You can serve God wholeheartedly

	This month, we will learn from Caleb to be wholeheartedly devoted to God.   He is the perfect demonstration of a man who was so grateful to be set free slavery and Egypt that he served God wholeheartedly and ensured his freedom by defeating his enemies.  
	Caleb was born a slave in Egypt.  His father and grandfather were slaves.  Caleb had no sense of freedom to live his life the way he wanted.  He was owned by someone else.  They controlled him.  They held him down.  He was beaten and abused.  However, through the power of God, Caleb was set free.  
	We are all Calebs.  We are born into slavery to sin, Satan, and his kingdom.  We inherit the generational sins, iniquities, and behavioral patterns from our parents and their ancestors.  However, God has given us a way to be free, through Jesus Christ.  Accepting Him as our Savior is the first step of our freedom.  
	God brought Caleb out of slavery in Egypt and Caleb wholeheartedly accepted.  This was Caleb’s first step toward freedom.  He hated Egypt and slavery.  He wasn’t going back.  This is the key to Caleb’s life. 
	Caleb devoted his whole heart, body, mind and soul to God.  It was the will of God that mattered to Caleb.    He had the opportunity to develop into the man God wanted him to become.  He could experience new ways of living, learn new skills, stretch his knowledge and abilities.  He was both grateful to God and excited about what was ahead.
	We need to learn from Caleb that we too can be free.  Therefore, our goal in life should be geared to serving God wholeheartedly and not going back to our sin and old way of life. 
In Numbers 13-14, we read Caleb was chosen to be one of 12 men assigned by Moses to spy out the land of Canaan.   They spent 40 days traveling through Canaan.  Caleb and the other spies returned to camp, relaying the great news that the land was rich and plentiful.  They showed them the cluster of grapes which took two men to carry back with them.   Then the ten spies began to fill the people with fear and discouragement.  They described the descendants of Anak,  a race of large Goliath-like, people who had settled in Palestine before the Canaanites took possession, as undefeatable.    Their report and description of the giants quickly spread panic through the camp.  At this point, we see Caleb shine through.
	Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."
	 What a statement of faith!  Here is a man, who in the middle of the bad report, stands up and says, “We can do it!”.   Caleb spoke the words of a man who believed that God would fulfill His promise and give them the land.  He had full confidence in God and was willing to follow Him no matter what.  Unfortunately, his feelings weren’t shared by the rest of the camp.  They planned to kill Moses and return to Egypt!
	These words sent Caleb into action.  He was not about to go back to Egypt and become a slave again.  He didn’t care what trials or troubles lay ahead.  He wasn’t concerned about facing a stronger army.  He knew God set them free and he was grateful to God for his freedom.  NO ONE was making him go back again!
	With a heart full of love and devotion to God, Caleb and Joshua stood up and fought for the God they gratefully served.  They were not going to quit on God.  They were moving forward with or without the rest of the people.  They boldly told the people to trust God and obey His command.  They reassured the people that God would give them the victory, giants or no giants! 
	You would think that the words of these great men would have stirred the people to repentance.  However, the passage says the opposite.
		But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. 
	 Instead of listening and moving forward with God, the nation wanted to kill Joshua and Caleb.  This included friends, the men they had previously fought side by side with in the heat of battle.  However, not even the threat of death could stop Caleb.  He would rather die than go back to the place from which he had been freed. He would rather lose relationships than lose the God that mattered more to him than anyone or anything else.  This is the heart of devotion that characterized the life of Caleb.   As you continue the passage, you see that Caleb’s faith was rewarded by God. He and Joshua were the only two men from their generation who were allowed to enter the Promised Land.  As a matter of fact, they were the only 2 spies to live, because God instantly killed the other ten spies!  
	Thesev12 men were all from Egypt.  They all saw the same things, lived in the same circumstances, went to the same places, encountered the same events, and saw God’s miracles performed before their eyes, did ten of them cause a total rebellion and two of them totally believe God?  What was the difference?  What made Caleb different?  What made him stand up to all his fellow countrymen and defend God?    God’s own words about Caleb sum it up best:
		And My servant Caleb, because there is another spirit in him, and he is fully following Me, I shall bring him into the land into which he has gone, and his seed shall possess it.  
