	“I am really struggling with the way things are going in my church and community.  I love God and have faithfully served Him for years.  However, nothing is the way it used to be.  They’re singing new songs.  The Pastor is preaching past noon.    New and different people are joining our church, and they have new ideas of how to reach the community.  Why can’t things just go on like they always have?  Why do these people insist on trying new things?  Sure, the church is growing and the community is being reached, but at what cost?  I just wish things could stay the way they were forever.  I am beginning to hate all of the change and the people supporting it.   Can God use me when I feel this way?”
	Can you relate to the man above?  Do you have a desire to serve God, but you find yourself not wanting to change or go along with what God is doing in your church or community?  Well, there is hope.  God can still use you.  How do I know this?  Well, if God could use Saul of Tarsus, He can definitely use you!
	Saul was a man who had a heart for God.  He wanted to follow God.  Saul was raised to be a Pharisee, which was a religious leader in the nation of Israel during New Testament times.  Pharisees had definite ideas of how to serve God.  When Jesus arrived on the scene, his version of following God did not mesh with theirs.  Saul was one of these men.  He hated Christians and what they were doing to his form of religion.  
	Saul’s heart to serve God became the tool Satan used to try and destroy him.  Saul became so angry and outraged at the Christians for changing the Jewish tradition in which he’d been raised that he began a campaign to destroy them.  As satan often does, he used Saul’s heartfelt beliefs and twisted them to keep him from the new move of God.  The result was Saul spinning out of control as he sought to bring an end to Christianity.   He began murdering the Christians in Jerusalem.  Once the violent streak started in his life, it picked up and got even more out of control.
	Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
	In this passage we read that Saul, a Pharisee and devout Jew, was angry and full of rage at the Christians.  In his eyes, the Christians were destroying the Jewish system of religion.  After receiving permission from the High Priest, the leading figure in the Jewish religious system, Saul started to take action against the church.    He literally became a terrorist declaring a jihad against the Christians.
 	Saul set out on a trip to Damascus to capture and torture any and all Christians he encountered.  He was so obsessed with destroying Christianity that he willingly traveled over 100 miles to capture them.  He was known far and wide for the cruel punishments he would deal out to all the Christians he found.   Once in Paul’s hands, Christians were forced to either deny Christ or die.   However, God had another plan.  
 	On the road to Damascus, Jesus appeared to Saul.  The brilliant light of the Risen Savior’s Glory caused Saul to shield his eyes.  Jesus spoke to Saul confronting him of his evil ways. Jesus told Saul that when he persecutes Christians, he was really persecuting God.   When Saul asked what he was to do, Jesus commanded him to enter the city where he would be told what to do next.   When the light disappeared and Saul opened his eyes, he immediately realized that he was blind!  The great terrorist was forced to rely on his men to help him into the city to wait for God to reveal what was next for him.  
When he entered the city, he took residence with a man named Judas.  Then God sent a man name Ananias to speak to Saul and tell him the Gospel message.  Ananias led Saul to a relationship with Jesus.  Saul was never the same again.
	Saul became the great Apostle Paul.  He not only accepted Christianity, but he became the man God used to spread it to the Gentiles!  He went on at least 4 missionary journeys, leading many people to Christ.  God was able to take Saul and use him as Paul, the great apostle and theologian.   Paul wrote 13 books, just one shy of half of the entire New Testament.  How many lives have been converted by reading the words of Paul throughout the years?  
	Saul was able to overcome the rage and anger that ruled his life as he sought to murder Christians.  He became the apostle to the Gentiles, which is amazing since he formerly hated the Christians sharing the Gospel with non-Jews.  God did a complete heart change inside of Saul.   If God could do this for Saul, He can do the same for you.
	So how do you overcome like Saul?   First, you need to talk to God about the way you are feeling and ask Him to give you His vision for what He wants in your life and in your church.  Be open to His leading, and when He shows you the need to change and go with the flow, follow Saul’s example and jump in wholeheartedly.  
Also, repent to God for having a judgmental and narrow-minded attitude.  If you expressed this attitude to others around you, ask them to forgive you and let them know you are willing to give support to what God is doing.  So many moves of God are squelched by people wanting to have things stay the same.  
	Saul went to the extreme of killing people.  I am sure none of us have done that.  However, many attempt to kill the forward movement of God, and this is just as serious.  Confession and repentance are vital to getting back on track.  God not only changed Paul’s heart about the new wave of the Spirit, but He used him as the front running leader.  God can do the same with you.  The question is, “Will you allow Him to do it?”
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