Breaking Free From A Dead Conscience
	This month, we are going to examine breaking free from a dead conscience.  If we are going to move forward and develop a deep, meaningful relationship with God, we need to have a healthy, functioning conscience.  Everyone is born with a conscience, but what we do with it determines if it is alive or dead.
What is a conscience?  
	The conscience is the God-given inner sense of what is right and wrong in one’s conduct, motives, and behavior.  
	The conscience is very important.  It is like a ticker inside each person that goes off and says “danger”.  We then have the choice to turn the danger button off, ignore it, and kill the conscience.
	In the Old Testament, God says “Do this”, “Don’t do that” over and over again (Deuteronomy 11:26-28; 30:11-20).  Did you ever wonder why?  In Egypt the Israelites did the same routine everyday.  Their conscience became dull.  It had the same grooves in the mind, the same routines, habits, actions, foods, and lifestyle.
	Did you ever wonder why our lives are going along good and all of a sudden God allows something to happen?  What does this do to us?  Does it make us think?  Do we have to change our thinking, daily routines, and habits?  Do we have to reconsider choices we made and change them?  
	Whenever we have to think, we make choices.  When we make choices, we have to tap our conscience.  The choices we make affect our conscience (1 Timothy 1:18-19).  Each time we deliberately ignore our conscience and the warning signals it sends out to us, we are hardening our heart to sin.  Over a period of time, our capacity to tell right from wrong diminishes.
	God speaks to us through our conscience letting us know the difference between right and wrong.  We must act on the inner “tugs” so we do what is right.  Then we will have a clear, healthy, functioning conscience.
	So do we go along with the world or say “No, I’m going to obey God”?
	Do we follow the crowd or say “no” to a situation that causes us to compromise God’s will and ways?  Do I dress like everybody else, or do I follow the Holy Spirit and what He wants me to wear?  Do I spend money the way I want or the way God wants His money spent?  Every choice we make has consequences.  That is why we need our conscience alive, functioning, and in tune with God.
	Every action that we do has consequences…for good or bad.  Every action or choice will make our conscience alive, dull, or dead.
What dulls or kills our conscience?
1.	Exposing ourselves to sin.  
	How far do we go with tv decency, music, sports, places we go?  I once heard that if you are watching two people in bed together on tv, you are watching pornography.  How tolerant has your conscience become when you’re in front of the television.  
2.	Not keeping our relationship close to God through Bible reading and prayer.
3	Overstepping God’s boundaries.
	Whether we are saved or unsaved, the 10 Commandments are relative to our 	lives.  We must train ourselves to obey Jesus’ teachings and practice them.
4.	Not seeing evil as sin and tolerating it.
5.	Allowing our eyes to see too much sin and worldly ways.  This includes wrong tv 	shows, music, friends, activities, being places that make you feel uncomfortable.
6.	Compromising.  “I’ll go here.  It’s no big deal”.  It is a big deal if it dulls your 	conscience.
		If you do something or are somewhere and your conscience starts 	sending messges “Get out, I’m not comfortable here”, we must leave, run, 	get 	away 	(Proverbs 1:10-19). 
7.  	Not cleaning up our past.  
		This gives ground to demons living inside of us to participate in killing our 	conscience.  We need to face our past, talk about it, and bring resolve.  God 	is the Alpha and Omega, and that needs to become our attitude about the past.  	It had a beginning and an end.  Don’t carry it with you through your whole life.  If 	unresolved, it will just kill you, your relationships, and your conscience.
		Taking care of our past is taking care of the sins we committed.  Don’t 	continue sinning by ignoring your past.  It happened.  It was lived.  Deal with it 	and begin new with Jesus.  Don’t allow your past to continue coming between 	you and Jesus and what He has for you.
What does it mean to “dull” your conscience?  
	Your conscience becomes lazy.  Evil has grey points.  Tolerating sin becomes less of a hassle.  We excuse our actions and choices and become self-righteous about it.  Having one foot in the world and one foot in God’s kingdom never works.  God says “Get off the fence”.  He doesn’t like lukewarm.  He wants us sold out to Him.  
	
How do we resensitize the conscience?  How do we make it sharp and work for God again?  
	Do you know right from wrong?  
God’s Word is right.  The world’s ways are wrong.  We must obey God and do what the Bible says.
	What did you learn as a child?  What was your behavior as a child?  Did you lie?  When did you start and why?  Have you stopped lying or do you still lie as an adult?  Lying kills the conscience.  We must remove from our hearts sin patterns developed in us since birth that dictate to us how to act and think.
It is possible for us to resurrect a dead conscience.  We must retrain our minds to think like God.  We do this through reading the Bible.   Reading and living the Bible allows God’s word to bring our conscience back to life. God’s truth will replace the lies and deceit that we tolerated.  We can once again recognize right and wrong.  We can learn to listen to the promptings of the conscience so we do what is right.  The end result will be a clear, strong, conscience.  
	We each need to examine our conscience.  What shape is it in?  Is it dead, alive, dulled, or weakened?  Living in today’s society, are we able to discern right from wrong?  Are there too many gray areas?  Are we tolerating too much sin?  Are we making excuses for our lives?  God is Holy and we are to become holy (1 Peter 1:14-16, Lev. 11:44-45).  We can no longer go on ignoring the conscience.  We have to choose to give it time and attention so God can use our conscience to talk to us and give us direction.  Then we need to make the necessary lifestyle changes in our lives to become holy like God.
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