Mary Magdalene
	There was an eerie sense of darkness and evil in the air as the crowd stood around the cross.   The spiritual battle in the heavenlies was more intense than at any moment in history.  It raged at a fever pitch as the forces of Hell battled to gain a victory over God.  A magnificent battle was playing itself out in the spirit world; however, few knew it was going on.  However, if anyone around the cross would have sensed it, it would have been Mary Magdalene.  It was the feeling of evil with which she was all too familiar.
	Mary was from the town of Magdalene.  People of the area knew her as the girl with the demons.  People shunned her, fearful of the evil presences ruling her life.  She was banned from normal life activities and spiritual services.  She lived a life of loneliness, torment, and torture as she daily existed in a state of demonic oppression.  All of this changed one day when Jesus came to town.
	Jesus saw past the shunning and social taboo placed on Mary.  Instead, He saw a woman in need of freedom.  He took compassion on her and cast the seven spirits out of her.  From that moment on, Mary lived in freedom.  If anyone understood that Jesus came to earth to comfort those who mourned, free those held captive, and release people from darkness, it was Mary.  
	From the day of her deliverance until this moment by the cross, Mary followed Jesus and His disciples, seeking to serve them in anyway possible.  She wanted to show her love for Jesus.  This was not a romantic love.  It was a love born out of gratefulness for the freedom He had given her in life.  He had restored her to a place of a sound mind, free of demonic oppression.  He allowed her to enter into fellowship with him, his disciples, and the circle of women who followed Jesus eager to serve in whatever way possible.  She was immensely grateful to Him for the freedom and joy she experienced in life.  Jesus gave her the one thing that she never had under the oppression of the demonic power:  Hope.
	She had hope for a better life.  She had the hope of living happy and healthy.  Each new day was a testimony to Jesus’ power over the kingdom of darkness.  She experienced life on a level she never imagined, and it was all due to Him.  Now she was forced to stand by His cross and watch them try and destroy the One who had given her freedom.  She must have wondered if the end of His life would also mean the end of the freedom and hope she enjoyed.  She couldn’t imagine the thought of having to go back under the oppression in which she once lived.   How do you go back to a life of solitude and torment when you have experience the freedom that only Jesus could give?  
	Mary’s thoughts were interrupted by a cry from the cross.  She looked upwards to the man to Whom she owed her freedom.  He cried out in a loud voice “It Is Finished”.  He then lowered his head and died.  
	Immediately, the forces in the Heavenlies seemed to rage at a greater level than ever before as the sun went dark and the earth shook.  Evil seemed to prevail.    Mary was heartbroken.  The one she loved and served was dead.  Freedom for the captives seemed gone for ever.   Mary thought it all was over with the magnificent cry “It is finished”.   However, it was just the beginning.
	Three days later, Mary Magdalene walked toward the garden her friends, Mary and Joanna.   As they followed him and tried to provide His needs in life, they now sought to take care of His body.   Although this was an extremely difficult task, nothing was going to keep her from going to the tomb of the Man she owed so much.  
	As they approached the tomb, she was stunned by what she saw.  She wiped back the tears to make sure she saw it correctly.  The stone to the tomb was rolled away and Jesus’ body was gone.   She was shocked!  “They couldn’t even let Him lay to rest in dignity.  They had to steal His body!”
	Immediately, she ran away from the tomb.  Through tear drenched eyes, she searched out the Peter and John.    
	“His body is gone.  They took Him out of the tomb, and I don’t know what they did with Him.”
	Mary’s words sent them into action.   Peter and John ran toward the tomb.  She followed them, but was unable to keep up.  
	Finally, she arrived at the tomb to see John standing in the doorway while Peter stood in the cave, examining the evidence.  They didn’t know what to make of it.  They decided to go home and discuss what to do next.  Mary stayed at the grave, weeping over the loss of her Deliverer’s remains.  She felt the sting of losing Him all over again.  
	Mary looked into the tomb, longing to see the body of the One she owed so much.  To her surprise, the tomb was no longer empty.  Two angels were sitting where Jesus’ body had been.  
	“Why are you weeping?” the angel said to her.
	“Because they have taken away His body, and I don’t know what they did with it,” Mary replied.
She turned and walked away from the tomb, sobbing uncontrollably.  As she turned, she was startled by a man standing in front of her.  “Why are you crying?  Who are you looking for?” He gently asked.
	Mary, assuming the man was a gardener, said, “Sir, if you took Him, then please tell me where you put Him.  I will take care of Him.”
	At that moment, the man strongly said to her, “Mary!”
	Mary was stunned.  Her heart began to beat faster.  She knew that voice!  She recognized the gentle way He spoke her name.  The voice held the same power that it first held when He commanded the seven demons out of her.  It was Jesus!  He was alive!
	Mary’s eyes brightened and the tears of pain turned to tears of joy.  She leapt toward Him, eager to hug Him and let Him know her joy.
	“Mary, don’t cling to Me.  I haven’t gone to My Father yet.  Please, go and tell My disciples I am alive.  Tell them I have risen from the dead just like I told them.”  	
After saying goodbye, Mary quickly ran to tell the disciples the great news.  Jesus was risen!  The One Who came to comfort those who mourned had caused her mourning to cease.  She had seen the One Who came to give freedom to the captive break free from the grip of the grave.  She knew the Man who was able to release those in darkness had once and for all defeated all the dark forces of the world.  Jesus was alive!  She knew that His resurrection guaranteed she would have total freedom from her evil tormentors forever.  Jesus had risen!  She had to tell everyone!
	That is exactly what Mary did.  She ran and told the disciples everything Jesus told her to say.  For all of eternity, Mary, the woman who had been demon possessed, opened doors of freedom for all woman everywhere to preach the good news.  When Jesus instructed Mary to tell of His resurrection, He opened the door for the first time to allow woman to preach and tell others about Him.  He gave Mary freedom from her demons, and, through Mary, He gave all women the freedom to be ministers for Him.  Many men have tried to suppress woman as they minister for God, but, as Mary knew firsthand, when Jesus sets you free, you are free indeed.
	This instance between Mary and Jesus gives us a clear example we can follow.    No man should ever oppress or suppress a woman.   Instead, we should encourage them to be free of anything that holds them captive.    We can’t use them as slaves taking care of all our needs.   We can’t squelch their thoughts and opinions.  Instead, a godly man he must do all in his power to help her live in freedom and become all she can be in God.
	This also applies to their relationship with God.  There is no room for male chauvinists in God’s Kingdom.  Jesus called Mary Magdalene to be the first evangelist to the Gospel of His resurrection.  We need to encourage the woman in our lives in whatever area of ministry God may call them.  We can’t be intimidated by them and what they do for God.    Instead, we need to do all we can to help them.  This could involve watching the kids while she attends a Bible class or doing some additional housework so she has time to study the Bible, or teach a women’s group.  There are countless ways we can support woman and help them grow into what God wants them to be.
	Mary Magdalene is a shining example for all eternity of a woman who allowed God to set her free and use her for His kingdom.  As men seeking to become like Jesus, we have to do all we can to help the woman around us experience the same thing in their lives. 
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