   Jesus and Joanna
	Joanna was the wife of Cuza the manager of Herod’s household.  (Luke 8:3)   She had social rank, influence, and great wealth.  Most importantly, she believed in Jesus with her whole heart.   She loved Him and wanted to help His ministry in every way that she could.   
	She recognized that Jesus and His disciples had financial needs while they traveled around ministering.  So she and other women like her decided to provide those financial needs.   The best part is, Jesus accepted their offer.  He allowed them to serve God in the capacities they had.  
	He didn’t become insecure about taking help from women.   He didn’t point out that finances weren’t really a women’s issue.   And He didn’t let his ego inflate and remind them that He miraculously got money out of a fish when He needed to pay His taxes.   He didn’t really need their help.  Jesus knew Who He was, so He allowed them to be themselves and minister to Him.   
	So again the question arises; do you treat woman the way Jesus does?  Do you respond to the strong, capable women in your life with insecurity or encouragement?  If your wife is skilled in financial matters, do you learn from her and support her as you work on things together or do you sulk and let her handle everything on her own?  If she has the gift of organization, do you help her or make fun of her for being a perfectionist neat-freak?   Do you support the goals and dreams of the woman in your life, or do you squash them?  How do you respond when a woman is more successful than you are in an area?  Do you become intimidated and embarrassed and sulk or pout?  Do you become over-critical of her mistakes or make fun of her?  Are you allowing the women in your life to be all God created them to be?  If not, then you are sinning against them and God?
	Surprised?  How can being insecure be a sin?  Because your insecurity is affecting another person.  God created each woman with a unique personality, abilities, and gifts.  If your insecurity is keeping someone from becoming what God wants them to be, then you are sinning against God.  You are working against His plan and that is dangerous territory.  You need to change and start agreeing with God about the woman in your life.  How do I know this?  I had to make these changes in my life.
	I grew up with a father who lived this way.  My dad supressed the life out of my mom and sister.  He constantly criticised and put them down for everything she did.   There was no pleasing him.  Both are very talented and capable women.  Whatever they try to do they can do.  I grew up watching my dad’s negative behavior toward them and learned his ways.
	Like my father,  I tolerated no women telling me what to do or yelling at me.  I would always “put women in their place”.  I never listened to them or worked with them.  Instead, I was abusive, critical, and down-right cruel.  Thankfully, God showed me the sin and damage my behavior was causing to both me and my family.  He told me I must stop my behavior of abuse.  I needed to change, repent, and begin treating all women with dignity and respect, supporting them and encouraging them at all times.  He told me that I can NEVER again try and suppress a woman or her spirir.  Then He showed me how to change.  You can do the same things I did.  
1.	Repent
	Recognize that what you are doing is serious sin and ask God to forgive you and change you.  Don’t brush it off as no big deal.  Damaging another person’s soul is a big deal and we need to repent.
2.	Take steps to overcome
	My first suggestion would be deliverance.  It will get to the root of your problem of insecurity, pride, intimidation and maybe even hatred toward women.  Deliverance is like pulling weeds in a garden.  You can try and control the weeds with a weedwacker, but they will just keep coming back.  You need to go to the root of the weed and remove it completely.  Deliverance will do that.
	Another option is Christian counseling.  However, don’t go in walllowing in self-pity.  Go in with the intention of finding ways to overcome the learned sinful behavior. 
3.	Go to the women your insecurity has hurt and ask forgiveness.
	Ask the Holy Spirit to bring specific instances to your mind so you can ask forgiveness specifically.  Don’t be shocked and offended if they don’t say “That’s okay, I forgive you” right away.  They may have specific hurts they need to talk about and work through.  Let them.  Remember, you were wrong and you hurt them.
4.	Change your thinking and actions about and toward women.
	Go from being Mr. Insecure to Mr. Encouragement.  Ask the Holy Spirit to change your heart from insecure and resentful to grateful and appreciative.  Realize what a blessing a strong, capable woman can be.  Learn from them.  Stretch and grow to their standards and become the best person you can be.  Give them the encouragement and freedom to flourish.  Stop thinking about yourself and learn to love and encourage those around you.  Get on board with God’s plan and let woman be who He made them to be.  Jesus did and we should too.
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