You can become a loyal man
Most of my life I have been a huge fan of the Denver Broncos.  I was loyal to the Broncos thru the good time and the bad.  I was a fan during each of their four Super Bowl losses.  I stayed faithful to them through all the years that when they didn’t make it to the Superbowl.  I had undying loyalty to the Broncos Famed quarterback John Elway, even when it appeared he would never win a superbowl.   I endured all the jokes and ridicule as I stayed loyal to the orange and blue.
Then it happened!  In 1998, when I was a junior in college, John Elway and the Broncos made it to the Superbowl!   They were facing the defending World Champion Green Bay Packers, and NO ONE gave them a chance.  I was excited, nervous, scared, and joyful all at the same time.  Everyone knew this was John Elway’s last chance to win a Superbowl.  I remember I went to church that day in my #7 Jersey and wore it all day long.  
Finally, the kick off came.   The game turned out to be a real battle, culminating with the Broncos taking the lead with, if I remember correctly, less than 2 minutes remaining.  All the world watched to see if John Elway would finally win his first Superbowl.  It all hinged on the Packer’s final drive.
The Packers drove past midfield, but were stopped on the first 3 downs.  The game came down to fourth and ten.  Brett Favre dropped back and delivered a rifle pass across the middle of the field.  My heart stopped beating as the ball soared through the air.  Suddenly the Broncos linebacker leaped up and batted the ball down, securing the Superbowl win.  

To say I was thrilled was an understatement.  Finally, the Broncos had won the Superbowl and all my years of heartbreaking loyalty were rewarded.  The icing on the cake came the following year when John Elway returned for a final season and defended his title, winning back-to- back Superbowls.  All the years of ridicule and laughter I endured as a Broncos fan were over, and my loyalty as a fan grew deeper.  
This is a common experience for all sports fans.  Through the good times and the bad, the highs and the lows, we continue to give our support and loyalty to our team.  I wonder how many men show the same amount of loyalty to their fellow brothers’ in Christ.  When hard times come, are we there to lift our brothers up, to support them, to cheer them on, and to help them in whatever way possible?  Unfortunately, in the culture we live, it seems that men will support a team full of men they have never met, but not their fellow brothers in need.  
I believe it is time that we as men begin to show loyalty to our fellow believers.   We need to get to the place where we build each other up and help carry each other in our time of need.  Buried in the book of 2 Timothy, we read of a man named Onesiphorus.   He is an excellent example to us of how to be a loyal man.  He was loyal even when it was costly to him.
  Onesiphorus is not one of the better known men in the Bible, but his story touches the heart.   His mention in the annals of history is small, a total of four verses in the Bible.  However, he appears at a crucial point in the life of one of the most well-know Biblical heroes, the Apostle Paul.  

2 Timothy is a heart-wrenching letter, written by Paul to his spiritual son Timothy.   He wrote this letter while he was a prisoner in a Roman dungeon.   When you read this letter, you can sense the raw emotion Paul is feeling.  He is well aware that his pending execution could come at any moment.  He wants to leave one last letter for His beloved Timothy to let him know how his last days are spent.   He sought to strengthen and encourage the young man who would soon be forced to minister without his influence.  It is in this context that we read of Onesiphorus.  Let’s look at the first verse of the passage together.
I Tim. 1:15 This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away from me, 
among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.
Paul is being held prisoner in the city of Rome because he served Jesus.    The Roman government considered their Emperor to be god.  This particular Emperor was Nero, a man known throughout history as being insane.  He hated Christians.  Because of Paul’s preaching, Nero had him arrested and sentenced to death.   This Roman Dictator saw Paul as a traitor.  We read in verse 15, that all of the people Paul trusted deserted him because they were fearful of execution.  Among the deserters are two men named Phygellus and Hermogenes.
It isn’t clear who these two men are in this passage.  We do know they were two men Paul trusted.  They were friends, maybe even fellow leaders in the church, but they deserted Paul when he needed them most.  These men had no sense of loyalty.  They cared more about their personal safety and comfort than they cared about supporting and encouraging Paul.   Such disloyalty is a disgrace for any man who claims to be a godly man.  It is the makings of a coward, not a man.  
A man who wants to become like Jesus will not act this way.  He will support and help a friend no matter what he is facing.    Onesiphorus was such a man.  
The first mention of Onesiphorus is seen in the three verses following the heartbreaking revelation from Paul that all the people he was relying on had deserted him.  Let’s look again at 2 Timothy 1:

