Nebuchadnezzar—Pride
	Last Month, we discussed the rich young ruler and the way his wealth kept his heart divided.  While discussing this, I mentioned that most of us don’t have great wealth that causes division between us and God.  Instead, we all had our own unique areas to examine so we can serve God wholeheartedly.  While this is true, there is one common area that all men possess.  We are born with it.  It comes naturally.  However, this one area is detrimental to any relationship with God.  This area is pride.  
	How often have you heard the term “male pride”?  Men don’t ask advice because they have their pride.  They accept no charity or help because of their pride.  Their pride keeps them from being open with their emotions and feelings.  Male pride is openly acknowledged and even celebrated as if it is a good thing.  However, it isn’t good.  It is sin.  If we are to become God’s man, then we must remove the pride in our lives.  To understand how pride can hurt us, we need to examine one of the most fascinating men in the Old Testament.  His name is King Nebuchadnezzar.  
	King Nebuchadnezzar was the king of the great Babylonian Empire.  His story is told throughout the books of the prophets, but it is especially featured in the book of Daniel.  He is mostly known for placing Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the fiery furnace.  However, this is not all there was to this king.  He was one of the greatest military conquerors in history.  Because of the Israelites sins against God, God allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to conquer the Israelites during his great military march across the Middle East.  In fact, God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to take control of most of the nations in the land.  As a result, he was the most powerful man on the earth.  Unfortunately, Nebuchadnezzar also began to think he was the most powerful man in Heaven as well.  
	Nebuchadnezzar set up statutes to himself and forced the people to worship him.  He was full of pride in his military prowess and authority.  He felt no one could touch him.  He refused to acknowledge that his success was only because God allowed it to judge His people. He didn’t realize that at any moment it could all disappear.  He felt his success was because of him and his might.  He didn’t acknowledge God; that is, not until God forced the issue.
A Divine Warning
	One night, King Nebuchadnezzar went to bed, full of pride and arrogance.  However, he didn’t realize that he was about to have a divine appointment.  Let’s read it in Nebuchadnezzar own words found in Daniel 4.
4     I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace. ﻿5﻿ I saw a dream which made me afraid, ﻿and the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my head ﻿ ﻿troubled me.
	Nebuchadnezzar had gone to bed feeling proud and secure.  However, the dream ruined his morning.  He was terrified by what he dreamt.  Anxious to find out what the dream meant, he sought the guidance of his wise men, including Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar relayed his dream to them in detail.
10     These were the visions of my head while on my bed: I was looking, and behold, ﻿A tree in the midst of the earth, And its height was great.11  The tree grew and became strong;Its height reached to the heavens, And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth. 12  Its leaves were lovely, Its fruit abundant, And in it was food for all.  ﻿The beasts of the field found shade under it, The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches, And all flesh was fed from it.
13     “﻿I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was ﻿a watcher, ﻿ ﻿a holy one, coming down from heaven. ﻿14﻿ He cried ﻿﻿aloud and said thus: ﻿‘﻿Chop down the tree and cut off its branches,  Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.﻿ ﻿Let the beasts get out from under it, And the birds from its branches.15  Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, Bound with a band of iron and bronze, In the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, And let him graze with the beasts On the grass of the earth.16 Let his heart be changed from that of a man ,Let him be given the heart of a beast, And let seven ﻿ ﻿times ﻿pass over him. ‘﻿This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order ﻿that the living may know ﻿That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men,﻿ ﻿Gives it to whomever He will, And sets over it the ﻿ ﻿lowest of men.﻿’
	It is easy to see why the dream concerned King Nebuchadnezzar so much.  It left him worried, scared and unsure what to do.  Fortunately for him, he had Daniel to explain what the dream meant.  However, his proud heart wasn’t prepared for what he was about to hear.
 20      ﻿“﻿The tree that you saw….— ﻿22﻿ ﻿it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, ﻿ ﻿and your dominion to the end of the earth.
23     ﻿ ﻿“﻿And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘﻿Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, ﻿ ﻿and let him graze with the beasts of the field, till seven ﻿times pass over him﻿’; ﻿24﻿ this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king: ﻿25﻿ They shall ﻿ ﻿drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you ﻿eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven ﻿﻿times shall pass over you, ﻿ ﻿till you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and ﻿ ﻿gives it to whomever He chooses.
26     “﻿And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that ﻿ ﻿Heaven ﻿﻿rules. ﻿27﻿ Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; ﻿ ﻿break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. ﻿ ﻿Perhaps there may be ﻿a ﻿﻿lengthening of your prosperity.﻿”
	Daniel laid out the warning to Nebuchadnezzar:  Lose the pride or lose the kingdom.  Nebuchadnezzar was stunned by the interpretation.  It scared him so much that he immediately changed his ways, humbled himself before God, and served humbly as king under God’s command.  I really wish the story ended that way.  Actually, Nebuchadnezzar did act this way for awhile.  However, as we continue on in Daniel chapter 4, we see that his change was not genuine.  After some time, he fell back into his prideful ways.
28     All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. ﻿29﻿ At the end of the twelve months he was walking ﻿﻿about the royal palace of Babylon. ﻿30﻿ The king ﻿ ﻿spoke, saying, “﻿Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?﻿”
	King Nebuchadnezzar fell back into the old sinful thoughts.  Once again, he took all the praise and glory for his success.  Immediately, God’s judgment fell on the man who literally was given the kingdoms of the world.  
