A Man Of Zeal
	Did you have a hero when you were child?  Most of us did.  For some, it was the athletic superstar of his day, while others love the soldier or the cowboy from the movies.  For me, it was the Lone Ranger. I had the toy guns, the hat, the mask, and even fake plastic silver bullets.  I loved watching this masked hero and his brave Indian friend Tonto as they fought to uphold integrity and honesty in the old west.  Each episode ended the same way.  The Lone Ranger would leave his infamous silver bullet with whoever he had helped.  When he left, someone would always ask “Who is that masked man?”  Someone else would always answer, “Why, he is the Lone Ranger.”  Then they would wave good bye as the Lone Ranger and Tonto rode off to the glorious cheer of “Hi yo Silver, away!”.
	While most of us had heroes as children, few of us have them as adults.  We have become jaded and proud.  We no longer look for men to look up to and model ourselves after.  I think this is sad.  I feel we all need to find men we can look to as heroes and the Bible is full of heroic men.  Today, as we turn together to Numbers 25, I want to introduce you to one of my heroes.  His name is Phinehas.
	Phinehas’ story is found during the time when Israel is heading toward the Promised Land.  He was the grandson of Aaron, the high priest.  He had witnessed God’s miraculous power when God freed the people of Israel from Egyptian slavery.  He was there when God helped the people in their first war against the Amelikites.  After this battle, Israel fought and conquered the areas just outside the Promised Land.  Next, they prepared the battle plan for the conquest of the land God promised them.  This fact didn’t go unnoticed by the king of Moab whose land was just inside the area Israel was planning to invade.  
	In Deuteronomy 2: 9 we read:
 Then the LORD said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab, nor contend with 
		them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land as a possession,
		 because I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a possession.’ ”
	The people of Israel are forbidden to attack or harm Moab.  However, the king of Moab did not know this fact.  Because he was afraid of Israel and their military might, Balak, the king of Moab  hired Balaam, a prophet, to come and proclaim a curse on the nation of Israel.  
	When Balaam received the king’s request and the offer of a huge financial windfall, he immediately wanted to go.  	As Balaam proceeded on the long trek to Moab, he is stopped and warned not to curse Israel.  This is done through the miraculous phenomenon of having his donkey speak to him.  He is told that if he insisted on going, he may only say what God tells him to say.  
	  When he arrives, he goes to view the Israelite’s camp and speak his curse, but the only thing God allowed him to do was bless the Israelites.   Balak, furious at Balaam’s blessing, demanded he try again.  The same thing happened each time he tried to curse Israel.  Finally, unable to bring a curse upon the people of Israel, an exasperated Balaam taught the Moabites  how to provoke the Lord’s anger against Israel.  This is where our story begins.  
Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began 
			to commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They invited 
			the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate 
			and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal 
			of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel.
	This passage describes Baalam’s evil plot.  He taught the Moabites how to trap the Israelites and cause a breech between them and God.    The Moabite women seduced the Israelite men and caused them to participate in the sensual Moabite religious system.  The Israelite men fell into their trap.   God’s anger was  aroused against the entire Israelite community. 
4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders 
			of the people and hang the offenders before the LORD, 
			out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may 
			turn away from Israel.”  5 So Moses said to the judges 
			of Israel, “Every one of you kill his men who were joined 
			to Baal of Peor.              
	God’s command to Moses was clear; kill the sinners and remove the sin from the camp.  Anyone who worshiped with the women were to be killed.  This message is important for all men today.  God wants us to destroy all the sin in our lives so we can become holy men devoted solely to the Lord.  Only then can we move forward and obtain the great things God promises us.  
	Let’s get back to the story.  Moses and the children of Israel took the action necessary to remove the sin from among the people.  The entire congregation was rededicated to God.  They  learned a hard lesson and were back on track.  You would think they would never want to sin with the other nations again.  Problem solved; lesson learned.  I wish the story ended that way, but as we continue on we see the opposite.
			6 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and 
			presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in the 
			sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation
			 of the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door
			 of the tabernacle of meeting.
	Can you believe it?  What shameless audacity and rebellion against the Holiness of God!  This man, in direct defiance and rebellion to God, went and took his Midianite girlfriend, the daughter of the head Midianite priest, into the Tent of Meeting!
