Have you ever noticed that one of the first words a baby learns is “MINE”?    Try to take away their favorite toy or blanket and they will let you know that it belongs to them!    As we grow, parents try to curb this natural inclination and teach a toddler to share.    We are taught that sharing with others and thinking about other’s needs is vital to a happy life and healthy relationships.     Most people learn this lesson; however, some do not.   They continue living their lives for themselves.  Throughout their adult life, their motto continues to be “That’s Mine!”   What is adorable for a baby becomes very unattractive as an adult.  Very few women will want to marry such a man.          
	Nabal is an example of a man who was stingy.  He lived during the reign of King Saul.   Nabal was a very wealthy man.   He owned property and had large herds of sheep and goats.     He had many servants who worked for him, both in the fields and in his house.   In short, he lacked for nothing.   
	We first meet Nabal when he prepares his sheep for sheering.   This was a happy time of year for Nabal—a festive occasion.   His sheep were being sheared and he was about to reap the benefits of a year’s work.   Expecting him to be in a generous frame of mind, David sent ten young men to ask Nabal for a gift of provisions to compensate for the protection that his men had provided Nabal’s flock over the past few months.  
	The young men approached Nabal on friendly terms.   They said, “'Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. 'Now I have heard that you have shearers ; now your shepherds have been with us and we have not insulted them, nor have they missed anything all the days they were in Carmel. 'Ask your young men and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we have come on a festive day. Please give whatever you find at hand to your servants and to your son David.'”  (1 Samuel 25:6-9)	
	At this point, David’s men expected Nabal to respond with generosity.   They expected to hear, “Thanks for keeping an eye on my sheep and my shepherds while they were in the mountains.   Boy, you did a great job!   I had a fantastic sheering this year.   Let me share some of my bounty with you.”   
That was the right thing for Nabal to do.   However, Nabal wasn’t known for doing the right thing.   Instead of thanking David’s men and giving them the supplies, Nabal mocked them and refused to give them anything.   He said, “Who is this David? Who is this son of Jesse? Many servants are breaking away from their masters these days. Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who knows where?"   (1 Samuel 25:10-11)
	Nabal’s reply shows his stinginess.   MY bread.  My water.   My meat.  My shearers.   Just like a little child, Nabal has the word “MINE” down pat.   He absolutely refuses to share with David and his men.   He won’t even acknowledge that he owes them a debt for their services.     His answer was, “Who asked for their help?  Not me!  I’m not giving them anything.”
	Panic and frustration surged throughout Nabal’s household.   On the one hand, they couldn’t believe Nabal’s choice.   Didn’t he see the danger in refusing David’s request?   On the other hand, they weren’t surprised at all.   This was just typical Nabal.   They’d seen him do stupid, selfish things like this before and they knew better than to expect anything different.   Notice what they said about him in 1 Samuel 25:17 “He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him."   They knew Nabal, they just didn’t know what to do to stop the consequences of his stinginess. 
	So they went to Abigail, Nabal’s wife.     She would know what to do.   This probably wasn’t the first time she had to get Nabal out of a jam resulting from his selfish, stingy behavior.   After the servant’s came to her, she kicked into action and devised a plan to keep David and his men from attacking and destroying her household.   She told the servants to prepare the supplies to take to David and his men.   Then she went to make a personal appeal to David on behalf of her husband and her household.   She apologized for her husband’s actions and took personal responsibility.   Accompanied by many supplies for David and his men, Abigail begged David not to attack them.    	Because of Abigail’s quick thinking and humility, her household was not destroyed.    She saved the day.   However, her life stands as a warning to us.   If we, as single men of God, do not choose to overcome selfishness before we marry, when we do marry our wives will spend all their time having to bail us out.  This is not the life we should want for our new brides.  We want them to be able to lean on us, not always have to bail us out.  That is why we need to overcome stinginess and selfishness while we are single.  
	What exactly do I mean by stingy?   Remember, there is more than one way to be stingy.  Some men are stingy with their possessions.   They only think of their own needs and desires.   However, when you get married, you can’t live like this anymore.   You cannot keep all the money for what you want and make the needs of your wife and family secondary.     If you get married with this attitude you are in for a difficult life filled with fighting, frustration, and debt.   
Let’ face reality:  life is expensive.   There are mortgage payments, car payments, food, clothing, and medical expenses.   The list goes on and on.   In a healthy marriage, a man and wife look at how much money they earn and work out a budget to pay for their expenses.   They prioritize.   Necessities come first.   Sometimes sacrifices need to be made.     If there is extra money after they put some into savings, they plan together how to spend it.   They use discretionary money in a way that will please them both.   
	If you continue on as a selfish man, this will not happen.   You will not be willing to sacrifice anything.    You will balk at working within the confines of a budget because a budget will require you to say “no” to some of your desires.   Stingy men choose to pay the bills and spend money on whatever he chooses.   With no accountability, he is free to have everything he wants.   However, this type of lifestyle will end up with mountains of debt.   	
	There are some men who are so selfish that they deprive their families of basic necessities.    Instead of paying the bills, they spend the money on themselves.   They may refuse to buy the proper clothes for the children, but spend hundreds of dollars on camping equipment for themselves.   Whenever a wife or child needs something, it is a dramatic event.   There’s no money.   However, when they need or want something, the money is always available.  This type of selfishness leads to a woman living without necessities or a woman working to provide the family’s needs while a man spends his money on himself.     Like Abigail, the woman is forced to carry the responsibility and do the right thing while the man goes on with his life—unrepentant.  Is this how you want your wife to have to live?    
