	Welcome to winter.  During the winter months, it can be tough for the do-it-yourselfer to find projects to do…after all, who wants to be outside working in freezing cold weather.  However, don’t despair.  There are loads of projects we can do on the inside of the home.  
	Is there a certain room in your house where the lighting isn’t very good?  Has your wife been saying that she hates the old, outdated light fixture in your home?  Would you like to change out the old light in your bedroom for a new overhead fan?  These are all simple projects to do once you know how to change a light fixture.   This month’s handyman hints is going to teach you how to do it.   It really is simple.
	Before tackling your light replacement project, be sure you have these items…trust me it is a hassle to constantly be getting up and down a ladder to go gather tools.  So gather these before you start:
A tall-enough ladder
The new light fixture
A slotted screwdriver
A Philips screwdriver
Pliers
Wire cutters
Wire nuts
Utility knife
A length of wire (to hang the light temporarily) 
	After you have gathered these items, it is time to turn off the circuit breaker to the ceiling light you’ll be working on. Don’t rely on just turning the light switch off. Some lights may be wired with the switch on the cold side of the circuit, meaning the light’s wires are still hot even when the switch is off.  Trust me, it is worth the effort to go to the basement and flip the breaker just to make sure.
	After you turn off the electric to the light, it is time to remove the old ceiling fixture.   For the majority of fixtures, you have to remove the globe or diffusing glass first, as if you were going to replace the light bulbs. (For convenience reasons, fixtures are typically designed so that globes can be removed by turning a few screws with your fingers.) Then remove the bulbs, and bring the globe and bulbs down and place them out of the way.

	The fixture will be held to the ceiling electrical box by either a threaded rod in the center, or a pair of screws on either side of the center of the fixture. When you remove the rod or screws, the fixture will come loose and be held up only by the electrical wires.  You will need to support the fixture with one hand as you remove the last fastener. Make sure you can reach your tools before you get into an awkward position.
	To keep from having to juggle the fixture in one hand while you disconnect wires with the other, simply use your wire cutters to cut the electrical wires. (Don’t cut the house wiring; cut the fixture’s wires, including the ground wire.) Now you can bring the old light fixture down and set it aside as well.
	Now it is time to get ready for the new light fixture.  Examine your new fixture and look at the instructions for how it attaches to the ceiling electrical box. If attachment fittings are provided, take these with you back up the ladder.
	Back at the ceiling box, clean up the wires by disconnecting the house wiring from the bits of leftover fixture wire and removing the leftover ground wire. Make sure none of the wires you cut to remove the fixture are still attached to the house wire.  Examine the electrical box to see how the new fixture will attach to the box, installing the provided fittings if needed.   If you’re uncomfortable with anything you’re doing, stop, do not turn the circuit back on, and call a professional.
	When you understand how to attach the new fixture and have everything prepared, be sure to put the house electrical wires in a convenient position for connecting them before bringing the new fixture up the ladder.
	Before you tackle hanging the new ceiling fixture, do a little planning.  If your new fixture is overly large or bulky, you really should have a helper on another ladder to hold the light while you connect the wiring.  If the fixture is manageable, it’s still going to be tricky holding the light in one hand while trying to connect the wiring one-handed with the other. Several possibilities for making this easier are to use a length of wire to tie the light fixture so that it hangs while you connect electrical wiring, or to wrap the ground wire around a screw in the electrical box and tighten it to suspend the fixture temporarily.
	Use the wire nuts to connect the fixture’s electrical wires, ie...Red wire to red wire and black to black, and then connect the ground wire. Be sure to push the wires up into the electrical box and out of the way as needed and to remove any wires used for temporarily hanging the fixture. Lifting the fixture into place, you can now install the fasteners that hold the fixture to the ceiling.
	You have just hung your first light fixture!  Now, BEFORE YOU FASTEN THE LIGHT FIXTURE TO THE CEILING, TURN THE CIRCUIT BREAKER BACK ON TO SEE IF IT IS WORKING.  If it works, shut them back of and attach the light to the ceiling following the instructions supplied with the box.  Then turn the breaker back on.  The light should now be working.
	Hanging a new light fixture is a very satisfying job, plus it saves you loads of money since you don’t have to hire an electrician.  So go ahead and give it a try…you will be so glad that you did.
© 2011 www.notyourdadministries.com, a division of James J. Holden Ministries, L.L.C
