	Today I would like to speak to you about two men.  These two men lives will serve as examples to men of all ages.  Basically, they exemplify men in 2 stages of life.  Each of us belongs to one of these groups and some of us may be lucky enough to be in both.   One of the men is a young man starting out his life and his walk with God.  The other man is an older man who has been serving God for many years.  So as you see, this article is relevant to all men no matter their age.
	I want us to look at the lives of Elijah the prophet and his apprentice, Elisha.  Talk about confusing!  These are 2 very similar names.  Kind of makes you wonder why God couldn’t have Elijah’s assistant be named Bob!   We’ll just try and keep them straight together.  
	In the interest of full disclosure and honesty, this article was inspired by a sermon I heard at a convention last November.  The speaker’s message resonated with me, and it has been stirring in my spirit ever since.
	Elijah lived during the time of the kings.  He constantly was used by God to stand up to the evil king Ahab and try to get him to stop sinning and become a godly king.  Elijah served God faithfully for years, enduring heartache and persecution because of his walk with God.  He spent years running for his life as he faithfully served God.  We are going to pick up Elijah’s story towards the end of His life. 
	Elijah just had another run in with Ahab and his wife, Jezebel.  He was feeling discouraged and alone.  He questioned God as to why God allowed Him to be so persecuted.  He felt like he was the only man that was serving God.  God spoke to Elijah and told him that he was not alone, that God still had other men serving Him.  Then God led Elijah past a farm and introduced him to a young man who loved God named Elisha.  Let’s look at 1Kings 19:19.
 19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” 
   “Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 
 21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his servant. 
	When Elijah threw his cloak onto Elisha, he was offering to mentor and disciple the young man in service to God.  Elisha had a heart and desire to follow God, so he said goodbye to his family and become devoted to helping Elijah.  
	Notice it said he slaughtered his oxen and burned his plow.  Elisha left everything behind and followed Elijah and God wholeheartedly.  He left his old life behind him.  He didn’t hold onto anything from his past.  He started completely over.  
	This is excellent example to all the younger men out there who are just starting out in life.  It is important for you to completely destroy all the sin and behavior in your past and start living completely differently.  As a believer, we need to follow the Bible’s command to let the old things behind and become a new creature in Christ.  Old habits, sins, desires, and baggage from our past must be faced and dealt with so you can enjoy your new life in Christ.  Elisha left everything behind and began a new life serving God.
	Over the next few years, we read nothing of Elisha.  However, 1 Kings does tell us of numerous times Elijah faced off against Ahab, trying to turn the wicked Kings heart towards God.  We don’t hear about Elijah….grrr Elisha (can’t I please call him Bob?)  again until 2 Kings chapter 2.  This is the passage I want us to focus on as we study the 2 men at different stages in life.  For the sake of time, I will just tell you the story.  If you don’t want to take my word for it, the story is found in 2 Kings 2.   We will first see how their story applies first to the younger men.
	Elisha and Elijah formed a deep bound over the years.  They basically became spiritual father and son.  During his prayer time, God told Elijah that his years of faithful, hard work for Him were going to be rewarded.  God was going to bring Elijah to Heaven in a whirlwind.  
	Elijah was to travel to the Jordan River.  He turned to Elisha and told him to stay in Gilgal.  Maybe he didn’t want to have to say goodbye to his dear friend.  Maybe he didn’t want Elisha to have to face the pain of loss.    Whatever, the reason, Elijah didn’t want Elisha to come along with him.  So he asked him to stay behind.  However, Elisha would have none of it.  
	“He said to Elijah, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.”
	Elisha would have none of it.  He was not leaving Elijah!  Even when some prophets came and told Elisha what was going to happen to Elijah, he was not to be deterred.  So they travelled towards the Jordan.  Each time they came to a city, Elijah told him to stay there, and he refused.  The prophets tried to talk him into staying, but each time Elisha pushed forward. 
	Eventually, they came to the Jordan river.  When they got there, Elijah once again told Elisha to stay there while He crossed over.  Let’s pick up the story in 2 Kings 2:6
  And Elisha replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on. 
 7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 
 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” 
	Elisha was going to follow his good friend all the way to the end.  Nothing or none one was going to separate them.  We are now at the part of the story I want to focus on.  Two men at 2 different places in life demonstrate 2 different paths that all men can relate to and learn from.  Some of us like myself are in the unique position of being both Elijah’s and Elisha’s.   Let’s look first at the lessons for the Elisha’s in the world.
	The Elisha’s are the younger men in life who are looking for men to model themselves after.  They are desperately searching for men to guide them and be an example to them of how a Christian man should live.  Elisha found a model of a godly man in his life, and we see by his response to Elijah’s question that he wanted to be just like Elisha.
 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” 
   “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 
	Elisha was so impressed with what he saw in Elijah that he wanted to be as great a man of God as his mentor.  As a matter of fact he wanted to be twice the man Elijah was.  This was the ultimate sign of respect for Elijah, and it is the attitude we all need to have.