	A man can be emotionally selfish.   He can refuse to share his emotions with his wife and children.    He can be stingy with his communication.   He refuses to talk.   A woman married to this type of man has no idea what he is thinking or feeling because he keeps everything to himself.   This type of silence causes a wife to question why he does what he does.  She begins asking herself, “Did she do something wrong?   Has he found someone else?   Is he unhappy?   Why is he unhappy?   What can she do to make him happy?”    As she spins her wheels trying to please a stingy man, he continues living in his own little selfish world, completely unaware.    
	A man who is selfish with his emotions doesn’t care how other people feel.  He is so consumed with himself, he doesn’t want to know how his wife and kids are feeling.   If they have a problem with him, it’s there problem.    As long as he is happy, who cares how others are feeling?   He doesn’t  want to listen to his wife or work things out with her.     He only cares about himself.     Listening to people and building a relationship takes work.   It means giving of yourself to another person.   If a man is stingy with his emotions, he will not do these things. 
	Some men are selfish with their knowledge.   They have knowledge in a certain field, such as how to fix something or how to handle money, but they don’t share it.   Maybe they have a solution to a problem, but they choose to keep it to themselves.    Instead, they watch other people struggle to figure things out on their own.   Even if they use the excuse that they are afraid to share or insecure, it is still selfish.   They would rather watch others struggle and make mistakes than take a chance and offer help.    They are thinking about themselves and not others.     
	There are men who are stingy with their time.   They spend their time doing only what they want to do.   It doesn’t matter what anyone else needs or wants, he’s too busy.   His free time is for his hobbies and play, not other people.   He will be too busy to spend time with his family.   Make time for God?  No way!   His time belongs to himself.  
	Are you getting the picture of the type of man we need to avoid being?   If a man is stingy and selfish, he will be that way in every area of life.   His life will revolve around himself.     This is not how God intended marriage to be.   He designed a marriage to be two people sharing their lives, making their two separate lives into one new life.   This is why a single man of God needs to cast off all selfishness and stinginess and put on generosity.  Boaz is an example of this type of man. 
	Like Nabal, Boaz was a wealthy landowner.   Unlike Nabal, Boaz didn’t hoard all of his wealth for himself.   Boaz shared with others.   Following God’s command, Boaz allowed the poor to go behind his harvesters and glean the grain that was left behind.   At a time where most men were ignoring God’s laws, Boaz continued to follow God’s method for giving to the poor.   
Boaz’s generosity didn’t end there.   Throughout the book of Ruth, we see Boaz’s unselfish, generous spirit in his interactions with Ruth and Naomi.    Throughout their story, we see Boaz anticipating what Ruth needs and providing it for her.   He offered her food while she was working.   (Ruth 2:14)   Later, he told the men to purposely leave some grain stalks for her to glean.   (Ruth 2:16)   At the threshing floor, he gave her 6 measures of barley.  (Ruth 3:15)   He saw that she was a poor widow trying to provide for herself and her mother-in-law, and he tried to help her.      
His generosity was not only in the form of money.   The first thing Boaz offered her was protection.  Ruth 2:8-9 So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter, listen to me. Don't go and glean in another field and don't go away from here. Stay here with my servant girls.  Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the girls. I have told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled."    He saw that she needed to gather food to survive, and he provided her with a safe environment to do so.
Another thing Boaz shared with Ruth was the gift of conversation.   Think about the situation.   Boaz was the wealthy landowner.   Ruth was a poor peasant gathering grain in his fields.   There was no reason for these two people to ever speak.    Still, Boaz initiated the conversation.   As they spoke, he treated her with dignity and respect.   He spoke to her like she was his equal.    He asked about her life and listened as she talked.    He remembered what she said.  He expressed his admiration for her hard work and character.  He let her know what he thought.   When he could help her, he did.   Can you imagine how much this meant to her, a lonely foreigner?    
Finally, we see Boaz’s generosity in his willingness to become a kinsman redeemer.    It was an Israelite custom that if a man died his nearest relative would marry the widow and continue the man’s family line.    Although, Boaz was a close relative, he was not the closest.   The man who was next in line refused the responsibility because it would endanger his own estate.   However, Boaz accepted the responsibility.   He married Ruth and provided a home for Ruth and Naomi.    He took care of them and provided what they needed.  (Ruth 4) 
As godly single men, we need to become unselfish, generous men like Boaz.   Like Boaz, a good husband will want to meet the needs of those around him, not always focus on having others meet his needs.     He will have a heart that wants take care of a wife and family.  He will not be looking for someone to take care of him.  We need to develop this heart before we get married.  
We need to become men who think about how circumstances will affect others.     An unselfish man will care about his family’s safety and welfare.    He will try to do what is best for his family.  
Like Boaz, we need to care about others are thinking and feeling.   We must be generous with our conversation and listen when others speak to us.   We must be unselfish with our emotions.    Most importantly, as unselfish man we need to embrace responsibility.    This is the type of man a godly Christian woman deserves, and it is what we need to strive to become.      
Ultimately, it is our heart and soul that our future wife is going to marry.   She deserves to have us working on our hearts and becoming a man with an unselfish heart willing to love God and others.    Ask God to make you into a man who is generous with your emotions, your knowledge and your time.    Allow the Holy Spirit to point out times when you allowed yourself to act selfishly.  Make a list of each time He brings to your memory.  Ask God to forgive you for each time you were selfish.  Analyze the list and see behavioral patterns that cause you to be stingy and selfish.  Then willfully begin to change.  Ask God to make you a generous man with a servant’s heart like Boaz.  This is a prayer God will answer.   Your future wife deserves it. 
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