Can God really use a man like me?
	“I want to serve and follow God wholeheartedly.  However, I have made such a mess of my life.  I have been an abusive, hateful man.  I have a hot temper.  I have hurt and alienated everyone close to me.  I have hurt so many people.  Can God do anything with me?”
	Can you relate to the man above?  Do you feel you have made too big a mess of your life and relationships for God to ever be able to change you and use you for His service?  If so, let me tell you there is hope for you.  God can take you and make you into a strong, vibrant Christian.  He can change everything about you.  He can even restore the relationships you have destroyed.  How do I know this?  Because in the New Testament, we see Jesus calling a man just like you to be one of his 12 disciples.  That’s right.   Jesus called a hateful, abusive man to be one of his most trusted friends, confidants, and companions.  Who is this man?  His name is James, the son of Alpheus.
	James is one of the lesser known disciples, which is a shame.  His life is one of the most fascinating stories in the entire Bible.  Before Jesus called him, James was a member of the Zealots, a violent nationalistic group.  They dreamed of the day when the Jewish people would be free of  the Romans hold over them.  They longed to see Israel become the world’s dominating power.  They did whatever it took to do it.  They were known to carry daggers in their sleeves.  When the opportunity arose to assassinate a Roman, they would quietly work their way close to the official and bury their dagger deep in their victims, killing them.   The Zealots were terrorists, murderers and assassins.  James was such a man.
	James was a violent man with a horrible temper.  He was consumed with hate, bitterness, anger, rage, and rebellion.  He was a man who hurt anyone and everyone around Him.  He even destroyed family relationships.
	James had a brother name Matthew.  Matthew worked as a Roman tax collector.  Anyone who worked as a tax collector for the Roman government was viewed as a traitor, especially by the Zealots.  James despised his brother for being a traitor.  He wouldn’t have hesitated to drive his dagger into his brother’s heart.  James’ anger, hatred and abusive ways caused destruction to his relationships.  The boy he grew up side-by-side with, the brother he played with, was now his most hated enemy.  His hatred must have driven a wedge into the entire family.  Family members were forced to choose sides.  They were a divided family because of James’ hate.   You would think that Jesus could never do anything with such a man.  However, nothing could be further from the truth.
	Jesus saw something in James that He loved.  He called James to be one of His followers.  He changed James from the inside out.  Jesus’ love reached James’ cold, hate-filled heart, softening him and making him usable for His service.  Not only that, but James changed so much that He left his Zealot ways and followed Jesus unconditionally.   He was able to repair the damaged relationships in His life.  Jesus reconciled James and Mattew to God and to each other.  Both men became disciples.    They were no longer enemies, but brothers united together preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ together.
	James life is an excellent example for all men that no one is too far gone to be used by Jesus.  It doesn’t matter what you have done in your life.  If you are willing to face yourself and your issues and allow God to change you, He will do a miraculous work in your life.  He will set you free from hatred, anger, and rage and restore the relationships you have destroyed.  He can make you into a brand new man.  Then He can take you and use you to help other men break free from the things you have broken free from in your life.  God did it with James, and He can do the same for you.  All He needs is a willing heart who will allow Him to work.
