GRATEFUL

There’s a beautiful song the Church sings:
“Give thanks with a grateful heart.  Give thanks to the Holy One.”

A GRATEFUL HEART is necessary in managing the money God gives to us to live on.
WHAT IS A GRATEFUL HEART?
It is a thankful ATTITUDE toward God because He is our Provider.
Gratefulness is what we feel in our hearts for God when He meets our needs.  
It is a deep appreciation for all the benefits we receive from God.  We then express our gratefulness by thanking Him.   

HOW DO WE DEVELOP A GRATEFUL HEART?
1.  We need to see God as our provider.
2.  We need to understand He gives us what we have.
3.  We need to practice thanking Him for things.

One way we become grateful is to see everything from God.  Every purchase; our food; our clothes; our house, cars, computer etc.  EVERYTHING.  Give God credit for supplying everything and thank Him.  We must learn to train ourselves to thank Him.

EXAMPLE: Your favorite uncle gives you $1000.  You would thank him.  But let’s go a step further.  See God as using your uncle to give you $1000 and thank Him. Verbally thank Him.
Our heart will follow our will, but first we must force our will to be thankful and grateful to God, our Provider.

We have a tendency to want control and give ourselves the credit.  That attitude is not Christ-like.   In Stewardship, we learned God owns everything.  If we truly believe this principle, we will thank Him and be grateful for what He gives us.  (PHIL. 4:4-7; 4:19)

REASONS WHY WE NEED TO PRACTICE BEING GRATEFUL AND THANKFUL TO GOD:   PSALM 78

1. PS.  78:4-6  We need to be grateful so we can teach our children to be grateful for what God provides for us.  We are then teaching them the Principle that God is our Provider and we thank Him for what we have.

2. 78:5-7  If we teach our children to pray and ask God for what they need, they will learn to depend on Him for those needs.  When He answers their prayers, they can thank Him.  This is how a grateful heart is developed in our children.


3. 78.8  Teaching our children to depend on God and trust Him to provide needs breaks generational iniquities of stubbornness, selfishness, rebellion, being unfaithful to God and even ungratefulness.

4. 78:9   When we practice thankfulness, in hard financial times we won’t turn away from God, but will trust Him and keep moving forward with Him believing He will help us.


5. 78:10   Disappointment with God can cause us to give up on Him and how He provides for us.   

6. 78:11   We thank Him so we don’t forget.  Keep a written record of miracles and ways God moves for you so you don’t forget and get angry at Him when disappointment comes in your life.

7. 78:18  Being thankful will help us not be willful and demand our own way.

8.  78:19   We must be careful not to get angry with God and complain.   Practicing gratefulness is one way to prevent this. 

What financial miracles has God done for you?  PS. 78:12
When you were backed up against a wall, how did He come thru for you?  PS. 78:13
Do you ask for His guidance?  PS. 78:14
Do you believe God can deliver you in hard financial times?  Do you trust Him?  PS. 78:22

Gratefulness will protect us from:
1.  Rebelling against God
2.  Grieving Him.
3.  Forgetting all He’s done for us in the past.
4.  Being disloyal, faithless and unreliable.

REASONS WHY WE SHOULD BE GRATEFUL TO GOD:
1.  He is God.  We need to learn respect for who He is.
2.  He loves us.
3.  He is faithful to us.
4.  He leads and guides us.
5.  He is always there to help us.

There are demonic influences that can live inside of us to keep us from being grateful to God.
They are:
1.  Disloyal
2.  Faithless
3.  Idol worship
4.  Spoiled brat
5.  Rebellious
6.  Unbelief in God
7.  Complaining
8.  Disappointment
 If you struggle with ungratefulness toward God, call 717-545-4550 and pray with Pastor Herritt.  Praying with him will release the demonic control inside you and set you free to love God and be grateful to Him.  When darkness leaves, light comes thru.  Then, we are then able to serve God more clearly without the demonic influences interfering or playing tricks on our thinking.

WHAT KILLS A GRATEFUL HEART?    COMPLAINING
Why do we complain?  It could be from being a spoiled brat and not being use to anyone saying “no” to you.  It could be a generational iniquity passed down from your parents.  It could be dissatisfaction, discontentment with life in general.  There are many reasons why we complain.
Complaining is sin.  It is an attitude which also gives ground to the demon complaining. It must go.  We can’t allow it to be a part of our lives.  It kills our relationship with God.  We see this in the Book of Numbers.   The Israelites complained to each other about everything.

NUMBERS 11:1 They complained about their hardship to each other.  The SIN involved was they didn’t ask God to help them.  Moses went to God.  He talked to Him and God helped.
The others complained.  It was a way of life to them.  Thus nothing was changed in their lives.

11:4-6   They complained about what they didn’t have.   This is sin against God because He is
 our Provider.
16:3 	They blamed others for their troubles.
20:2-3 	They refused to believe God would provide as He promised.
21:5 	They failed to recognize that their problems were brought on by their own disobedience.

We need to stop complaining and go to God.  He can change our attitudes, deliver us from demonic control and solve our problems IF we obey Him and do what He wants done, the way He wants it done.
SUBMISSION is a big part of GRATEFULNESS.    We need to take our problems to God.  He is the One who can do something about them. 
We must ask God to forgive us for choosing to complain instead of practicing gratefulness.

PRACTICAL ADVICE ON GRATEFULNESS
1.  Ask God’s permission before you purchase things.  Then thank Him for them.
2.  When you get in your car, thank God for it.
3.  When you are standing at the stove, thank God for the stove and food you are cooking.
4.  When you need to purchase something, let’s say a vacuum cleaner, ask God what kind and
     where to buy it.  Then thank Him.
This teaches us to depend on God, and give Him His rightful place in our lives.   It keeps us humble and grateful to Him for the things He gives us.   It squelches pride and a haughty spirit in us because we have material possessions.  
We must keep in perspective Who gives us things and thank Him for them.

I THESS. 5:18  GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, FOR THIS IS GOD’S WILL FOR YOU IN CHRIST JESUS.  God wants us to be thankful and give Him thanks.

When there is no one else to help you and no where else to turn but Jesus and He comes thru, what you feel is a heart of gratefulness.   When He is the only One who has the answer and solutions and He comes thru, you feel grateful.    If you are truly thankful, your life will show it.   
Don’t take God’s provisions and answered prayer for granted.   Be polite and thank Him.  
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