Handyman Hints
Lawn Maintenance
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. I Corinthians 13:11
	In this month’s handyman hints, I want to talk about how to have a great looking lawn.  When I was a teenager, one of my chores was to mow and maintain our lawn.   I always did it as fast as I could so I could get back to what I wanted to do.  I mowed the lawn short so I didn’t have to do it as often.  I didn’t take pride in my work or how the lawn looked.   Now that I am older, I have learned the importance of both doing a job well and having a well-manicured lawn.  God showed me that a well-manicured lawn is a sign of being a good steward.  I have learned many helpful hints that I want to share with you so you too can have a lush beautiful lawn.  You don’t have to pay someone hundreds of dollars to take care of your lawn for you.  You can do it yourself.  Here are 5 helpful hints I have learned that will help your lawn grow thick and beautiful.
1.   Fertilize your yard.
	The first thing you need to do to have a thick, lush lawn is to fertilize it.  It is best to fertilize your yard in the spring and the fall.  There are many brands of fertilizer to choose from.  I personally use Jonathan Green fertilizer because it has given me excellent results.  In the spring I use a green-up product that contains high nitrogen content.  Nitrogen helps my grass grow green and lush.  In the fall, I go with a winter preparatory mix that helps strengthen the grass roots to help them survive the winter.  My advice to you would be to contact your local nursery and ask them what fertilizer mixture is best for your locations and conditions.
	One word of advice:  Each type of fertilizer is different, so make sure you follow the directions on the bag.  Failure to do so will burn your lawn.  I learned this the hard way and would hate to have the same thing happen to you.
2.  Lime your yard.
	The second step to a thick, beautiful lawn is to spread lime on your yard.  Spreading lime pellets helps neutralize the acid in the soil, killing moss.  This is important because moss overtakes a lawn, killing grass and leaving bald spots.  The lime destroys the moss, allowing you to move onto step 3.
3.  Reseed your lawn
	It is good to reseed your yard every spring.  It is inexpensive to do, and the results are amazing.  It is important to reseed with the proper grass seed for your area, so again, contact your local nursery to find the proper seed for your area and conditions.
	One more hint about reseeding.  DO NOT OVERSEED.  Overseeding can cause the seed to choke itself out, wasting your time and money.  When you spread the seed make sure to follow the directions on the bag.   There are usually 2 sets of directions, a set for new planting, and a set for reseeding.  It takes 3 times as much grass seed to grow a new lawn, so make sure you follow the directions for reseeding. 
4.  Don’t Cut Your Grass Short
	If you follow the previous 3 steps, you will have a thick, lush lawn that will be the envy of your neighborhood.  In order to keep it that way you have to mow it properly.  I always thought that the purpose of cutting grass was so it would be short.  However, when you cut it too low, it causes the grass to die.  If your yard is hilly, you can scalp the yard, leaving bald spots.  I have learned that the proper way to move the lawn is to keep the blade a little bit higher.  You should leave your grass about 2-3 inches long.   You are not necessarily cutting grass to keep it short.  You want to keep it uniform.  Leaving the grass longer does not make it look sloppy.  The blade cuts at even heights and makes it look like you cut it short, but the grass will look clean, manicured, and will live much longer into the summer.
5.  Trim your edges.
	The final step to maintaining your yard is to do final trim work.  It is important to use a weedwacker to cut the high grass around your trees and sidewalk.  It doesn’t matter how well you maintain your yard.  If there is high grass and weeds around the edges, it is all people will notice.  It may take a little longer to trip your weeds, but a good weedwacker will help make your lawn look like a million dollars.
	Lawn Maintenance can become an enjoyable job.  I have come to love my time maintaining my yard.  It is a relaxing time outdoors.  I spend my time mowing the lawn praying for my neighbors.  I have come to appreciate the beauty of a lush green yard.  I take pride in how my yard looks.  The money I save doing the work myself is nice too.  I want to encourage you to try the hints I have given you.   Make your yard look like a million dollars.  Enjoy the time spent mowing and maintaining the yard.  It is time we all put aside our childhood feelings that yard work is a nuisance.  Let’s all learn to love our lawn and take pride in it’s appearance.  I know you can do it!
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