You can enjoy being in God’s presence
	Over the past few months, we have begun a journey together toward becoming God’s men.  We have learned we don’t have to follow the patterns set by our fathers.  We discovered the meaning of manpain and how we go about breaking free of it.  Last month we learned how to achieve our own spiritual independence day by breaking free from our generational patterns and become men whose lives are patterned after Jesus.  (If you missed any of these articles, check them out in the archive section.)  Once we start to break free, we will be able to experience closeness to God.  As a result, we will develop spiritual discernment, a hunger to experience more of God, and a healthy fear of God.  
	Joshua is a man who demonstrates these things to us.  He was born in very difficult circumstances.   Joshua was a slave and a son of a slave.  This is important to remember.  He is heralded as the great leader who led the Israelites into the Promised Land, but he was born a slave.   Joshua’s father’s name was Nun.  Nun was a slave in Egypt living a life of forced labor under Pharaoh.   We see Nun’s trust in God to bring His people out of slavery by the name he gave his son, Hoshea, which means “Salvation”.   Later, it was changed to Joshua.     Nun was a man of vision who felt salvation needed to come to the next generation, which is exactly what happened.
	God called Moses to lead His people out of bondage in Egypt.   After God performed many supernatural acts, the Pharoah let the Israelites go.   Joshua saw the mighty deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt and the parting of the Red Sea.  He witnessed first-hand the destruction of Pharaoh and His army.  Joshua learned that the power of God was real, and that He used it to help His people.  He learned as a young man when it is God’s timing to act on our behalf, HE HOLDS NOTHING BACK
	Joshua participated in the first Passover celebration.  He was one of the men circumcised in Exodus 13.  He saw the pillar of fire and the cloud which led the people of Israel on the safest route out of Egypt (Ex. 13:17-18).   He ate the manna and he drank from the rock (Ex 16).   Joshua experienced firsthand the power and deliverance of his people from oppression and captivity.
	God had a plan for this young man.  He saw the desire in Joshua to live in freedom.  God knew a man like this could be used to help the rest of the people attain freedom in their lives.   It was Joshua’s passion for God that made him a man God could use to lead the people. 
	The book of Exodus shows Moses took Joshua and made him his aid.  Moses changed Hoshea’s name to Joshua which means “Jehovah is Salvation”.   The changing of a name in Biblical times shows that Moses had formed a fatherlike relationship with Joshua.  God used Moses to prepare young Joshua for the calling that was placed on His life.  Joshua needed to know that the coming events were not of his own doing. They were the actions of Jehovah saving his people. 
	 God told Moses to go to the Mountain of God to receive the Law.  He took Joshua along with him.  Let’s read what happened as they went up.

“When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai.  For Six days the cloud covered the Mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from within the cloud.  To the Israelites the glory of the Lord seemed like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.  Then Moses entered the cloud as he went up the mountain.  And he stayed on the Mountain forty days and forty nights.”

	Moses and Joshua spent six life-changing days on the mountain engulfed in the presence of God.  While Moses was called to the top of the mountain, Joshua stayed alone on the mountain for forty days, getting as close to God as was possible for him.  What a heart for God!  Joshua yearned to be near God.  Like him, we need to develop a heart that wants to spend time with God.   
	Moses stayed with God for forty days and nights.  During this time, we don’t read anything about Joshua.  This leads us to assume that he spent forty days in solitude.  There is something about being alone in the presence of God that changes a man.  As we turn to Exodus 32, we see the first effect that spending time with God had on Joshua’s spiritual maturity.  
1.	Spiritual discernment.  
	While on the mountain, the Lord told Moses to go back to the people because they had corrupted themselves.  Once again, the people had rebelled against God.   They saw Moses and Joshua go up to the mountain.  Forty days later, they were afraid these two men died and left them (vs 1-2).  At the people’s demand, Aaron made them a golden calf to worship
	After Aaron made the idol, they went back to their old way of sinning.   They copied the offerings and orgies which they learned in Egypt.  This was a clear violation of the Laws the Lord had just given them (Exodus 20).   God was ready to destroy the people, but Moses interceded for them.   God spared them for Moses sake.  Moses left the mountain and returned to where Joshua was waiting.  We pick up the story at verse15:

		“Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands....When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in the camp.”  Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing that I hear.”

