Cleaning Out Your Temple
	I recently read a story that reminded me of why I started this ministry.  It was about a young man who was struggling with his parent’s recent divorce.  Even though he was raised in the church, he found himself struggling to break free from his parent’s generational sins.  The young man wanted to be reassured that he was not doomed to repeat his parent’s mistakes.  Could he break free and become a godly man?  My answer to him well as all of us is this:  No man is doomed to repeat his father’s life of mistakes and sins.  We can all break free and become godly men.  I want to show you in the Old Testament a man who not only left his father’s evil ways and became a godly man, but who also lead thousands of people to do the same.
	In 2 Chronicles 28-32, we read about Hezekiah.  Hezekiah grew up as a prince in Judah.  His father, Ahaz, was the king of Judah for 16 years.
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the LORD. 2 He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and also made cast idols for worshiping the Baals. 3 He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his sons in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 4 He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under every spreading tree. 
 5 Therefore the LORD his God handed him over to the king of Aram. The Arameans defeated him and took many of his people as prisoners and brought them to Damascus. He was also given into the hands of the king of Israel, who inflicted heavy casualties on him

	Ahaz was a wicked and evil king.  If there was anything immoral or evil to do, he did it.   He made and worshipped idols.  He set up high places.   He broke all God’s laws.  He was a murderer because he sacrificed his own son in demonic worship of another god.   
  Ahaz hated God and did everything he could to get rid of God in his life.  He locked the doors to the temple, literally slapping God in the face and saying “I don’t want you in my life at all”.  He refused to worship God, and he stopped the nation from worshipping God.   He rejected God and His ways, so God was forced to reject Him once and for all. Ahaz’s sin caused him and the entire nation of Israel to fall into oppression and bondage.
	Ahaz died in his rebellion.  He was remembered as one of the worst men in Israel’s history.  He was so despised that he was not even allowed to be buried in the royal manner he deserved as a king.  It would be equal to refusing to allow a former U.S. President to lie in state in the Capital or have a grand state funeral.  It was an insult to his name and legacy.  This was the role model Hezekiah grew up watching.  What a legacy!
	You would think Hezekiah would naturally follow in his father’s evil, idolatrous footsteps.  After all, aren’t we all doomed to become our dads?  NO!  We aren’t!  Hezekiah’s life demonstrates this fact beautifully.
 1 Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother's name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done.

	Hezekiah made the choice not to follow His father’s evil behavior.  He was not going down the same evil path!  He was going to break free and serve God wholeheartedly.  He was going to be God’s man.  This needs to become our attitude.
	We don’t have to follow in our father’s steps.  We don’t have to be emotionally dysfunctional, abusive men or desert our families.  You don’t have to cheat on your wife.   Being a workaholic doesn’t have to be our destiny.  We can all break free and become like Jesus.
	We can become men who love God and are wholeheartedly devoted to God.  Even if no other man in our family has ever served God, we can blaze a new trail.  We can all start a legacy of being strong, dependable, godly men.  Hezekiah gives us an excellent example of how to follow and obey God.  He made changes in his life and inspired an entire nation to do the same.
	How do we do it? We do it the same way Hezekiah did it.  First of all, Hezekiah realized that the way his father lived was wrong and he needed to live differently.
5 and Hezekiah said: "Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate yourselves now and consecrate the temple of the LORD, the God of your fathers. Remove all defilement from the sanctuary. 6 Our fathers were unfaithful; they did evil in the eyes of the LORD our God and forsook him. They turned their faces away from the LORD's dwelling place and turned their backs on him. 7 They also shut the doors of the portico and put out the lamps. They did not burn incense or present any burnt offerings at the sanctuary to the God of Israel. 8 Therefore, the anger of the LORD has fallen on Judah and Jerusalem; he has made them an object of dread and horror and scorn, as you can see with your own eyes. 9 This is why our fathers have fallen by the sword and why our sons and daughters and our wives are in captivity.

