	Did you ever have a conversation with a fellow believer, and as they talked, your jaw dropped open in stunned disbelief at the thing they just said?  I remember one such time in my life.  I was in my early twenties and a man I had known most of mye life came to visit us.  Earlier in his life,this man had helped found a church, was a church leader for many years, and was known by everyone as a Christian.  However, as he stood there talking to my father, this man started saying some of the most prejudiced things I had ever heard.  He referred to other ethnicities by cruel and vulgar names.  He criticized them, their work habits, and their lifestyles all based on the color of their skin.  I was stunned!
	I was not accustomed to such talk.  I was raised to respect everyone despite their ethnicity or skin color.  I had honestly never heard such things spoken by a fellow Christian.  That night, I lost any respect I ever had for this man.  I often think about that night and wonder why a Christian would allow himself to be filled with such disgusting hate.
	Unfortunately, this man is not alone in his action and behavior.  There are many people who follow God, serve in their churches and are well-respected in their communities who struggle with prejudice in their lives.  Just recently I came in contact with a Christian man who was a leader in his church, but thought it was funny to tell semi-racist jokes.  At first, I thought it was just inappropriate humor and not a prejudiced attitude.  Then I heard this man’s child make a blatantly racist comment.  A child doesn’t think of these things themselves, they hear it at home, so apparently this man’s issues run deeper than just joking around.  
	There can be no place for prejudice in a Christian’s heart and life.  It is time we all shine light on the dark area of prejudiced in our lives and take steps to break free from any prejudice in our lives.
	Prejudice is an ugly sin before God.  It is concealed hate.  We all need to examine ourselves and remove even the slightest hint of prejudice.  God commands us to show love to those around us.  When we allow prejudice to have a place in our lives, we are giving ground to hatred.  This is the exact opposite of God’s heart.  How do we know this?  Because when Jesus walked the earth, He showed no prejudice at all to anyone.
	Jesus loved everyone He encountered.  He didn’t condone their sin, but He loved and respected them.  Whether it was tiny Zacheus, a Samaritan woman, a demon possessed man chained to a headstone, a man with leprosy, a tax collector, or a rich young ruler, Jesus showed love to them all.  He never turned anyone away because of how they looked.  Social position meant nothing to Jesus.  He looked at people’s hearts and met whatever need they had.  He showed them love, and like Him we need to do the same.
	We cannot be prejudiced.  Some see prejudice as only against people of other color.  However, it goes even deeper than that.  Some are prejudiced against fat people.  Others are prejudiced against sick people.  Some are prejudiced against the rich while others despise the poor.  Some Christians are prejudiced against the unsaved.  Some show bigotry towards the elderly.  Many men are prejudiced against women.  No matter what the area of prejudice, it is sin and it must stop.  We need to love one another.  We need to respect each other.  We must care for one another.  We must see beyond appearance, status, or wealth.  Instead we should see a soul in need of a Savior.  All people have this same basic spiritual need no matter their age, race, sex, or social position.	
	I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be known as a prejudiced man.  I want to be known as a loving, caring, and compassionate man.   I hope you want to have the same type of legacy.  
	So how do we begin breaking free from Prejudice?   First, we must begin by examining ourselves and facing any areas of prejudice in our hearts.  It is important to analyze when the prejudice began and what caused it.  Are there certain types of people you feel uncomfortable with or don’t like to spend time around?  Do you have thoughts of superiority towards certain people because of their nationality, appearance, or social status?  Why do you feel this way?   These are just a few questions to help you get started discovering any areas of prejudice.
	Once you have discovered areas of prejudice in your heart, the next thing you must do is repent.  Prejudice is concealed hate and sin against God and others.  If you are committing these sins, it needs to be repented of to God.  Ask Him to forgive you for the prejudiced attitude you have tolerated in your life.   Then ask God to flood your heart with love and respect for those you have been prejudiced against.  Finally, begin anew showing the love of Jesus to everyone around you, especially those you once were prejudiced against.  
	Finally, you need to step out of your comfort zone and start interacting with and ministering to people you would normally shy away from.  Open your heart to them and allow God to use you to make a difference in their lives.  You may also want to go through a deliverance session to remove any areas of prejudice, hate, or any other demonic strongholds which may have taken root in your life because of your prejudiced sins.  
	It is possible to break free from prejudice.  You can become a man who is known as a loving, caring man of God who never discriminates against others but loves everyone like Jesus does.  
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