	“I am an average, ordinary guy working a 9-5 job to supply for my family.  I love God with all my heart, and I want to be used by Him, but can God use me?  I am not a trained minister.  I am not a Sunday school teacher.  I am just a guy doing the best I can in my life and at my job.  Can God really use someone like me?”
	Most men fall into the category of the man we just described.  They are doing their job and trying to raise their families for God.  It becomes very easy to believe that they will never do anything special for God or His kingdom in the place they are.  However, any man can do might things for God as they walk in the path He has prepared for them.  How do I know this?  Well, if God could use Mordecai, He can definitely use you!
Mordecai’s story is found in the book of Esther.  He lived during the time when the nation of Israel was exiled in Babylon.   After seventy years passed, some of the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem.  However, Mordecai was not one of them. He lived in Susa, the fortress of King Ahasuerus, and worked as a gatekeeper, or a doorman, at the King’s palace. 
When Mordecai was around 20 years old, his family experienced a tragedy.  His uncle and aunt died, leaving a small daughter behind.    Mordecai gave the little girl a home and raised her as his own daughter.  He spent his life doing his job and providing for Esther, loving her dearly.  He cared for her until she was taken from her home.   
The king was in search of a new queen.  He made a decree which made every beautiful girl in his city part of his harem.  Each girl was presented to the king until he found one that pleased him. Unfortunately for Esther, she was a very beautiful girl.  She was chosen to become a part of the king’s harem.
	It broke Mordecai’s heart to see his daughter placed into this life.  Every day he would leave his post at the gate during his lunch break and go to see how Esther was doing.  Now he spent his days faithfully doing his job and making sure Esther was safe.
	One day, Mordecai was sitting at his post when he overheard two guards whispering.  They were discussing their plot to kill the king.  Being a good, faithful worker, Mordecai told the king of the plot, saving the king’s life.
	Later on, a man named Haman began to rise in power in the kingdom.  Haman was a proud, arrogant, self-seeking man who craved power and authority.  As he ascended through the ranks of the royal court, he became even more power-hungry.  Eventually, he reached a position where he expected all the people to bow down to him.  Haman’s demand created a problem for Mordecai.  Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman because, as a devote Jew, Mordecai bowed to no one but God.
When Mordecai refused to bow, Haman tricked the king into making a decree that permitted a total annihilation of all Israel.  Unknown to the king, the decree included his own queen, Esther. Mordecai devised a plan to save all the Jews.  He asked Esther to approach the king and tell him of Haman’s evil plan.  Mordecai’s bold plan put Esther’s life in danger.  No one approached the king without the king sending for them.  If you did, you could be killed.  However, Mordecai knew he had to help his nation, so he asked Esther to take the risk.  Much to her credit, she did.  As a result, the king did not allow the Jews to be killed.  Instead, he ordered Haman to die and he took measures to save the Jews. 
Mordecai was just an average guy living his life, and God used Him to save the lives of an entire nation.  God can do the same with us.  As we go through our day to day lives, God can use us to reach those around us.  When we are living a dynamic Christian life, people notice.  When we give our jobs our absolute best, people see it.  When we put our family first and prioritize around them, the world notices it.  They see Christ in us.  Who knows whose life you will change as they see the love, peace, and joy in your life?  They could see your life and want the same thing in their life. 
God will use any man who is willing to live a life committed to Him and surrendered to His ways.  I hope Mordecai’s life has encouraged you that no matter you do or where you live or what your circumstances, God can use you for His kingdom.