	Think about it…how many times have you heard it said, “I wish I could be half the man so and so is?”  This is meant to be a compliment, and in a way it is, but I believe Elisha has a better perspective.  He wanted everything Elijah had and even more of God.
	If you have been reading Not Your Dad Ministries over the past year, you know my mom passed away last year.  My mom was a spiritual pillar in my life.  I had a horrible example of what it means to be a godly man in my dad, but I saw godliness modeled in my mom her entire life.   
	My mom taught me so many things, and she made sure her kids grew up in a safe and protected environment.  She was strict with her rules and what she allowed us to do and not to do.  She had strong beliefs, and she lived them out each and every day.  From her, I learned how to pray, how to study the Bible, how to love, how to forgive, how to be honest and trustworthy, and how to develop a deep, intimate relationship with God just to name a few things.  I am eternally grateful for the many things she demonstrated daily.
	My mom suffered greatly for her love for God.  She endured constant persecution from her husband for her faith in God.  Close friends and family turned on her and abandoned her because she fell in love with God wholeheartedly.    If, after her death, I had prayed to be half the person she was, Kathy Holden would have came back and smacked me up-side the head and said, “I didn’t go through all the pain and torture I went through for you to be half the person I am.  I want you to surpass me in God’s kingdom!”
	I was heart-broken and devastated the night she passed away, but as I lay I bed that night sobbing, I remembered this verse in 2 Kings.  Not being one to go part way, I asked God to place 4 times the power He had on my mom’s life.  Kathy Holden’s life was not in vain.  Her path and legacy lives on in me and my sister, and our chief purpose in life is to become an even greater Christian than she was.
	This needs to be the motivation of all believers.  We need to find men we can admire, learn all we can from them, and make it our mission in life to continue their legacy by surpassing them in the kingdom.  Elisha asked this of Elijah, and as we read Elijah’s response, we see the mission for all the Elijah’s of the world.
	 10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not.”
	Notice Elijah did not get offended.  He didn’t think, “who does this young twit think he is?  Does He think he is better then me?”  No instead, he encourages Elijah to look at him.  This needs to be the attitude of all men.
	Men, we need to give the younger men around us an example to model.  When the speaker at the convention mentioned the double portion topic, he said something I never thought of before.  He said “ I was never good at math at school, but I do know this; if you multiply 2 times zero, you get zero.”  
	This is so true.  We need to give younger men something to multiply off of.  We cannot continue being zeroes in God’s kingdom.  We must live strong, solid lives before God.  We must dive into God and build relationships they can learn from and model.  The world is full of compromising and halfhearted models for them to follow.  We need to pursue God and give them something to shoot for in their lives.  Elijah told Elisha to watch him.  It took work and effort on Elisha’s part, but he wanted to become a amazing man of God and he strive for it in his life.
11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two. 
 13 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. 
 15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.”
	Elisha watched Elijah, and when Elijah was taken away, he received the blessing of God on his life.  Everyone around him recognized it immediately.  Elijah’s godly legacy lived on and increased in Elisha’s life.  Elisha went on to do an even more powerful work for God than Elijah had done.  Guys, this needs to be our aim as well.
	Where are you in life?  Are you the young Elisha, yearning for a godly model to follow and emulate in your life?  If so, I encourage you to ask God to bring such a man into your life.  When He does, watch him closely.  Examine his life, his behavior, his relationships, everything about him.  Tell God you respect this man and you want to become twice the man he is.  Glean all the knowledge you can from this man and learn from his strengths while avoiding his weaknesses.
	Maybe you are an Elijah, a man older man living your walk with God.  I exhort you today, live a life that gives the younger generation something to build on.  Don’t become intimidated when the younger men surpass you.  Instead, encourage them in their walk with God and continue following God wholeheartedly.
	To be honest, many of us are both Elijah and Elisha.  We need to be men who glean from those who have gone before us, but also be conscious that there are those younger who are watching us to see what they can glean from us.  While we become a   4 to our predecessors 2, these younger men are trying to become 8’s.  We must continue our growth for their sakes, giving them godly examples to follow.
	Men, we are all in this together.  When we all work together to become godly men, we will all grow, and the kingdom of God grows stronger and stronger, dealing a death blow to our enemy.  Generational iniquities will be conquered, sin patterns will be destroyed, and men will walk in freedom!  So I encourage you, learn from the examples of Elijah and Elisha.  Pursue the double portion of God’s Spirit.  Together we can do it.
1.  Why did Elisha not want to leave Elijah?  What was the cause of his devotion?
2.  What do you make of Elijah’s response to Elisha’s request?
3.  Are you more like Elijah, Elisha, or are you like both?
4.  Is there an Elijah in your life you can model yourself after?  How do you plan to do it?
5.  I said 2 times zero is still zero.  What are some steps to take to make sure we aren’t zeroes?
6.  Are you secure enough to be Elijah and help the next generation grow?.
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