16 The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; 17 but when he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me. 18 The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day—and you know very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.
Onesiphorus traveled hundreds of miles to the city of Rome to see his good friend Paul.  When he arrived in Rome, he searched zealously for Paul. This was no quiet, secretive search in hopes of not being discovered, but a tenacious, vigorous search.  He must have gone door to door and store to store, asking anyone and everyone where he could find Paul.  He had no fear or shame at being associated with Paul.  All he knew was that his friend needed help, and he was going to do all he could to find him and help him.
Today, this may not seem like a big deal.  If I had a friend who was in prison, I could go to the jail and visit him without suffering any personal consequences.  However, this was not the case in Paul’s time.   In those days, if you went to visit a prisoner, you were regarded as a criminal or worse.  This was especially true if you went and visited a prisoner like Paul who was scheduled to be executed.  You would be considered a traitor to the Roman Empire, putting your own life in great danger.  This is why it is even more impressive to read that Onesiphorus searched so intently for Paul.   He didn’t care if he was viewed as a criminal or a traitor.  He felt no shame that the man he was searching for was in chains in a Roman dungeon.   All he cared about was being loyal to his friend in his time of need.

Can you imagine the boost that Onesiphorus’ visit must have given to a very discouraged Paul?  Face it, Paul was human.  Being deserted by all these believers had to have some affect on his spirit.  However, he must have been overjoyed by this visit from his loyal friend. 
Stop and think about it.  How much did Onesiphorus’ visit shape the content of Paul’s second epistle to Timothy?   Would he have been so bold in telling Timothy to never be ashamed of the Gospel if he hadn’t witnessed Onesiphorus’ lack of shame in searching him out?   Could he have commanded Timothy in chapter 4 to preach the word with boldness if he wasn’t positive that God would supply Timothy with his own Onesiphorus in his time of need?	 Who knows what difference there would be in Paul’s final letter to Timothy.  Thankfully, we don’t have to wonder because of the shining example of loyalty from Onesiphorus.
We live in a world that needs more men like Onesiphorus.  Loyalty is a rare commodity.  We have lots of men like Phygellus and Hermogenes.  The world is full of wimps who refuse to be loyal to those around them.  How do I know this?  I have been one of them.
I want to take this time to “get real” with you about this subject of loyalty.  I don’t want you to feel that I am arrogantly pointing my finger at you as I say that we as men don’t have a good sense of loyalty.  I want you to know that this chapter is directed at me, just as much, if not more, than at you.  I have struggled with not being loyal to the people God has placed in my life.  For me, it is a source of great shame and disgrace.  Let me give you an example.

When I was in high school, I had a best friend.  We did everything together.  We spent hours talking, hanging out, listening to music, basically just being friends.  We went to the same school, and the same church.   We enjoyed many of the same things.    However, as I graduated high school and prepared for college, our friendship drastically changed. 
One reason for the change was that he began to date a girl.  Because of my own insecurities, I became jealous.  I was never popular with girls, and I was jealous that he had a girlfriend and I didn’t.  Naturally, he spent more time with her and less with me.  Still struggling with the emotional pain from my father’s rejection, I felt rejected once again.   (This was a reoccurring theme in most of my friendships.  I perceived rejection that wasn’t there because I never faced the pain of the rejection from my father.)  As a result, I pulled back.  When it was time to go to college, I ended the friendship by not staying in contact.   I didn’t see or talk to my friend until a few years later.
During my sophomore year of college, I became extremely ill.  I ended up in the hospital.  It was so serious that my family doctors thought I was going to die.  However, God miraculously healed me and I made a full recovery.  When my friend heard that I was so sick, he rushed to see me.  However, instead of rebuilding our friendship, I became embarrassed and stand-offish.  As a result, we were never close again.  Occasionally I see him, but it is awkward.  Looking back now, I deeply regret the way I acted in this friendship.  I missed attending his wedding.  I missed the birth of his first child, a little girl.  There are still times that I miss my friend.  However, because of my lack of loyalty, I ruined a great friendship.

