Responsibili-what???

This month, we are going to discuss a character trait which scares many men.  It is something many men avoid; few embrace, but all should develop.  It is one of the true signs of a growing, godly man.  Any man who wants to reach his full potential must develop it.  If you want a happy marriage, you must accept it.  If you want your children to become mature adults, you must teach it.  If your heart’s desire is to be a godly man, you must embrace it.  What is this quality?  It is responsibility.
Responsi-what?
We must become mature men who can take care of things.  Responsibility is defined as a thing which one is required to do as part of a job, role, or legal obligation. A responsible person is accountable for his behavior. He is capable of being trusted. He is reliable and dependable. He exhibits good judgment and sound thinking. He is involved in important duties and decisions. He willingly accepts these things and pursues them on his own. 
There seems to be a growing trend in our society for men to let women handle everything for them. Men are becoming more involved in playing and activities, leaving the bulk of responsibilities to women. Churches, businesses, and political positions are being filled by women because men are shirking their responsibilities.  

I want to make one thing clear. I am not a chauvinist pig.  I have no problem with women ministering or being involved with politics. I believe women should be able to do whatever they want to do.  However, want is the key word.  They should desire to do it.  They shouldn’t be forced to do it because men aren’t willing to be responsible, dependable men who take care of their own responsibilities.  We need to address this area in our lives.
As men, we need to accept responsibility in all areas of life.  Some men may be financially responsible, but at the same time, be completely irresponsible in other areas.  Other men may be able to give emotional support yet they fail to handle their day to day household responsibilities.  Being a responsible, dependable man is a goal we should strive to achieve in every area of our lives.  
When I was younger, I never volunteered to take on responsibility.  If someone needed a man to hang out with, I was there.  If they needed a golfing partner, I was all up for that.  If they wanted to play the latest video game, I was stoked.  However, if they needed someone to help them take care of their yard or paint a room, I usually made myself scarce.  
I was irresponsible financially. I used my money for my entertainment needs.  I didn’t budget or save.  If I had money, I spent it.  
Emotionally, I was totally irresponsible.  I never reached out and helped people when they were hurting and needed help.  I was all up for fun and good times, but was not dependable during the hard, painful times.  Usually, I handled these times by telling a joke or changing the subject.  However, God has been showing me my weakness in these areas and has begun to develop emotional responsibility inside of me.
God has been teaching me that a godly man accepts responsibility willingly.  As a matter of fact, he will take the initiative and seek out opportunities to be responsible.  He is mature and responsible in all facets of life.  He is a man you can depend on in time of need. The next man we are going to study is an excellent example of being responsible.  His name is Mordecai and he demonstrates for us the need to become men who are willing to accept responsibility.
A Model of Responsibility

Mordecai lived during the period of time when the nation of Israel was exiled in Babylon.   After the seventy years had passed, some of the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem.  However, Mordecai was not one of them. He lived in Susa, the fortress of King Ahasuerus, and worked as a gatekeeper, or a doorman, at the King’s palace. 
Mordecai was no stranger to responsibility.  He didn’t run from it; instead, he embraced it.   When he was around 20 years old, his family experienced a tragedy.  His uncle and aunt died, leaving a small daughter behind.   At this point, we see the first time Mordecai stepped up and accepted responsibility.  
 And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.
Mordecai saw the helpless little girl who was all alone in the world and did what any godly man should do.  He took her into his home and raised her.  He took responsibility for her.  He clothed her, protected her, and took care of all of her needs.  She became his daughter.  Notice that no where does the passage say Mordecai was married.  There was no wife to pass the responsibilities of childcare.  He did it himself.   All Mordecai knew was the little girl needed a father.  He was the next of kin.  He took responsibility for young Hadessah.
As we continue through the book of Esther, we find Mordecai never stopped caring for Hadessah, even when she is fully grown.  This was no easy task when Hadassah found herself in a horrible position.

