           Jesus’ disciples went alone into the town of Sychar.  Jesus was waiting by the towns local well to give a life-saving encounter to a Samaritan woman.  Everyday she went to the well alone because she didn’t want to endure the gossip and stares of the other women.  Her past was full of broken relationships and scandal, and she would rather be alone than face them everyday.   On this day, she wasn’t alone.   Jesus was at the well.    
	Jesus, a Jewish man, respectfully and politely asked her, a Samaritan woman, for a drink of water.   This shocked her.  Samaritans were thought to be of a lower class than Jews.    Still, He treated her with dignity and respect.    He wasn’t embarrassed to be seen with her.   Most of the men she was familiar with treated her as an object they could use and then discard.   Jesus listened to what she said without interrupting her.   He spoke truth to her.     She was accustomed to men taking what they could get from her, not trying to help her.   He did not see her this way.   He saw her soul and how much she needed Him, God, in her life.  He was genuinely concerned about her.    Because of the descent way He treated her, she respected and honored Him.   She fell in love with Him and served Him.    
	Jesus treated her totally different.  She wasn’t a Samaritan or a sexy woman to Him.  She was a person.    He cared about her soul.   He knew His actions and behavior toward her would affect her eternal soul, her image of herself, and her image of God.  Thus, His words and actions changed her life.  
	What lessons can we learn from Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well?  Let’s start with the obvious.    Jesus treated her like a human soul and not a sexual creature.  Men who are true Christians need to follow His example.   I believe it is a man’s responsibility to pray and ask God to lead him to the woman he should marry.   Then He should love His wife and be completely faithful to her throughout their lives.   She is the only woman with whom he should consider sexual intimacy.    All other women should be treated as Paul told Timothy in  1 Timothy 5:2 “Treat older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.”   Jesus said that anything else is sin in Matthew 5:28.     This is the Biblical standard Christian men are to follow.   That is the example set by Jesus with the Woman at the Well. 
	That is the obvious point.   Let’s dig a little deeper.  When we read the conversation between Jesus and the woman we see that Jesus’ main concern was her eternal soul.  Every line of their conversation was geared at reaching her soul and bringing her into a right relationship with God.    Following Jesus’ example, how concerned are you with the eternal souls of the women in your life?
	All men interact with women on a daily basis.  We have wives or girlfriends, mothers, daughters, sisters.  Do you ever think about how your words and actions will affect their eternal souls?   The eternal soul is the most important part of a person because it lasts forever.   If a person’s eternal soul is Jesus’ #1 priority, than it should be the #1 priority of His men.  
	I grew up around men who didn’t give a woman’s soul a second thought.   I knew men who went to church faithfully, raised their hands and praised God.   They made a big show of how religious they were, but when they went home they treated their wives and daughters terribly.    They treated them disrespectfully.   Their words were harsh and hurtful.    In turn, their wives and daughters went through life with broken hearts and spirits.   
	I’m sure Jesus was in Heaven saying, “Get real, man.  Let’s cut out the hypocrisy and the big churchy show and get down to your personal issues that cause you to treat the women in your life so horribly.   I’m tired of you hurting them and causing them pain, breaking their hearts and taking no responsibility.   I’m not pleased with your fake religion.   I want you to love the women I’ve put in your life and treat them with dignity and respect.”
	Which category do you fall into?   Are you following Jesus’ example and caring for the eternal souls of the women in your life or are you like the men I grew up with?   Are you encouraging your wife to grow closer to God or are you a stumbling block that comes between her and God?   Are you the cause of pain and heartache in the soul of your wife or are you helping her soul heal?   Does the way you treat your wife make her feel better about herself of worse?
	As a father, are you encouraging your daughter to be all she can be in God, or are you squashing her dreams and ambitions?   Do your actions and words to your daughter make her respect herself and want to marry a godly man who respects her or is she so wounded by how you treat her that she is looking for love anywhere she can get it?   Have your jokes about your sister damaged her self-esteem?   Do your treat your mother with the dignity and respect she deserves or is she injured by your disrespect and taking advantage of her over the years?   Are the women you dated healthier emotionally for having known you or are they scarred because of your harsh treatment?
	This list of questions isn’t meant to be a guilt trip.   It is meant to be a reality check.  These are the questions that you will have to answer before God.  Now is the time to answer these questions and if you aren’t happy with the answers, you can repent and change.  The Holy Spirit loves changing hearts and teaching people new ways to live.  He wants to teach you how to treat women with dignity and respect.  You can go to women you have hurt and ask forgiveness.  You can change your words and actions and start treating women like Jesus did.  
	You are having an affect on the eternal souls of women.    The question is: Are you leading them closer to God or further away?    Jesus led women closer to God.  Will you follow His example?
