
	Were you ever around a nagging woman?   Maybe nagging is a harsh word----a woman who persistently made a request of you to do something for her.    Jesus told a parable about such a woman.   Luke 18:1-8 tells the story of the persistent widow.   
	The persistent widow had an enemy, so she went to the judge for help.   He kept putting her off.   We would call it ignoring her.   He saw her as a bother and he kept hoping she would go away.   That didn’t stop the woman.   She knew what she needed and had the tenacity to keep going to him until he helped her.  
	Notice, Jesus did not put this woman down.   He saw her persistence and tenacity as good qualities.   In fact, Jesus says He would help her and do it quickly.  So, we see 2 different men handling the same woman and her problem.  
	The Judge: 
1.	Saw her as a problem.
2.	Felt like she was bothering him
3.	Got annoyed because she kept bringing her need to him to fix
4.	He acted disgusted with her
5.	He refused to help her until he couldn’t stand her anymore
6.	He said she was wearing him out by being such a nag.  

	The woman:
1.	Was a vulnerable widow who needed the judge’s help against her enemy
2.	She was a strong woman
3.	She wasn’t proud because she kept going to the judge for help
4.	Being a widow she was probably afraid of her enemy.
5.	She was persistent
6.	She had tenacity and endurance

Jesus:
1.	Heard her cry for help.
2.	Had compassion toward her
3.	Quickly helped her

	This particular parable is about a widow, but we all know woman who want something from us.   Our tendency is to get annoyed and tune them out.   But men, this is not what Jesus would do.   
	Usually when a woman asks for something there is a good reason why.   She’s not nagging us.   Women have a perception about certain areas and things we can’t begin to understand.   If they need something, it is really important. 
	We must learn and teach ourselves to listen.   If we don’t understand, ask questions tenderly and patiently so you do understand exactly what she is saying and what she needs.  
	Don’t put her off.   Don’t get angry.   Don’t think what you are doing is more important.    She has a legitimate request of you.   
	A woman like in this parable is a woman I would want on my side.    She wasn’t the kind of woman who took “no” for an answer.   She needed help and went to the person who could help her.  She’s wise.   She’s persistent.   She’s strong, capable, and not afraid to keep asking until she is heard.     She knows what she needs and will fight to get it.   We are talking about a woman who has beautiful inner qualities.  She is her own person, unafraid to stand for what is right.   
	The problem could be how men view women like this.   Do you see her as a nag?   Is she never satisfied in your mind?   Does she expect too much from you?    Does she make you feel insecure?   Are you intimidated by her?  
	Well, then it’s time we change, because such a woman is a beautiful gift to have in our lives.    In times of trouble, we can be guaranteed she will be there for us, standing by us, praying for us.   She is a jewel from God and that’s how He sees her.   
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