	 Joshua recognized the spiritual warfare that resulted from the disgraceful activities of the Israelites.   He had just spent 40 days in the presence of God in total isolation which allowed him to enter into a deeper level of intimacy and knowledge of God.  The time spent in God’s Holy Presence enabled him to recognize the activity of the people was a direct attack against God.  
	Today we would say that Joshua had spirit of discernment.   He had the ability to look past the natural, physical appearance and see the spiritual world.  He sensed the involvement of the demonic forces attacking the children of God.  He knew the people had committed treason against God.  
	It is important for all Christians to have the gift of spiritual discernment.   We live in an age of increased deceit and demonic activity in the world.  There is so much that looks Christian, but it isn’t.  Jesus warns us this will happen.  This is necessary for all Christians so they can tell the difference between good from evil. It also helps us be able to understand exactly what God’s will is for our lives.  When we put forth the effort to seek God and spend time in His presence, we will develop spiritual discernment.          We need to have a heart for God and spend time in His presence.   Daily, we should spend time in the Bible learning His ways to live and His will. We need to develop a prayer time alone with God.   Daily ask Him for the gift of spiritual discernment.    
2. A hunger for more of God
	The second result we see from Joshua’s desire to be near God is that he developed a deeper hunger for God..  Let’s look at Exodus 33:7:		

 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp...As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses.  Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent.  The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

	 After the Israelites set up their camp, Moses would take his tent and place it outside of the camp away from the people.  Here the Lord would come to Moses.  It reads, “The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.”   Moses developed a deep relationship with God.  As Moses’ aid, Joshua saw this relationship up close and personal and longed for his own intimate relationship with God.    
	Moses would return to the camp, but Joshua remained in the tent.  Joshua’s deep desire to have a relationship with God made him willing to pay the price.   He sacrificed time and activities to be alone with God.  In order to know God intimately, it is essential that we spend time alone with Him learning His voice and His ways.    This takes work and discipline on our part.  Joshua was disciplined in his devotion to God, but his passion to be with God made disciplining himself easy.
  	Joshua knew he was to lead the people into the Promised Land.  He had learned from Moses that the only way to become an effective leader was to spend time alone with God, developing an intimate relationship with Him.  Joshua willingly  spent hours in isolation and loneliness so he could know God in a deep and meaningful way.  God wants all of us to make the  same efforts in our lives.  His will is for us to know Him intimately.  He wants us to know how He thinks and what His will is for our lives.  He wants us to learn His ways.  That is why we need to spend time alone with God. 
3.  A healthy fear and reverence of God
	At a young age, Joshua learned how to fear the Lord by spending time with Him. He learned this lesson before he  knew he would  one day lead the Israelites  into the Promised Land.    He carried this throughout his life.   Along with a healthy fear of God, Joshua developed a reverence for Him.    We see this demonstrated in Joshua 5:13-15:

5:13  And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”
14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.”
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”
15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.

	 Joshua came face to face with Jesus!  In a true act of reverence, he immediately fell to his knees in worship.  Joshua had such a sense of fear and reverence for God that he knew he had no right to stand face to face with Him.  
	This same kind of fear and reverence is essential for all of God’s men.  In Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, we read the final conclusion of the wisest and richest man in all of history.  Solomon says:

Now all has been heard, here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgement, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

	Like Joshua, we have a great opportunity to know God more intimately.  We can also develop spiritual discernment, a hunger for God, and a healthy fear and reverence for God.   All we have to do is discipline ourselves and rearrange our priorities to make time to spend alone with Him.  If we do this, we will experience Him in a deeper, more intimate way than we could ever imagine.  We must individually decide today if we are willing to go through what it takes to have this intimate relationship with God.  
	Dear Heavenly Father, I come before You humbly, offering myself as a living sacrifice to You.  Father, I long to be used by You.  I know that in order to be used by You, I need to get to know You.  This comes only by time alone with You talking to You, studying , and reading Your word.  Lord, please show me what areas of my life I can sacrifice so that I can spend time with You.  Come to me and make Yourself real in my life.  
	Father, I ask You for the gift of discerning of spirits.  I need to be able to discern the difference between evil and good, the world’s ways and Your ways.  Please give me the discernment I need to be a leader, a husband and a father.
Father, I need You to give me a healthy fear of You.  Show me Your holiness and power so that I fear and reverence You.  Lord, I want to be so intimate with You that I can discern You and Your ways.    Use me for Your purposes.  In Jesus’ name, Amen
Homework:
1.	Spend at least 10 minutes alone in prayer listening to God.  After a month go to 15.  Continue to increase as time allows.
X-treme Homework:
Take an entire four hours and go to a quiet spot and spend time talking to God.  Go somewhere safe, but don’t do it at home.  There are too many opportunities for distraction.  Got to a park or sit next to a stream.  Just be alone with God.  
Group Study Questions:
1.	What are some of the things that God has set you free from?
2.	What area of your past do you still need to overcome?
3.	Are you willing to leave your old life, or are there things that you still long for or regret having to give up?
4.	Do you feel spiritual discernment is important?  Why?
5.	What does fearing God mean to you?
6.	What are you willing to sacrifice in order to spend time alone with God? 
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