	In the Holy Presence of God, they engaged in a sexual embrace in the manner of Baal worship!   If this wasn’t offensive enough, he did it on the day that Israel was trying to get right with God and remove the sin from their lives.  This was a heinous sin.  It was rebellion against the very nature of God.  This act  rivals the rebellious action of Satan which caused him to get thrown out of Heaven!	
	If God wasn’t already angry with the nation of Israel and willing to destroy them, He surely was now!  Immediate action needed to be taken.  This is where we first meet Phinehas.  He demonstrates that a godly man is passionate for God and will do whatever is necessary to remove sin from his life.
We must have a passion to destroy sin before it destroys us.
7 Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. 9 And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.
	WOW!   I love this man.  After seeing the horrific display of defiance against God, he was immediately filled with righteous, holy indignation.  Earlier in life, Phinehas had seen his two uncles sin against God and be struck dead.  This man’s terrible act was a horrific sin on a much larger scale.  We see that God’s wrath was already underway because it mentions a plague.  Phinehas knew that his life, as well as the lives of the rest of God’s children, were in grave danger.  He knew that God’s holiness was under direct attack.  Action needed to be taken!  Phinehas loved God and  his nation.  He couldn’t stand by and let this pompous, rebellious traitor bring judgement on his people.   He grabs a spear, runs up to the  rebellious couple, and slams his spear directly though them both while they were having sex!  This is a real man of God.  He  loves God  and so  desires His presence that he will kill any sin that threatens to get in the way!
	 I love the description of Phinehas’ actions.  He was overcome with righteous anger.  It took tremendous strength to do what he did!  Phinehas had a tremendous, supernatural strength of character, bound and formed around an intense desire to show honor and respect to God.  What was this strength?  We continue on the story to see how God Himself describes it.
		10 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 11 “Phinehas the son 
		of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath 
		from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal 
among them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal. 12 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace; 13 and it 
		shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an 
		everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and
		 made atonement for the children of Israel.’ ”
	God declared that Phinehas was “zealous with My Zeal”.  What exactly does this mean?    According to Webster’s dictionary, zeal means “fervor for a person, cause, or object; eager desire or endeavour; enthusiastic; diligence; ardor.    Phinehas had an eager desire, a fervor, to see the Holiness of God defended.  The original Hebrew word used here is qana, which means to be  jealous or envious.  The idea is that Phinehas  loved God so much that he was jealous for God’s sake.  He hated that this man was in essence cheating on God.  He felt the same pain that God was feeling and he took action to put an end to it.  
	Action had to be taken.  God had been offended, and to Phinehas it was as if he himself had been attacked.  He had to defend God’s honor.  This character trait is essential in a godly man.   We must hate evil.  We cannot tolerate it.  We must take appropriate action to deal with the evil around us.  This action by Phinehas was appropriate to the circumstances.  
	Look around you.  Is there something in your life that is blatant sin against God?   A godly man has a zeal for holiness.  Whatever it takes, he will destroy the sin.   This is important in today’s “freedom in Christ” atmosphere that exists.  Too many sins are being tolerated and too much compromise is taking place because people feel that they have the right to do what they want because they have freedom in Christ.  They use the words of Paul as a free pass to throw off holiness.  They ignore the warning of Paul that we should not use his words as an excuse to sin.  Some have lost a true sense of the Holiness of God.  It is time we follow the words found in the book  of John and become holy as God is Holy.
	We must have a passion to be holy and take appropriate action against sin.  Such a man receives a blessing from God.  God said to Phinehas,
		‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace; 13 and it 
		shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an 
		everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and
		 made atonement for the children of Israel
	God was thrilled with Phinehas’ action.  He rewarded him with the promise that for all of eternity, Phinehas’ descendants would be His priests.  This promise will extend even through the millennial reign of Christ.  That is a long time!  God will not fail to take care of those who take care of His reputation.
	You may be thinking, “I agree that a real man is zealous for God and needs to take action against sin, but do you really think it is okay to go around driving spears through people?”  
	My answer to you is no.  It is not okay.   We have to understand one thing.  The Bible is both a literal and a spiritual book.   The accounts in the Bible were all true stories  that happened to real people.  However, there is also spiritual imagery of how a believer should live.  God wants us to kill unholiness and sin.  This mostly involves the sin in our lives.  It is our duty  to discern the sin living inside of us.  Then we, like Phinehas, must show it no mercy.  It must be dealt with quickly.   