The king was in search of a new queen.  He made a decree which made every beautiful girl in his city part of his harem.  Each girl was presented to the king until he found one that pleased him. Unfortunately for Hadessah, she was a very beautiful girl.  She was chosen to become a part of the king’s harem.
This must have broken Mordecai’s heart.  As the king’s gatekeeper, he knew the horrors these girls experienced.  Now his little girl, his adopted daughter, was to become one of them.   Again, we see Mordecai’s fatherly sense of responsibility kick in.
11 And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women’s quarters, to learn of Esther’s welfare and what was happening to her.
Daily, Mordecai went and checked on Hadessah, whose name was now changed to Esther.  He made sure she was okay.  He gave her council and instruction on how to handle her new life.  He never stopped taking care of her and being concerned for her.  Eventually, her night with the king came.  The king chose her to be his new queen.  Even after this new development, Mordecai kept in constant contact with Esther.  He never stopped taking responsibility for her.
We need to follow Mordecai’s example.  We need to take responsibility for the family God has given to us.  We need to be men who are always putting the safety and welfare of our family first.  We must always be aware of their needs and do all we can to take care of them, whether the needs be physical, spiritual, material, or emotional.  A godly man will want to take this responsibility for his family.
As we continue on, we see that Mordecai not only took responsibility for his family, Esther, but he also takes care of his employer, the king.  

 In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name. 23 And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.
Mordecai was a faithful employee.  He didn’t do only what was necessary to get by, but he went the extra mile.  He gave his boss all that he had to give.  When Mordecai learned of the plot to murder the king, he immediately stepped up and stopped it.  As a result, the king’s life was spared. 
God wants us to be responsible with the jobs He gives us to do.  Unfortunately, we live in a society where many people don’t care about their work.  They are content to just pick up a paycheck.  Quality of merchandise has dropped.  Customer services has decreased.  Many have abandoned the idea of being a responsible employee.   This attitude is not pleasing to God.  
In my past, I’ve had a bad behavioral pattern when it came to work.  I would do my work as fast as I could so I could get back to what I wanted to do.  God showed me that this is sin.  He taught me that I need to do a job well.  I must learn to take pride in my work and make sure that any job I am given is done properly.   I cannot continue to do things part-way or have poor workmanship.   I need to take my time and do a good job.
God wants all of us to be responsible workers.  He wants us to do all we can to help our employers and companies.  When we are responsible with our jobs, we are good examples for God.  We will stand out among the crowd.  People will see that we are different, and God will receive praise because of our actions.  Mordecai was a loyal, responsible worker.  He went above the call of duty.  He reported the assassination plot and saved the king’s life.

Here is a truth about God’s Kingdom:  As we grow into men who can be depended upon to take care of those God has given to us, we will find that God starts to stretch us and give us more responsibilities.  God never gets tired of stretching us.  He wants us to be dependable men who can be trusted with more and more.  God did this with Mordecai.  First, Mordecai accepted responsibility for Esther.  Then God puts him in a situation where he took responsibility for the king.   As we continue studying Mordecai’s life, we see God continuing to stretch him by presenting Him with new challenges and responsibilities. 
The king had a man working for him named Haman.  Haman was a proud, arrogant, self-seeking man who was craved power and authority.  As he ascended through the ranks of the royal court, he became even more power-hungry.  Eventually he reached a position where he expected all the people to bow down to him.  Haman’s demand created a problem for Mordecai.  We read in verses 3-5 that Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman because he was a devote Jew.  Mordecai bowed to no one but God. 
In this instance, we see that He took responsibility for his walk with God.  He made sure that he had no sin in his life and stayed loyal to God.  He didn’t make anyone else be his moral compass.  He knew what he believed and refused to bend.   

Mordecai faced an attack designed to stop his maturing; however, it failed.  Haman became outraged and sought revenge.
6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.
Satan hates to see us become strong, dependable, responsible men.  The minute he sees us begin to move in this direction, he will attack us.  He wants to stop us.  He wants to kill us.  He definitely doesn’t want us to become like Jesus.  Trust me, the attack will come.   A responsible man will be prepared for the attack and fight through it.  As a result, character will be developed and more responsibility will be earned.  This is exactly what happened to Mordecai.  
When Mordecai refused to bow, Haman tricked the king into making a decree that permitted a total annihilation of all Israel.  Unknown to the king, the decree included his own queen, Esther.  At this challenging time, we see Mordecai’s responsibilities stretched even further as he takes responsibility for the entire nation of Israel.