My lack of loyalty has been a major source of pain both to myself and those around me.  It has cost me good friendships.  It almost cost me my relationship with my family.  However, one day God grabbed me and forced me to look at this problem in my life.  He showed me how wrong it is that I can be so die-hard-loyal to something as trivial as a football team, yet have no sense of loyalty to the people that He had placed in my life.  He told me that if I didn’t face this and change, I would never be the man He wants me to be.  He confronted me that I would never be a good husband and my marriage would end in divorce the first time I felt my wife hurt me.  He said that I could never be an effective minister because I would cut people off instead of reaching out to help them.  I would not be an Onesiphorus.
In shame and disgrace, I was forced to face this issue and begin to learn what it is that caused me to be so disloyal.  God showed me that my lack of loyalty was a direct result of the rejection I felt from my father.  In order to never again face the pain of rejection, I pull away from people so they can’t hurt me.  This defensive act of pulling away is what causes my lack of loyalty.  In order to start being loyal to people, I had to face this pain and realize that not everyone will reject me like my dad.  I need to become vulnerable with people and open myself up to the possibility of being hurt.  The Holy Spirit forced me to face the pain buried in my heart that causes me to run from people.  
As a result, God is teaching me to be loyal.  He is rebuilding my relationships with my family.  He is teaching me how to support people and help them through the hard times.  I am beginning to have meaningful, lasting relationships.  The Holy Spirit is teaching me how to forgive and reach out to people in need.  None of this would have been possible without facing my problem with loyalty and identifying the root of my problem. 
In order to become a loyal man, you must identify what it is that causes your lack of loyalty.  Once you identify the cause, seek deliverance for any generational sin of betrayal or disloyalty.  Then you can work through it and overcome it.   You can be free to be the loyal, supportive man that you are destined to become.

I hope you can see why I feel so strongly about this subject.  I long to see a Christian community where the men can stand side by side, holding each other up through whatever they face.  I yearn to see men who are loyal to their wives and never even consider the idea of divorce.  I want there to be men who are loyal to their children.  I want to see men who are able to reach the unsaved, and have the new believer know that Christian men can be trusted to stand by them and not cut and run.  
What about you?  Would you be willing to do what Onesiphorus did for a friend?  Are you a man committed to being loyal to those around you?  Are you like  I  once was, resembling Phygellus and Hermogenes, willing to turn my back on those God had placed around me?  Are you completely loyal when it comes to your marriage?  Does your wife know that, no matter what happens or what problems the two of you may face, you are committed to her and the marriage and that divorce is never an option? 
I encourage you to examine yourself.  Take a good look.  Become a loyal man like Onesiphorus.  Be loyal to those God has given you.    Who knows what a difference we could make in the life of the friends and family God has given us?    
Dear Heavenly Father, I want to become a man who practices loyalty.  Thank you for all the people you have placed in my life.  Forgive me for not demonstrating loyalty to them, but instead doing what is best for myself.  Help me to become a loyal man.  Show me how, through Your Word and prayer, what it is that causes me to be disloyal, then help me to change.  I want to become a loyal man that you and others can count on, especially in time of need.  Thank you for hearing this prayer.  In Jesus’ name, Amen
Homework:

1.	Take time alone and examine your relationships.  Dissect whether you are truly loyal to the people in your life.  Do the same with your past relationships.  Repent if necessary and take action to change.
Extreme Homework:
Find someone who is going through a rough time.  For example, find a man who is undergoing a serious family illness or injury, or find a man who is struggling to deal with pain from his past.  If you can’t think of anyone, ask you pastor.  Then go to this person and give them all the help possible.  Stay committed to them and see them through their crisis.   
Group Study Questions:
1.	What do you consider a loyal man?  Do you think you are this way?
2.	Have you ever had people desert you in a time of need?  Have you ever done this to others?
3.	Would you be willing to help and comfort a friend if it endangered your personal safety and comfort?
4.	How does loyalty relate to a marriage?  If asked, do you think your wife would say you are loyal?
5.	We read that Onesiphorus traveled from Ephesus to Rome to see Paul, a trip over hundreds of miles.  Would you do the same for a friend in need?
6.	What are some ways that you can improve in the area of loyalty?
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