	Winter is almost over!  I don’t know about you, but I am ready for the warmth of spring.   Just one more month and we will be able to get back into maintaining our yards and the exterior of our homes.  However, we still have to get thru March.  To help us pass the time, I have a great project that reaps tremendous rewards.
	Do you have enough storage space in your home?  Are you constantly trying to find somewhere to store things of importance to you?  Is your wife always saying she wishes she had more closet space?  Well, this month’s Handyman Hints is going to help us solve all of these dilemmas.  We are going to learn how to install Closetmaid systems.
	I like using Closetmaid shelving. There are many other products out there but Closetmaid stuff works great, it’s really strong, and they have tons of options to customize your project.  Plus, unlike wooden shelving, you are not stuck with the layout you choose.  If your storage needs changed, you can simply rearrange the shelves.  It is so easy to do, so let’s get started learning how to install our adjustable shelves.
	The first step in any closet shelving project is to come up with a design and/or layout that meets your needs. Many closet shelving manufacturers even have online design tools to help you layout and design your closet. 
	There are a couple of ways to buy this stuff. You can buy pre-packaged kits or you can buy individual pieces.  I bought individual pieces because the kit contained some things I didn’t want and didn’t have everything I wanted.  It ended up being more economical for me to do individual pieces, but that doesn’t mean the kits are bad.  It is just a matter of preference. 
	Once you have all your pieces, you are ready to begin the installation.  First, you need to attach the support tracks to the wall. You begin by attaching a horizontal rail that supports the vertical support tracks.   You do this by leveling the rail and then screwing it into the wall studs.  Then you place your vertical rails into the wall.  These vertical rails should be spaced no more than 24” apart, and no more than 4” from the end of the shelf.   When we did ours, we spaced them 24 inches apart.  They worked fine.  However, if I had to do it again, I would space them every 12-16 inches.  It would cost a little more, but you would have more rails to attach shelves to, thus giving you more flexibility in your overall design.   The closer they are together, the stronger the support.  If you have a stud to use, then screw the vertical rail into it.  If no stud is available on the spot you want to attach the rail, then use a wall anchor. 
	Once the brackets are attached to the wall, all you have to do is lay out your brackets and shelves. Closetmaid makes all kinds of shoe racks, belt hangers, splicing brackets and much more.  Simply click the brackets into the rails and then click the shelves into the brackets.  The clothes hanger rod is supported from the wire shelving.
	When two shelves come together in a corner, use a Corner Shelf Support to connect them. Use a Corner Closet Rod to allow clothes to slide uninterrupted around corners. Shelf Caps should be placed on the cut ends of shelving to protect clothing. Closet Rod Caps should be placed on the ends of Closet Rods to keep hangers in place.
	All that is left is to fill up the closet. This is a really easy home improvement project and one that only requires a few tools (drill, level, tape measure and hack saw).   In an hour or 2 of work, you will create an attractive and functional closet that will add tremendous to your home as well as your life.

