	When we started the series, The Single-minded Man, I did it with a cautious heart.  I felt God leading me to write a series of articles to help single-men grow in their faith as they wait for God to bring their spouse into their lives.  However, my fear was that I didn’t want the series to be seen as encouraging men to pursue single lives and not take an interest in marriage.  Thankfully, God has been guiding this series as we study the life of Boaz and showing us steps and actions to make us godly men as we live as singles and prepare for marriage.
	You may wonder, “Why would you be afraid of this?”  Well, the answer is because I have had experience with a few churches who told me they cancelled their single’s ministry because the singles were enjoying it so much that they all stayed single and no one would get married.  They hung out together, entertained each other, and avoided the responsibility of marriage.  They enjoyed the fun times together, but at the end of the day, they went home to their own lives and didn’t have to deal with the ups and downs of marriage.  
	Christian men were dating women 3, 4, 5 years, and not committing to marriage.  They were stringing women along, but not committing to them.  This is not godly behavior for a Christian single.  While there is nothing wrong with being single, we can’t use our singleness as an excuse to stay immature, avoiding responsibility, and opening the door for the enemy to attack.
	I believe God ordained marriage.  He knew it wasn’t good for man to be alone.  He created Adam as a single man, and Adam went through a period of time where he was single.  But God saw that Adam couldn’t live forever as a single man.  It wasn’t good for him.  So God gave Adam the gift of marriage.
	God does the same with us.  He also chose to make us single.  Sometimes He has us get married young, sometimes in our late 20’s, and sometimes in our 30’s or forties.  Marriage is a gift from God and only He has the right to choose when to give this gift to us.  Our responsibility is to continue growing into strong, mature, godly men, and to deal with our generational iniquities so that, when God gives us His gift of a spouse, we are prepared for a godly marriage.  
	Boaz has been an excellent model of a godly single man, but, as with most singles, his story doesn’t end like that.  After Ruth came to Boaz and told him he was her kinsman redeemer, he immediately realized God was bringing him the gift of marriage.  In another great example of how to act as a godly man, when Boaz saw God’s gift, he jumped at it!
	Boaz explained to Ruth he would gladly marry her, but he had to follow Israelite law.  Another man was a closer relative, and this man had the right to claim Ruth and her land for himself.   Then Boaz IMMEDIATELTY went and took care of the situation.  He wasted no time.  He didn’t relish in his bachelorhood.  He didn’t think, “I’ve enjoyed hanging out with Ruth, but I don’t want to get tied down in a relationship.”  Instead, He got up and went to the relative, presented the situation, and told the man if he didn’t marry Ruth he would.  When the man declined to marry her, Boaz immediately went to Ruth, told her what had happened, and took Ruth as his bride.
	Boaz could have hemmed and hawed about getting married.  He had wealth, success, a good reputation, and a great relationship with God.  His life was set.   But he recognized it was God’s will and timing, so he jumped at the chance and married Ruth.  He demonstrated to all single-men the attitude we need to have.
	We need to make the most of our single life.  We cannot wallow in self-pity or pout that we are single.  We need to develop and grow in our lives, overcome our issues, and leave all baggage at Jesus’ feet.  Then we need to become wholeheartedly devoted to following and serving God.  But when God decides the season of singleness is over in our lives we have to jump into the next stage full force.  Boaz did, and we need to do the same.
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