	“I grew up in a family didn’t show love to each other.  I am not very emotional, and I have trouble showing love to others and accepting love in return.  How can God use me when I can’t show love to others?”
	“I have struggled with being prejudiced.  I now know this is sin.  How can God use me when I have been prejudiced towards others?”
	The Bible tells us that we will be known as God’s children by the love we show others.  For many of us, we wonder how we could ever be God’s children with this condition.  Love is not our most shining quality.  I have good news for you.  Those words in the Bible were written by John, one of Jesus’ disciples.   If God could use John, He can definitely use you.
John is often referred to as the disciple whom Jesus loved.  However, this was not always John’s identity.   John did not always display this character trait in his life.   In his early years, John was as an extremist and a bigot.   He was a narrow-minded man who lashed out without thinking of the consequences.	The Gospels portray John as a harsh, self-seeking, arrogant, and sometimes violent man.  Luke 9:51-56 tells us that the town of Samaria refused to receive Jesus and His disciples.  When John heard this, he asked Jesus to allow him and James call down fire from Heaven to destroy the entire city!  Not exactly a loving man!
What made him that way?   We don’t know much about John’s childhood except that he grew up with his older brother, James.    Both men were working with their father as fishermen when Jesus called them to follow Him.  They already knew Jesus, Who was their cousin.   
We also know that John grew up in a wealthy, affluent family.   We learn this from the story of Jesus being tried before the High Priest just before His death.  John was allowed to attend the trial because of his affluent background.            
            John had the heart of a hardened man.   He was a man in need of love and affection in his life.  He needed someone to love him and teach him how to love others.
	We don’t know what it was that made John feel unloved.  Maybe he had a demanding, abusive father.  Maybe he resented growing up in the shadows of his older brother.  Maybe he was picked on and teased as a child.  We don’t know, but it is clear he felt unloved.
John was searching for something.  He had a heart for God and spiritual things.  Before he was called by Jesus, he was a disciple of John the Baptist.  I believe John was on a search to fill the void in his soul.  He found what he was looking for in Jesus’ love. 
In the Gospel of John, we will see the cold-hearted, mean John soften and begin to refer to himself as “The disciple whom Jesus loved.”  How was Jesus able to get through to John?  The same way He gets through to us.  He loved him.  He spent time with John.  John got to know Jesus intimately.  Jesus knew John’s heart and how to get through the damage, the inability to trust anyone, the pain in his soul.
	The more he spent time with Jesus, the more John learned to trust Him.  John saw Jesus respond with mercy to the woman caught in adultery.  He was there when Jesus resurrected a grieving family’s daughter.  He witnessed the gentle way Jesus dealt with the woman who reached out for Jesus to heal her bleeding illness.  John’s increased trust in Jesus helped him drop the barricade he erected around his heart.  He realized the great depth of Jesus’ love.  All this began to have a changing effect on John’s heart. 
	When John witnessed Jesus perform a miracle on a demon possessed child, he saw the compassion Jesus felt for both the boy and his father.  He saw Jesus reach out in love to help them.  John watched Jesus deliver him from the demon.  This affirmed again to John that Jesus is the Messiah.  He witnessed Jesus have power and authority over the demonic world.  More importantly, he saw that Jesus loved to help people in need.
         John saw the gentle way that Jesus chose to rebuke him and the other disciples.  He corrected them, but he didn’t abuse or abandon them.  His rebukes had a lesson behind them.  He always gave them a chance to change and begin again. 
	No matter what it was that caused John to feel unloved, in Jesus, he saw the opposite behavior.   John grew to trust Jesus and accept His love.   He saw that Jesus’ love was different from any treatment he ever received before.   Eventually, John became a loving man himself.  His heart changed so drastically that when Jesus was dying on the cross, he asked John to take care of his mother.  Jesus never would have asked the cold-hearted, unloving John to care for his mother.   However, He knew that his love had changed John’s heart so completely that he was now capable of loving his Aunt Mary the way that Jesus loved her.  
	John allowed the love of Jesus to transform him into a new man.  The same can happen for all of us.  We can experience the love of God in our lives in a way that we never thought possible.  Then God will be able to use us to show His love to others.   If God could reach John and make him feel loved, than He can do the same for you.   Just as Jesus changed John from a cold, unloving man, He can change you into a loving man that He can use for His kingdom.
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