Mordecai devised a plan to save all the Jews.  He asked Esther to approach the king and tell him of Haman’s evil plan.  Mordecai’s bold plan put Esther’s life in danger.  No one approached the king without the king sending for them.  If you did, you could be killed.  However, Mordecai knew he had to help his nation, so he asked Esther to take the risk.  Much to her credit, she did.  As a result, the king did not allow the Jews to be killed.  Instead, he ordered Haman to die and he took measures to save the Jews. 
You would think at this point that the aging Mordecai would sit back and let other people handle things for awhile.  However, the exact opposite happens.
2 Now all the acts of his power and his might, and the account of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was second to King Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and well received by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his countrymen.
We read Mordecai is stretched once again.  He is now put in a position where
he is responsible for the entire Persian Empire, second only to the king.  Think about it: this was the dominant world Empire during this time.  Mordecai’s position was equal to our Vice President.  He came a long way from the first step of raising his orphaned cousin.  God loves to take a man who is willing to grow and stretch him into a strong, responsible, dependable person.  We must be willing to become such a man if we want to become like Jesus.  Allow me to explain.
The Ultimate Model of Responsibility
Jesus was the ultimate example of how to be responsible.  As a young man, Jesus’ step-father Joseph died.  Jesus took over the family business and supported His mother and His siblings.  He always took care of them and made sure all their needs were met.  Even as He hung on the cross, He made sure that His mother would be provided for and taken care of. 

The whole time Jesus was on earth taking care of all these responsibilities, He maintained all of His relationships, especially the one with His Heavenly Father.  He never forfeited His prayer life.  He never stopped seeking God and consulting with Him.  He totally allowed the Holy Spirit to lead and guide Him in every area of His life on earth.
Jesus’ entire mission on earth was geared to taking responsibility.  We are all separated from God because of sin.  Jesus came to earth with the single purpose of taking responsibility for all the sins of man.  He died on the cross in our place.  He literally laid down His life for us.  We would have no hope of being reconciled with God if Jesus hadn’t done this for us.  Because of Him, we can now experience forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God.   
Jesus’ responsibility didn’t end there.  He faithfully did His saving work on Calvary.  Now, He is taking responsibility for us again.  Daily, He prays for us and oversees our lives.   He is our advocate before God as Satan daily throws attacks at us.  He is always concerned for our well-being.
His responsibility will increase as He later judges the entire world.  Everyone will answer to Him for the lives they lived.  Then He will take responsibility for running the new millennium kingdom.  Jesus is our model of responsibility.  If we want to be like Him, we must do the same. 
What about you?  What areas are you lacking when it comes to being a responsible, dependable man?  How can you work on taking on more responsibilities?  Maybe you need to be more emotionally supportive to those around you.  It could be that you are lacking in the area of financial responsibility.  Maybe you haven’t been as dependable or reliable a spouse as possible.  What is it causing the irresponsibility?  Is it a generational pattern?  Is having fun and relaxing too important in your life?  Whatever the reason, you must face it.  You must repent of any sins involved.  Then you must change.

There are no easy 1-2-3 steps to becoming a responsible man.  It is only developed one way: through lots of hard work.  You must face the truth about yourself and then begin to do the things you have previously avoided doing.  It can only be done through hard work, perseverance, a desire to change, and most importantly, the power of God.
Ask God to show you the reason for your failure to be a responsible man.  Ask Him to present you with opportunities to increase your responsibilities. Tell Him you want to be a mature, dependable, and responsible man. Then allow Him to stretch you and make you into a man who can be given more and more responsibilities.  This is the sign of a godly man. The question is, are you willing to do it? 
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for giving us Jesus as a model of how to handle responsibility.  Please forgive me for not being a mature, dependable man.  Show me areas in my life that are wrong or sin in Your eyes, the areas that are not Your will or Your Way.  I want You to grow and stretch me.  Please make me into a man who can be depended upon by those around me no matter what they face in life.    Help me as I begin pursuing responsibility. Give me strength to overcome attacks designed to keep me from growing.  I choose today to become a responsible, godly man.  In Jesus name, Amen
Homework: 
1.  Make a list of all the areas in your life that you have failed at being responsible.   Then repent to God and the people your actions affected.  Make a plan on how you can grow in this area.  Then do it.
2.  Look for ways to lighten the load on those around you.  Step up and help them with their responsibilities.  

3.  Learn to be financially responsible.  If you don’t have a budget, MAKE ONE!!!!  Work as a family and develop a budget that everyone can participate in.  If you are single, make a budget for yourself and stick to it.
Extreme Homework:
I have found that the people around me can see areas where I am lacking responsibility more clearly than I can.  While it is hard to hear, I have found their assessment of me to be very beneficial in areas I need to grow.  Ask the people in your life if they see any areas in which you are irresponsible.  Be open to their feedback and make changes. 
Group study questions:
1.	What is responsibility?  
2.	Are there areas in your life that need stretched so you can be more responsible?
3.	How does responsibility relate to your job?
4.	How does responsibility relate to your emotions?
5.	How does responsibility relate to your finances?
6.	How does responsibility relate to your relationships with God and others?

