	“I want to be used by God, but every once in a while these fits of rage consume me.  I have no idea why I get so angry, but when I do I get out of control.   All my friends and family have left me because of the rage.  How can God do anything with me when I can’t control myself?”
	“A few months ago, I was tired and bored, so I hopped on the internet.  As I meandered from site to site, I somehow ended up on a porno page.  I should have immediately clicked it off, but I didn’t.  Now I am addicted to porn. I hate the addiction, but I keep finding myself back in front of the pc looking.  How can God use me when I am trapped like this?”
	These are just two examples of men who are being held captive by something in their lives.  Deep inside, they love God and want to serve Him, yet these sins and oppressions keep them held captive to sin, making them feel helpless and hopeless to change.  However, no man needs to stay trapped in a sin or behavioral pattern in his life.  Every man can break free and be used mightily by God.  How do I know this?   Well, if God called use the man from Gerasenes, He can definitely use you!
	The Bible doesn’t tell us this man’s name, but his story is a powerful one.  The first time we read of him, we find him in the cemetery.  I am sure your mind immediately thinks he must be mourning the loss of a loved one.  Actually, he wasn’t visiting the cemetery.  He lived there.
	Your probably thinking, “Okay we are studying a lunatic this month”.  No, he is not a lunatic.  He is a man controlled by demonic influences.  The demons cause this man to go crazy.  When they came on him, he would lose control.  The Bible doesn’t tell us what he the demons caused him to do when he was possessed, but it was clear it was pretty bad, because the townspeople banned him from the town and made him live in the cemetery.  They went as far as to chain him up in the cemetery, but the demonic influence was so great he would break the chains and go free, wandering through the cemetery naked, cutting and mutilating his body.  How sad to see the hold the enemy had on this man’s life.  No one could help him break free.  No one, that is, but Jesus.
	One day, Jesus and His disciples came ashore near the cemetery where the man lived.  The demons that controlled him freaked out when they saw Jesus coming.  They caused the man to run up to Jesus and start performing.  
	Immediately Jesus commanded them to leave, so the demons started begging Jesus not to torture them.  The demons knew their rule of tyranny was over and they could no longer torture the man.  They were defeated by the power of Jesus!   They didn’t want to tell their master Satan they had lost, so they begged Jesus to send them somewhere, anywhere, but to the pit of Hell.
	Jesus spoke directly to the demon in the man and asked his name.  The demon replied his name was Legion, for they were many.  The name Legion meant that there were somewhere between 3000-6000 demons controlling this man!  However, they lost control.  They begged Jesus to send them into a herd of pigs grazing nearby instead of to an eternity in the pit of Hell.  Jesus agreed.  They left the man, entered the pigs, and caused the pigs to run off a cliff and kill themselves!
	The man was instantly set free!  He put clothes on and was able to think and talk clearly.  He wanted to go with Jesus and follow Him.  Probably, he feared becoming possessed again and wanted to be near Jesus to stay free.  However, Jesus didn’t take the man along with Him.  Instead, He told him to go back home to his family and friends and tell them how God had been merciful to him and set him free.  I love how this scripture passage ends in Mark 5….
19 But Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has done for you and how merciful he has been.” 20 So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of that region and began to proclaim the great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed at what he told them.
	Not only was this man set free but God was able to take him and use him to preach the Gospel to other people!  God used him despite his past and his bondage.  Jesus set him free, and he didn’t allow himself to be trapped again!  If God could use this man, He can definitely use you!
	You may be thinking, “Jamie, I may have my issues, but I am not demon possessed.  I am a responsible adult who has full control of myself.  I just struggle with certain areas.”  My reply is this:  if you struggle with certain areas you don’t have full control of yourself.  If you have sins or issues that you just can’t seem to conquer, it is likely that you have given ground to demonic oppression in your life.  A stronghold of evil has developed, and you are unable to break free on your own.   However, there can be freedom.
	Granted you may not have the legion of demons this man had, but this is only by the grace of God.  We all have the potential to end up like this man, and it is only by God protecting us that we aren’t in his shoes.  However, a little demonic control is just as bad as a lot, so we need to strive to break free from the oppression.  This man’s story not only shows us there is freedom for us, but there is hope on the other side!
	I encourage you to pray about the area you struggle in your life.  Ask God to set you free from any demonic influences your sin has allowed to enter your life.  I strongly suggest going through a deliverance session with a trained spiritual warfare counselor.  Email me at Jamie@notyourdadministries if you do not know of one.  There is freedom and victory for all God’s children, and a renewed life of loving and serving God.  All it requires is admitting you have a need and want to be set free.  I encourage you to make that decision today..
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