	“I have made some really bad choices in my life.  These decisions have left my life in a shambles.  I’ve lost everything that I once held dear.  Now I’ve found Jesus.  I just can’t help but wonder if I have made too big a mess out of my life for God to use me.”
	“I grew up in the church, but over the years I walked away from God.  I abandoned my faith and beliefs, but now I realize my need to turn back to God.  Is it too late for me?
	“I have made some really bad friendships over my life.  I have been running with a bad crowd, and my friendships have drawn me away from God.  Can I turn back to God?”
	“I made a wrong career decision in my life.  Is it too late for me to make a change? Can God use me in a different field?
	Can you relate to these men?  All of them feel they have made too big a mess out of their lives to ever be used by God.  They see no hope for themselves.  However, there is hope!  God can take each of these men and do a miraculous work.  He can change everything about them.  He can do it for you too.    How do I know this?  Because if Jesus could use Matthew as one of his 12 disciples, he can definitely use you.
	Matthew grew up in an Israelite family.  His given name was Levi.  He was named after the priestly tribe of Israel.  He learned about God and Israel’s history as a young child.  He had an extensive knowledge of Israelite customs and Bible verses.  He should have grown up to be a moral man with great roots in the Israelite faith.  However, he made a decision to leave His faith and pursue power and wealth.
	Matthew decided to become a Roman tax collector.  His career choice made him wealthy and gave him power, but it cost him everything else.  Roman tax collectors were seen as traitors to their country.  They were hated and seen as traitors.  A tax collectors family would disown him.  Matthew’s own brother, James, would have liked to kill him.  Tax collectors were shunned by the citizens.  Jewish store keepers refused to sell to them.  They were banned from entering a synagogue, and they were not allowed to participate in Jewish religious festivals.  Matthew may have had wealth, but it was all he had.
	Alone and rejected by society, Matthew turned to companionship to the only people he could find acceptance with, prostitutes, thieves, criminals, and other tax collectors.  Matthew’s life was a wreck.  It appeared he had ruined his life. There was absolutely no one who wanted Matthew…except for one person.
	One day, Jesus came to Matthew’s tax booth.  Something about Matthew appealed to Jesus.  Jesus asked Matthew to follow Him.  Matthew immediately left his tax booth and followed Jesus.  Jesus revolutionized Matthew’s life.   He restored his relationship with his brother.  In Jesus, Matthew found love, acceptance, friendship, and a purpose for living.  God used Matthew’s childhood training in the Scriptures by having him record the Gospel of Matthew.  The main theme of this Gospel is how Jesus fulfilled Israelite prophecy.  The Gospel contains numerous quotes of the Old Testament Scripture that Matthew had learned as a child.  The man once despised and rejected by the Jewish people was used to try and help these same people find salvation in Jesus.  The rest of Matthew’s life after Jesus’ resurrection was used to minister to Jews and help them find the same love and freedom he found in Jesus.  Jesus restored every area of Matthew’s life and used Him for His glory.  If he did it for Matthew, He can do the same for you.
	I hope Matthew’s life encourages you.  No matter how bad you have messed up your life, Jesus can restore you.  He can change your career.  He can restore your relationships.  He can receive a prodigal son.  He can restore your marred reputation.  Then He can use you to go out and help other men who are facing similar situations as you were.  All God needs is for us to be willing to face ourselves, our sins, and our bad choices.  We have to allow Him to change us.  We must leave our tax booth and follow God wholeheartedly.  Like Matthew, God will revolutionize our lives.  Ask Him to get started today.