31     ﻿ ﻿While the word was still in the king’s mouth, ﻿ ﻿a voice fell from heaven: “﻿King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you! ﻿32﻿ And ﻿they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven ﻿﻿times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.﻿”
33     That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.
	Can you imagine this?  The most powerful man in the world was crawling around the fields eating grass while in desperate need of a manicure.  In one instant, Nebuchadnezzar experienced the words Solomon had spoken years before.  His pride led to his destruction.  Let’s face it; there is no greater fall for a powerful king than to end up impersonating a cow in the fields for 7 years.  
	Nebuchadnezzar learned that pride keeps people from enjoying God’s blessing on their lives.  Eventually, he learned his lesson and humbled himself before God.  As a result, God restored his kingdom to him.  However, this happy ending shouldn’t negate the power of this story.  Nebuchadnezzar’s pride destroyed him.  We need to be careful that we don’t end up the same way.
	God hates pride.  Pride is the sign of being a follower of Satan.  After all, pride is what caused Satan to lose it all and be thrown out of Heaven.  When we give way to pride in our lives, we are imitating the devil.  As a result, we not only lose God’s blessing, but we receive God’s opposition.
		God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble. James 4:6
	This verses states exactly what Nebuchadnezzar demonstrated to us.  When we allow pride to rule in our lives, God will stand up and oppose us.  He will literally stand in our way and fight against us.  I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to go through life this way.  I would rather remove pride than have God standing against me.  
	You may be thinking, “I want to remove the pride, but how do I do it?”  Fortunately for us, God answers this question for us.  The answer is one word.  Humility.  
	Humility means to have a humble view of one's own importance.  A humble person realizes that any success they achieve is a gift from God.  They realize that they are privileged and blessed to be the one God uses to achieve the success.  This causes them to be thankful to God and give Him all the praise.  They know God didn’t need them to create the success.  This humbles them and gives them a grateful, not proud heart.
	When we put aside our pride and walk in humility, we will develop a servant’s heart.  After all, this is the sign of a humble man.  A truly humble man has no problem being a servant.  A proud man would never dream of serving others.  He thinks he deserves others serving him.  A humble, godly man doesn’t have this attitude.  How do I know this?  Because it is what Jesus did.
	Jesus left the glory of Heaven and came to earth to serve others.  His entire life was geared to servanthood.  It was the one lesson He constantly hammered into His disciples.  He even demonstrated servanthood when He washed their feet.  If we are to model Jesus, we need to put aside our pride and humbly serve others.  I remember a specific time when this was demonstrated right before my eyes.
	It was during my junior year of college.  The college was going through a lot of changes.  One of the changes was the promotion of one of my favorite professors to Dean of Men.  This Professor had only been at the school for three years and already he was promoted to this huge position.  However, he never allowed this to fill him with pride.  He never lost his servants heart and humble attitude.  How do I know this?  Because he demonstrated his humble attitude before my eyes.  
	It was the end of the semester.  For the entire year, the guys on my floor had to endure a young, cocky freshman who constantly harassed the other guys on his floor.  He would do stupid jokes like placing Vaseline on our doorknobs or waking us up in the middle of the night with prank calls.  Eventually we had enough and some of the guys decided to take revenge. 
	Because it was the end of the semester, we had to get our rooms into the same shape we found them. Many of the guys had placed their beds on cinderblocks so they would have more storage room underneath.  Now that the semester was almost over, they had to get rid of the blocks.  The guys took all the blocks and piled them in front of the young man’s door.  Then they “mortared” them together by filling the holes with popcorn.  As a final touch, they smeared the freshman’s favorite prank fluid, Vaseline, over the entire wall.  It was a slimy, sticky mess.  
	When the freshman came back to the dorm and saw the wall, he was furious.  This only made the pranksters even more proud.  This is where the new dean of men came into the picture.  When he found out, he “suggested” that the guys remove the wall.  The guys refused.  They were too proud to touch the slimy mess.  However, their pride soon turned to shame.  The newly appointed Dean of Men came into our dorm, removed his tie and jacket, rolled up his sleeves, and began taking apart the disgusting wall.  As he carried the slimy blocks outside, all the guys on the floor were filled with shame.  Immediately, he had ten or more guys, myself included, carrying the mess to the dumpster.  
	My Professor, turned Dean of Men, didn’t take pride in his new position.  Instead, he had a humble attitude.  Unlike the proud students, he didn’t think of himself as too good to do this disgusting job.  Instead, he demonstrated humility and servanthood.  We all need to learn from his example.
	We need to become men who put aside our male pride.  We must replace it with the attitude demonstrated by both this college professor and Jesus.  We must become humble men who are willing to serve.  King Nebuchadnezzar stayed proud and lost everything.  We need to learn from his example and daily put on humility.  This humility should be demonstrated through having a servant’s heart.  Only then can we become God’s man.  Let’s begin today.
	Dear Heavenly Father, Please forgive me for every time I have given ground to pride in my life.  Help me to no longer allow my male pride to keep me from being the man you want me to be.  Help me to never seek praise or glory for the things you accomplish in my life. 
	Father, forgive me for every time I placed to much value on myself.  Forgive me for not giving you the proper praise and glory you deserve.  Help me to realize that anything I accomplish is because of you and despite myself.
	Help me to develop a spirit of humility.  Develop a servant’s heart inside of me so I can emulate your Son.  I want to be God’s man, a man of graciousness and humility.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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