	Welcome back to the “Single-Minded Man”.  We took a short break over Christmas, but now, as we begin a new year, we will pick up our study of what it means to be a single man in God’s Kingdom.  In November, we examined the need for a single Christian to have a good reputation.  We looked at the reputation Boaz established for himself.  This month, we are going to examine the need for men of God to take responsibility for their family.
	“Wait, Jamie, We are single….we don’t have a family.”
	Nothing can be further from the truth.  Just because you are single doesn’t mean you have no family to be responsible towards.  Boaz was single, yet he realized he had family responsibilities and he took care of them.
	When Boaz saw Ruth gleaning in his field, he asked his servant who she was.  The servant told him she was Ruth, the daughter-in-law of Naomi.  Boaz knew he was related to Naomi.  He knew her and Ruth were struggling to survive.  He saw the way other men treated women who worked in their fields and made sure his relative was safe.
	As single men, we need to realize we still have a responsibility to our family.  Last time I checked none of us were hatched.  We need to help our families whenever possible.  We have parents, siblings, and extended family.   We need to stay connected to our family and help whenever possible.
	Do you have a mother who needs some to drive her to the store or to appointments?  Does your sister need help buying a new car?  Is there a project you could give your uncle a hand doing?  We need to take responsibility for those loved ones God has placed in our lives, even after we are grown and on our own.
	If you don’t have a family still alive, that doesn’t mean you have no responsibility.  I Timothy 5:1 says “Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.”   Fellow believer’s are our spiritual family.  Single men have a great opportunity to help their spiritual families and to take responsibility for them.  Is there a family struggling to make ends meet?  Maybe you could help out with by secretly giving them a gift card to a grocery store.  Is there an elderly woman mom who has some house work she can’t do herself?  Treat her like you would a sister and do the work for her.  Does one of your fellow brother’s in Christ need a helping hand with a home improvement project?  Make yourself available to him.  There are innumerable opportunities to demonstrate responsibility for your fellow Christian family.
	Finally, I want to address a particular area in which some single men need to  take responsibility.  It is an area God has been showing me is a huge problem, not only in the world, but the church as well.  Allow me to explain what I am referring too.
	Recently I had a conversation with a man that made my skin crawl.  He described his anger with the government for taking his drivers license away because he hadn’t been paying his child support.  He went on to explain why it was wrong by comparing other crimes that he deemed worse such as drunk driving.  He had no license, yet a DUI person could get their license back.  He wanted me to side with him, but I couldn’t.  I was too horrified that he was a deadbeat dad.  
	Then a few days later, God began showing me how many single moms there were in the church community who were struggling financially because the father of their child refuses to help.  God opened my eyes to see that this is a huge area where men need to grow up and accept their responsibility.
	I am not saying that the man needs to remarry his wife.  I wouldn’t demand that a single man marry the mother of his baby unless God tells them to do so.  However, I will say this: You must learn how to be good friends with the mother of your baby, because your child deserves nothing less.  You have a responsibility to your children and their mother to take care of them and to provide their needs.   There is absolutely no highway option on this.  You must begin today to make things right.
	If you are a divorced dad, you need to accept the financial responsibility you have to your ex-wife and your child.   If you have neglected this responsibility, you should go to her and ask her to forgive you for not fulfilling your responsibilities.  Tell her you realize that you have sinned against her, your children, and God.  Then you must make restitution and pay her all the money you owe her.
	If you have fathered a child out of wedlock you need to do the same thing.  You must go to the mother first and ask her forgiveness for having sex out of marriage.  I would also recommend asking her parents for forgiveness if they are active in her life.  Then you need to ask her to forgive you for walking away and not providing financially for her or your child and make restitution.  Work out with her how you can help financially.  If she is skittish about it, you must insist she allow you to accept your responsibility.  Make a financial plan, and also make a plan of how you can spend time with your child.  After all, they deserve to have a father in their lives.  They also deserved to have a mother.
	When men fail to step up to the plate and financially support the mother of their children, they are robbing the child of their mother as well.  Often she has to work 2 jobs to supply food, shelter, clothes, insurance, and many other expenses.  Your child will not get to spend as much time with his mom, and she will be exhausted when they re together.  It is not fair or right to do this to her or your child.
	I also recommend that, no matter if you are single or divorced, you sit down with your children and ask their forgiveness for failing both them and their mother.  Tell them you realize your sin and want to have a new relationship with them.
	I realize that this sounds extreme…however, it is vital and necessary.  Let me give you one more piece of advice.  When you do this, realize you are doing it because it is the godly thing to do.  DO IT WITHOUT EXPECTING ANYTHING IN RETURN.   There is a good chance your ex-wife/girlfriend will not be very happy with you.  Odds are she won’t believe you or trust you.  It is your responsibility to accept this and to earn her trust by living a changed lifestyle.  Even if she never accepts or believes you, it is your responsibility to live a godly life and hope she notices.
	I hope you all realize that, like Boaz, a single Christian man needs to show responsibility to his family.    He can’t live like an island.  We need to step up to the plate and be mature men who take responsibility for the family God has given us, whether it be physical, mental, emotional, financial or spiritual help.  We need to do the same for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  This is the responsibility of the single-minded man of God.
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