have a good reputation.  What do I mean? Let’s look at the life of Boaz to see what I mean.
	Last month we discussed that Boaz lived in the period of Israel’s history known as “The Judges”.  This was the time just after Israel had taken possession of their Promised Land.  Joshua, their righteous leader, had just died.  This was not Israel’s greatest moment in history. The people of Israel decided to serve the gods of the Canaanites instead of following the One True God, the God Who had freed them from their slavery in Egypt and kept them safe as they passed through the desert.  He was the God Who constantly forgave their rebellion and showed them kindness and mercy.  They abandoned their God and followed the sinful and evil ways of their neighbors’. 
 As a result, God was forced to send enemies against them to get them to turn back to Him.  This would work for awhile, but then the people went back to following the example of the people living around them.  They partied the way the Canaanites partied.  They had inappropriate sexual relationships just like their neighbors did.  They were dishonest in their business dealings.  They stopped trying to live for God and just did what they saw around them.  The Bible says “everyone did what was right in their own eyes.”  As a result, they experienced separation from God.  
	Boaz lived and worked in these circumstances.  However, he wasn’t like the rest of the people.  He was different.  He lived a righteous life before God.  He loved God and lived to please Him.  He followed God’s commandments.  He was a rare man in his day.  Boaz stood out from the crowd.  He was known as a different type of man.  How do we know this?  We see it in what people said about him when he wasn’t listening.
	The first mention of Boaz is in Ruth 2:1.   Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Bethlehem named Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech  (Ruth 2:1 NLT).   Boaz was honest in his business dealings.   He ran his business with integrity.  People trusted Boaz, so they were willing to do business with him.  As a result, He prospered and became a wealthy and influential man.
	What is your reputation like at work?  Do people want to do business with you, or do they shy away from you, fearful of being cheated?  Are you fair, honest, and just in your business dealings?  Do people know they will be happy and satisfied after working with you?  Do your boss and co-workers know that you are a good worker who can be trusted with responsibility?  We need to become men like Boaz who have stellar reputations in our business dealings.
The next time we see someone describe Boaz is in Ruth 2:20.  Ruth had just returned from gathering grain to help feed her and her mother-in-law.  When Naomi saw the huge amount of grain Ruth had picked, she immediately asked where Ruth had gleaned.  Ruth replied she went to Boaz’s field.  She relayed how Boaz had spoken to her and made sure she was kept safe and protected.  Naomi’s response to Ruth provides us with more insight into Boaz’ reputation.   20 "The LORD bless him!" Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. "He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.”
He showed kindness to the poor and the needy.
	Notice I highlighted the word stopped.  Boaz lived in a time when everyone else did whatever they wanted without giving thought to how it affected others.  However, he didn’t live that way.  He still carried on the Israelite tradition of taking care of widows and orphans.  He continued to allow them to pick food free to feed themselves.  Boaz had a reputation of being kind and generous.
	Can the same be said about you?  When people look at you, do they see a man who is kind to the less fortunate?  Do they say, “Wow he is a generous man”?   Or do they say, “What a cheapskate!”?   Are you generous with your time?   Does your family know they can ask your for help and you will help at the drop of a hat’s notice?  Are you generous with your feelings and emotions?   A godly man should be kind and generous just like Boaz.
	Naomi’s praise of Boaz didn’t stop there.  Ruth told her that Boaz had asked her to come back and pick again in his fields.  Naomi responded…"It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with his girls, because in someone else's field you might be harmed. (Ruth 2:22)".
	Boaz was known as a trustworthy man who would care for and protect women.  He respected woman and made sure they were kept safe as they worked in his fields.  The same could not be said of the surrounding Israelite farms.  In these fields, women were harassed, abused, and raped.  Boaz did not allow any such thing in his fields.  He treated women with dignity and respect.  He protected them and kept them safe, and he provided their needs.
	What is your reputation as a single man?  Do women see you as a player who uses them to satisfy his ego?  Do they look at you as a user, or do they see you as a man they can trust and depend upon?  Do the women you date know you will never ask them to do things physically with which they are uncomfortable?  Do women feel safe and secure around you, or do they feel vulnerable and on guard?  Are they comfortable with language you use?  Do they feel uncomfortable watching the tv shows or movies you watch?  Boaz sets a great example for us of how we should treat women.   
	The final area of Boaz’s reputation I want us to examine is that he was a dependable man.  We see this in chapter 3 of Ruth.  At Naomi’s request, Ruth went to Boaz and asked him to be her kinsman-redeemer.  Basically, this meant he was the closest relative to Ruth.  According to Israelite law, the closest relative was supposed to marry the widow so she could have a child to carry on her deceased husband’s legacy.    However, when Ruth approached Boaz, she was surprised to learn that he wasn’t actually the closest kinsman-redeemer.  Another man was in line ahead of him.   Boaz assured Ruth he would look into the matter and get back to her.  When Naomi heard this, she said to Ruth, "Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the man will not rest until the matter is settled today."
	Boaz was known as a dependable man.  Let’s face it, often times men say to women, “I’ll take care of it” only to let it go for a few days or weeks before it is resolved.  This drives women crazy!  They like to have things settled and resolved.   Boaz was the kind of man women love.  He realized it was important to her, so he went and took care of it right away.
	If you were to ask the women in your life if you were dependable, would they say “Yes,” or would they roll their eyes and chuckle?  Do other people know they can count on you when they come to you for help?  Do people avoid asking you for help because they know you will let them down?  Dependability is a vital character trait for a godly man.  We need to begin developing it so others can rely on us.
	When it comes to the test of what others say about us behind our backs, Boaz passed with flying colors.  As a single man, he had developed an amazing reputation among the entire nation of Israel.  There was no doubt about Boaz or how he would act in a given situation.  He was a man with a stellar reputation in a time where most men’s reps where not good at all.  He lived a godly life, and he was rewarded with a good reputation.  As single men, we need to do the same. 
	We need to ask the Holy Spirit to show us areas that our reputation needs some work.  Allow Him to convict you and show you what areas to work on and change.  Then we need to do it.  It may be necessary to ask others to forgive us for areas where we have failed.  This goes a long way in repairing a broken reputation.  We go the rest of the way when we make the change and live differently.  People will notice, and instead of having a bad reputation, you will be known as a man trying to live a godly life.   People will see you differently, and God will receive glory for what He is doing in your life.   Boaz was a single man with a great reputation during a time when the same couldn’t be said of others.  We, too, live in such a time.  Let’s begin today to work on making our reputation even stronger.
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