	Caleb stands in contrast to the other ten spies because he had a heart for God.  He had a personal relationship with God and was attentive to the things of God.  The other men had a surface relationship with God.  He met their needs and that was all they really wanted from Him.   They didn’t want to grow and mature as God’s men.  God saw Caleb’s different spirit and rewarded him for it.  He did not die in the wilderness like the people who did not follow God wholeheartedly.    Caleb reached his Promised Land.
	Caleb’s life should inspire all of us to become men who wholeheartedly serve God.  I know he inspires me.  I grew up in a family of men who didn’t have a heart for God.  They wanted absolutely nothing to do with Him.  They were men who loved their sinful lives.  They made fun of and persecuted Christians.  Coming from a background like this, I have had to make hard decisions and leave their way of life.
	I inherited their generational iniquities.  In order for me to serve God wholeheartedly, I had to face these generational sins and overcome them.  Let me give you some examples.
	A lot of my ancestors had hot tempers.  Abuse was on both sides of the family.  Hatred of woman was a huge iniquity.  I grew up around this and began following down their destructive path.  I was emotionally abusive to my mom for most of my early life.  I had no time for her.  I hated her disciplining me.  I constantly stood against her.  I very rarely spoke to her.  I allowed hatred to grow in my heart towards her.  My hot temper would lash out at her.  I was a horrible son.  It’s amazing she will even have anything to do with me.  
	When I began getting serious about serving God and I made the commitment to serve Him wholeheartedly, He pointed out this horrible behavior.  Just like Caleb, God offered to set me free from the bondage and give me a new life in Him.   Since then, God has done a tremendous change inside of me.  He has restored my relationship with my mom.  She can see the difference.  She sees my burning passion to follow God-wholeheartedly.  She knows I am different.  God gave me freedom and NO ONE is going to make me go back!
	This is just one area where God has helped me kill the Giants in my life that kept me from living in His Promised Land of Blessing.  The men in my family were addicted to porn and womanizing.  My dad got addicted to porn at 7 years old.  I too, fell into the sinful trap of internet porn.  God offered me freedom, and I took it!  Now I refuse to go back.  I have to be extremely careful what I watch on tv.  I won’t compromise for anyone…no one is making me go back!
	My ancestors were gamblers.  Gambling was more important than taking care of and providing for their family.  One time my grandfather wanted my pregnant grandmother to give him the families eating money to go play poker.  When she refused, he came at her to beat his pregnant wife to get the money.  While I never really fell into this trap, the draw has been there.  Recently a casino opened near our house.  One day when driving by, the sudden urge to go in and gamble consumed me.  I had to do spiritual warfare and fight to remain free of this generational sin.  God has set me free from my families’ iniquities and I’m not going back!
	These are just a few examples of how God has worked in my life.  I am the only man in my family who has ever tried to wholeheartedly serve God.  I am living proof to you that you too, can follow Caleb’s example.  No matter what kind of men you grew up around, or what sin has consumed your life, God offers you freedom.  You need to make a choice.  Are you going to be like the Israelites who were too scared to believe God and do what He commands?  Or will you choose to follow Caleb, wholeheartedly serve God, and face the giants that stand between you and the life God promises you.  This is a tough choice, but in my opinion, there is only one to choice to make.  God came through for Caleb, He came through for me, and He will do the same for you.  
Dear Heavenly Father, You know that I have failed at being a man wholeheartedly devoted to you. I need to become a man that is full of gratitude for all you have done for me and a man that will never go back to my old way of life.  Forgive me for all of my ingratitude.  Forgive me for all the times I have quit or stopped or failed to continue on with you.  Please help me be a strong man who will never shrink back from becoming all that you want me to be.  I want to be a man who wholeheartedly serves you and is dedicated to doing whatever you want whenever you want it.   I want my entire body, soul, mind, and spirit to be devoted to doing your will.  I want to completely wipe out my enemies so I can live in complete freedom with you.  Give me wisdom and strength to do it.  In Jesus name, Amen.
Homework:
Ask God to reveal to you areas that you are not wholeheartedly following Him.  Make a list of any areas that are not completely surrendered to God.  Then repent of them and make any necessary changes.
Group Study Questions:
1.	 What does it mean to be wholeheartedly devoted to God?
2.	Are you wholeheartedly devoted to God?
3.	What are you grateful to God for freeing you from?  How can you express this gratitude?
4.	Is there anything holding you back from serving God wholeheartedly?
5.	Can the words God spoke describing Caleb be used to describe you?  What do you need to do to make them apply to you?
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