	Welcome to February!     It’s the time of year when our thoughts turn to love and romance.  For the single man, it is the time of year were we should be looking for someone to take out for a lovely Valentine’s Day Dinner.  This month I want us to look at the way we look for a female companion.  
	Today, many men today are guilty of placing their attention on the physical appearance of women.  We judge women based on their beauty and sexual appeal.  When we consider who we should ask on a date, the world programs us to look for a beautiful, sexy woman.  However, this is not a new thing.  In the Bible we read about another single man who did the same thing.  His name was Jacob.  We find his story in Genesis 29.  However, to save time, let me summarize the story.
	Jacob was the son of Isaac.  He had a twin brother named Esau.  Even though they were twins, Esau was older because he was born first.  As the oldest, Esau would inherit the birthright, which meant he got the bulk of his father’s estate.  He also would receive God’s Blessing.  Jacob wanted the birthright and blessing, so, with his Mom’s help, he deceived his Dad and stole the birthright from his brother.
	Needless to say, Esau was furious.  He was so angry he wanted to kill Jacob.  To save his life, Jacob’s Mom sent him to live with her brother, Laban.
	When Jacob arrived at His uncle Laban’s home, the first person he saw was Laban’s daughter, Rachel.  Rachel was a stunningly beautiful woman.  When Jacob saw Rachel, he wanted to marry her because of her physical appearance.  He chose his life partner based on her appearance, not her character. 
	In reality, Rachel was no catch.  She was deceitful, jealous, and she worshipped false god’s.   Jacob took none of this into consideration.  He just took one look at her and had to have her.
	When the day came for Jacob to marry Rachel, he found himself on the receiving end of a dishonest scam.  Laban tricked Jacob and gave him his daughter, Leah, to marry instead.  Leah was a plain, ordinary girl.  The Bible portrays her as a a much deeper person full of character.  However, she didn’t appeal to Jacob at all.  He wanted Rachel because of her appearance.  Instead of accepting the wife God arranged for him in Leah, he became enraged at Laban and demanded Rachel be given him as a second wife.  Jacob now was married to both sisters.
	One day as I was read this passage in Genesis, I felt the Holy Spirit say to me that Jacob would have been happier married to Leah than Rachel.  She had more character than Rachel.  However, Jacob chose women based on looks and appearance, not on character and personality.  As a result, Jacob had a harder life.  
	The two sisters constantly fought over Jacob.  His life was filled with stress and turmoil.  The children he had with both women hated their step brothers, eventually selling one of them into slavery.  Jacob’s decision to look for a attractive wife instead of a wife with character caused him years of pain.
	God does not want us to choose a wife based on her appearance.   The world directs us to see women this way.  Is she pretty?  Is she sexy?  Would she win me the approval of my friends?  The worId looks at girls as trophies, not human beings.  They place their value on their physical appearance, not their character.  This is sin.  God wants His men to understand that character and inner beauty are the basis of relationships, not appearance.
	Boaz demonstrates to us what we should learn to appreciate about women.  Let’s look at the first time Boaz met Ruth.   Boaz had just returned from a trip.  As he talked to his workers, he noticed a woman gleaning in his fields.  He asked his workers who she was.  They told him she was Ruth, the daughter-in-law of his Naomi.  
	He was immediately fascinated with her. He ordered his workers to give her extra grain and to take care of her.  Then he went over to her and told her to stay with his servant girls so she would be safe.  Ruth was stunned.
 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She exclaimed, "Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?" 
 11 Boaz replied, "I've been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge." 
	Notice Boaz doesn’t equate Ruth’s value in terms of her physical appearance.  The first time he met her she was dirty and sweaty from picking grain all day.  She was dirty, unkept, and more than likely smelled horrible.  However, Boaz appreciated Ruth’s character and integrity. Later in the book he tells her she is a woman of noble character.  Boaz understood that beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears God should be valued.  He appreciated Ruth for who she was, not how she looked.  We need to do the same.
	We need to look at women through God’s eyes.  Physical appearance should not be the determining factor of who we will and will not date.  God wants us looking at a woman’s heart to see her character and integrity.  These need to be the things that attract us to women.  If this is not our basis, then we have some changes to make.  
	The first thing we need to do is to repent.  Ask God to forgive you for viewing women through the world’s eyes instead of through His.  Then make a list of every time you have done this in your life.  Examine why you did it.  Face your insecurities and your desire to have a beautiful girl on your arm to make yourself feel good about yourself.  Then ask God to change you and help you no longer commit this sin.  
	Ask God to your heart so you are attracted to a woman’s walk with God and her inner spirit.  Ask him to heal your inner soul from the sickness of valuing women based on their appearance.  Beg Him to help you view women through His eyes.  Follow Boaz’s example and begin viewing women through God’s eyes, seeing their beauty in their character and relationship with God.
