	Last month, we looked at the need for fathers to spend time with their kids, letting them get to know you as a person and building a relationship with them.  This is a great gift every dad can give to his children.  This month, we are going to look at another tremendous gift you can give to your children.
	Let’s ask ourselves a question.  Can you remember your father giving you encouragement when you where growing up?  Did he encourage you that you could do anything, be anything, and accomplish whatever you set your mind to do?  Was he your number one cheerleader in life, giving you the strength and confidence to do whatever you wanted to try?  For many men, myself included, the answer is “No”. 
	Personally, I have had the unique privilege of having parents on both sides of this issue.   My mom was a tremendous encourager and supporter.   My dad was the exact opposite.  So I can honestly show you the benefits of encouragement and the damage lack of encouragement brings.
	My father was never encouraged me.  What I am about to share is not written out of bitterness or unforgiveness, it is what it is. It is my life and my history.   Because of insecurities from his past, my dad always struggled with feeling inadequate whenever anyone but him succeeded.  You would think he would have put this behind him when it came to his own children, but he continued this pattern with me and my sister. 
	We never received encouragement from him in any area of life.  He actually went the other way and discouraged us from trying new things, taking on responsibilities, or trying to become a better, more well rounded people.  He would point out the potential for failure, our weaknesses or shortcomings, and the devastation failure would bring.  
	He always approached everything with a “you will never be able to do that” attitude.  Even now that I am a grown adult, any time I try something new or face a new challenge, he is quick to point out why I am not smart enough, capable enough, or good enough to do something.  I always joke with my sister that our dad is the only father I know who actually doesn’t want to see his kids succeed.  The sad thing is I know this isn’t true.  There are lots of kids out there whose dad’s treat them the same way.   Trust me, the results are devastating.
	Thankfully, I had a mother who balanced out my dad’s discouragement.  My mom taught me that I was capable of anything if I set my mind to do it.  If I felt worried or scared about trying something new, she would always encourage me to try it.  If I tried something and failed, mom would tell me that I should try again and I could do it. She helped me whenever she could, and she instilled in me the attitude that “there wasn’t anything I couldn’t do if I tried.”
	I remember when our toilet broke.  I knew the financial strain of paying a plumber was going to cause my mom tremendous stress and worry.   So I decided I was going to take out our old toilet and install the new one.  
	My dad was outraged.  He kept telling me I couldn’t do it.  He told me I wasn’t smart enough to do plumbing or to get the seal to bond properly.  He said it was too hard and if I messed it up we’d have sewage everywhere.  However I was undeterred.  I wanted to try it.  My mom had taught me that I could do whatever I put my mind to, and my mind was focused on that toilet!
	Thankfully, my mom was willing to risk the disasters of a toilet gone bad on her son.  She encouraged me that I could do it.  She let me try.  If I messed it up, we’d call a plumber to fix it.  She had my back and was right there encouraging me as we began the process of removing the toilet.  It was kind of humorous looking back at it now.  Every step I took my dad would tell me the potential disaster which surely awaited me, and mom was there saying, “You can do it Jamie, just take your time.  You can do anything!”
	2 hours later I finished installing the new toilet.  I was proud as a peacock that I was able to do it!  None of the stuff my dad said was hard or impossible turned out to be an issue, and to this day we get great, trouble free service from that toilet several times a day.  I was able to do it because my mom encouraged me that I could do it. 
	This was one of many such experiences I faced over the coming years as we remodeled our entire house.  My dad would discourage me and say we couldn’t do it, and my mom would encourage me that I could do anything.  	We ended up remodeling every room in our house, building an addition on to it, and re-landscaping the entire property.  I learned how to hang drywall, hang siding, and install floors, doors, windows, insulation, and electric, all because mom was there saying, “Go ahead and try it.  I know you can do it!” Guys, this doesn’t have to be a mom thing.  In reality, it shouldn’t be a “mom” thing, it should be a parent thing.
	All fathers need to instill confidence in their kids.  You must teach them that they can do anything.  Nothing is impossible for them.  They have the ability to achieve or do anything they try.  If they fail, you need to be there to comfort them and encourage them to try again, helping them in any way possible.  
	Also, Dad’s can’t be selectively-encouraging.  What do I mean?  I mean you can’t encourage your kids in things you want them to do and not encourage them in others.  If your son wants to play the guitar instead of going out for sports, encourage him to pursue the instrument.  Don’t push him to do what you want him to do, encourage his interests.  If you want your daughter to be a princess and she wants to be a soccer star instead, then encourage her.  What I am saying is allow your children to pursue their interests and encourage them even if the activity is something you have zero interest in yourself.  While you may not like the activity, you love your child, so learn to love their interests.
	You can start a new legacy with your children.  You can become their greatest source of encouragement.   This is your responsibility as fathers.   The greatest gift you can give your child is to be their greatest cheerleader and source of encouragement. Someday they will give you the greatest gift you could ever receive, saying, “I couldn’t have done it without my dad’s support.  He taught me I could do anything and he believed in me.  Thank you dad!”  
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