	I remember a time when I had to attack such an area of sin.  God showed me that I had a problem with telling the truth.  When push came to shove, I would lie to avoid getting in trouble.  As a result, God required me to speak nothing but truth. If I spoke something that was not 100% accurate, I would have to go back and correct it.  I was so zealous that I would correct the most minuet details.  I would correct statements, even if it was a simple as saying something “took me five minutes” and it actual took me six. 
	At one point the Holy Spirit reminded me of a time I had lied a few years earlier while in college  to avoid paying a fine.  He required me to write the college a letter asking forgiveness  and include the money for the fine.  After going to such extremes, you get tired of the embarrassment and burden of correcting yourself and you form the new habit of speaking the truth.	I realized the seriousness of my lying and took my spear and killed it.  
	Another example of attacking sin in my life is seen in my eating habits.  As a child, I was a very picky eater.  I would drive my mom crazy at meal times.  The stories of me throwing up food I didn’t enjoy are infamous at my house.  Although my Mom tried desperately to change my eating habits, I carried my wrong habits into my adult years.  The result was an eating disorder.  I stopped throwing up, but I was still extremely picky.    I would barely eat on days that food was served I didn’t like.  When we had food I liked, I would binge on it.  Then I wouldn’t be so hungry on the days that I would starve myself.  In college, I refused to eat most of the food served in the dining hall.  I survived mainly on cocoa puffs, ice cream, and fast food.  
	A few years ago, God showed me that my eating habits were sin.  I had to learn to eat whatever was put in front of me, even if I didn’t like it.    I started to eat more fruit and vegetables.   I had to stop binge eating.  In order to do this, I would keep a chart of  EVERYTHING that I put into my mouth to ensure that I ate the same amount each day.  My bad eating patterns were sin.  I had to get out my spear and kill them.  Then, I had to replace them with proper eating habits.   As a result, I am healthier, I lost 40 lbs, and I enjoy foods I formerly refused to eat. 
	Another area I had to grab my spear was in my driving habits.  I  always drove fast.  Going 80 mph on a highway was common for me.  I would pass cars whether or not  it was a passing zone.   One day God showed me that this was a sin.  I was not submitting to the speed limit laws.  Now I make myself obey the speed limit, even when it seems ridiculous.  It was hard, but it was sin and it had to go.    These are just a FEW examples of all the sin God has made me face and learn spear to death.
	A zealous man will see his sin as an offense against the holiness of God.  Like Phinehas, he will drive a spear through it with all the vigor he possesses  because he
wants to become as godly a man as possible.  I feel that the chief times in life when you will need to “spear” sin is when you discover it in your own life.  It will be as revolting to you to see  sin in your “tabernacle” as it was for Phinehas to see the sin in his tabernacle. 	What about you?  What areas of sin do you still face in your life?  You need to be a godly man and acknowledge your sin.  Then be like Phinehas and be brutal.  Show it no mercy.  I encourage you to grab your spear, face your sin, and destroy it with all your might.  It is what Phinehas did, and it is what any  man who longs to have a  deep, zealous,  relationship with God would do.  
	Dear Heavenly Father, Please forgive me for any time I have been ashamed to stand against evil or have looked the other way.  From this day forward, I want to be a man like Phinehas who will stand up and fight against sin in my life.  Show me the areas of sin and give me strength and  boldness as I face it.   I want to destroy my sin and enter into a deeper relationship with You. In Jesus name, Amen.
Homework:
1.	Ask the Holy Spirit to show you areas of sin that stand between you and God.  Make a list and repent of the sins.  Stop doing the sin and change your behavior.
X-treme Homework
In this chapter, I mentioned that God required me to mail a check and ask forgiveness  to my college in order to break the habit of lying.  Is there  sin in your life that you need to make restitution for?  Do it.  Ask the Holy Spirit how you could make it right.  It may be embarrassing, but it is the fastest way to destroy the sin in your life.
Group study Questions:
1.	Do you understand why we need  a zeal  for God?
2.	Do you believe you have a freedom in Christ to sin, or do you believe you need to pursue holiness? 	
3.	Are there areas of sin in your life that you tolerate?  
4.	How can you go about removing these sins from your life?
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