	No man can change until he recognizes that he needs to change.  Hezekiah saw his father live a sinful life that led to sin, bondage, and oppression, so he decided he was going to live a totally different way.  We need to come to the place where we decide not to be our fathers.  Then we need to make the changes in our lives so we don’t end up with the same disastrous results.  Once we make the decision to change, we can then begin to remove the sins passed onto us from our dads.  This is exactly what Hezekiah did.
 3 In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the doors of the temple of the LORD and repaired them… 10 Now I intend to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from us…

	Hezekiah took responsibility for inheriting his father’s sins and took the steps to destroy them.  He started by establishing a relationship with God.  He reopened the temple, reinstituting the worship of God instead of idols.  He made a personal covenant with God.  He threw out his dad’s idols.  He threw everything out of God’s house that didn’t belong there.  He restored the items to the temple that his father had removed. 
He and the people committed themselves to wholeheartedly serve God.  He made up his mind to destroy sin in his life and replace it with godly behavior.  Nothing was going to stand in his way of obeying God.  As a result, God moved mightily to set them free and restore a relationship with them.
	We all inherit our parent’s sins and generational demons.  This is a fact of life.  How does this happen?  We grow up watching their actions and behavior.  We saw the things they did.  We saw what they put first in their lives.  We heard them speak.   We felt how they treated us.   We saw it as normal and imitated it in our lives.  However, we can’t go on this way.  We can’t continue in their sin.  Nor can we go on blaming our parents.  We must take ownership of the sins, confess them, and remove them from our lives.  
	The Bible tells us we are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  God lives in us.  We must restore our relationship with God.  We must obey the Bible and live life God’s way, not our dad’s way.  Then God is able to move for us and answer our prayers.		
 6 At the king's command, couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with letters from the king and from his officials, which read: 
       "People of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that he may return to you who are left, who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 Do not be like your fathers and brothers, who were unfaithful to the LORD, the God of their fathers, so that he made them an object of horror, as you see. 8 Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were; submit to the LORD. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. 9 If you return to the LORD, then your brothers and your children will be shown compassion by their captors and will come back to this land, for the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his face from you if you return to him."… 25 The entire assembly of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests and Levites and all who had assembled from Israel, including the aliens who had come from Israel and those who lived in Judah. 26 There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27 The priests and the Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his holy dwelling place.

Hezekiah’s first priority was to restore his relationship with God.  He set out to obey God and do what He wanted.  He had to get the sin out of his life and replace it with God’s word.  Once he did this, he was able to help others.   Hezekiah’s decision to wholeheartedly serve God inspired and led an entire nation to leave their father’s sinful ways and obey God.    For the first time in 16 years, the Israelites were able to offer sacrifices to God and have their prayers answered.  All because one man stood up and decided he had enough of his sinful generational iniquities.  
	In summary, let’s go back to the story of the young man in the beginning of this article.  The question he asked was, can he break free from his father’s sinful patterns?   Yes!   Hezekiah’ life demonstrates this point beautifully.  He taught us all that a man can change when he has a relationship with Jesus.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can overcome whatever we experienced growing up.  We can become new creatures in Christ, even if we were raised by an unsaved father.  We are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We can clean out the sin in our lives and become holy like God.  We can live different lives in Jesus, no matter what are fathers were like.  Hezekiah did, and so can we.
	Dear Heavenly Father, we come before you confessing the need to change. We all have generational sins, iniquities, and demons we need to break free of.  We realize our need to change.  We want to follow you wholeheartedly and we don’t want anything to stand in our way.  From today forward, show us what sins are in our lives that we need to face and destroy.  Show us through Your Word how to replace these sins with godly behavioral patterns.  Do such a mighty work inside of us that people notice and want to follow our example.  We want to be known as God’s men.  Begin the Work today.
In Jesus name, Amen.
Homework:
1. Do what Hezekiah did.  Talk to God and tell Him you want to serve Him with your whole heart.  Give Him permission to do whatever He wants with your life and to expose whatever sins He needs to expose so you can become His man.  Tell Him you want to clean out your mind and change, your behavior just like Hezekiah demonstrated for us.
2. If you afraid of repeating your father’s behavior and sins, you need to go through deliverance.  Demons are holding you in bondage to fear, doom, and rebellion.
3. This article made the following statement: “No man can change until He recognizes the need to change.”  Have you reached this place in your own life that you see the need for change and want to change?
4. What are some of the areas in your life that need to be changed?
5. Do you blame your dad for your life?  The problems you are having?  Forgive Him.   Go through deliverance so you can recognize the generational demons causing you to sin and act like Him.  Then you can take responsibility for your life and obey God.  Change comes by obeying God’s word and doing His will.
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