Chapter 5
Rehoboam—Unteachable
	For most of my life, I took great pride in my ability to understand and use the latest technology in the world of electronics.  Whether it is computers or radios, I always enjoyed using the latest thing on the market.  My family always came to me for help with all of their electronic problems.
	In my early twenties, God placed me in a time of waiting on Him to open doors for me.  During this time, I was not exposed to the newer innovations.  Because technology changes so quickly, I found myself hopelessly out of touch.  It was during this time that our trusty VCR broke.  We went out to buy a replacement only to find that VCR’s had been pushed aside by DVD’s.  We ended up buying a unit that allowed us to copy our VCR tapes onto DVD.  I, along with my family, expected me to be able to hook up the machine and work it right away.  We were wrong.  
	I could not get the stupid machine to work! I couldn’t get it to record.  I was at a loss for what to do.  My family kept telling me to look at the manual, but I refused.  I was the electronical person of the family.  Who needed instructions?  
	Over the next couple of weeks, I drove myself and my family crazy with this machine.  They wanted to use it, but each time I tried, something went wrong.  It frustrated me to the point that I wanted to throw it out the window!  I hated that machine.  Finally, my family forced me to read the manual.  I reluctantly read it.  It turned out there was a certain button I had to push to get the recorder to work. Once I humbled myself and listened to my family’s advice to read the manual, we were able to enjoy our old VCR tapes on new DVD’s.  
	While this story may seem ridiculous, it points out a sin which many men commit each day.  Because I refused to be teachable and use the manual, I couldn’t enjoy the wonderful world of DVD’s.
	Whether it be reading an instruction manual, stopping to ask for directions, or seeking guidance when undertaking a project, few men want to admit they need help.  They don’t want to have someone else tell them how to do things.  Many men go as far as to ignore the advice and wisdom given to them because they think they have things under control.  This behavior is known as being unteachable, and it is a sin that can cost us greatly in life.  We have the perfect example of how we can lose it all through being unteachable in the life of Rehoboam.  He demonstrates the need to seek godly advice as well as the cost of ignoring this advice.
	Rehoboam was the son of King Solomon.  He was raised during a time of wealth and ease as God blessed the nation of Israel.  We first read about Rehoboam shortly after the death of his father.  He is in the town of Shechem for his coronation as the king of Israel.  However, before the nation of Israel made him their new leader, they wanted to get a few things straight.
Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, ﻿4﻿ “﻿Your father made our ﻿yoke ﻿﻿heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.﻿”
	Apparently Rehobam’s father had been a cruel taskmaster.  The people were sick of his treatment and wanted to be assured that the son would be different.  Rehobam heard the people’s request.  Instead of telling the people what they wanted to hear like most politicians would do, Rehoboam postponed his coronation.  He sent the people away for three days to decide what to do.  
	Once the people left, Rehoboam called his father’s wise elders and asked them what to do.  Their response was immediate.
7﻿ And they spoke to him, saying, ﻿ ﻿“﻿If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever.﻿”
	Rehoboam did what any wise man should do in such a situation.  He sought the advice of older, more experienced men.  As is often the case, the wise elders gave him excellent advice.  Considering the fact that Rehoboam’s father, Solomon, had written many proverbs about the benefits of seeking advice and being teachable, we naturally assume that he took there advice, showed mercy to the people, and lived in even greater luxury than his father.  Wrong!
8﻿ But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him. ﻿
	Rehoboam didn’t want to be taught the proper way to rule the people.  Instead, he sought guidance from the people who would tell him what he wanted to hear.  This is exactly what happened.  The young men he grew up with told him to crack down even harder on the people.  Rehoboam, anxious to make a name for himself, did just that.
12﻿ So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had directed, saying, “﻿Come back to me the third day.﻿” ﻿13﻿ Then the king answered the people ﻿﻿roughly, and rejected the advice which the elders had given him; ﻿14﻿ and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “﻿My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with ﻿﻿scourges!﻿” ﻿
	Rehoboam refused to let the older, more experienced men shape his governing policies.  He instead got his pals to tell him what he wanted to hear.  He refused sound wisdom and guidance.  He felt he knew better.  He wasn’t going to let his father’s men tell him what to do.  Rehoboam made a mistake that many men make.  He felt he was above instruction.  He thought he had the answers.  He wanted no sound advice.  As a result, his unteachableness cost him everything.
16﻿ Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying: ﻿ ﻿“﻿What share have we in David?     We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.   To your tents, O Israel!     Now, see to your own house, O David!﻿”So Israel departed to their tents. ﻿17﻿ But Rehoboam reigned over ﻿the children of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.
	Rehoboam’s unwillingness to be taught kept him from ruling over the entire nation of Israel.  As a result, the wealthy and influential kingdom Solomon had built was divided, leaving Rehoboam to rule only two tribes.  He could have had it all, wealth, power, strength, glory, and the loyalty of an entire nation.  Instead, he lost it all because he was unteachable.  We need to make sure we don’t do the same thing.
	As men, it is not natural for us to seek advice.  We think we can handle things ourselves.  Many men see getting advice as a sign of weakness.  However, nothing could be further from the truth.  It is a sign of strength and security when a man is willing to seek out advice.  It shows a humbleness that is very pleasing to God.  It shows a lack of pride.  Unfortunately, many men refuse to open themselves up to learning from others.  I know this was a sin that greatly affected my life.
	I grew up with a father who would never humble himself and ask anyone for advice.  Instead, he acted as if he knew everything.  For lack of a better phrase, he would bullshit his way through things.  If he didn’t know how to do something, he would do it halfway and try and convince others that he knew what he was doing.  He repeated this pattern in every area of his life.  He refused any guidance when building our family home.  He accepted no teaching on how to be a better father and husband.  He took no instruction on how to be a Christian.  Whenever another man tried to help my dad, he would refuse.  Then he would then slander the person and point out any flaws they may have.  This made him feel better about himself.  As a result, our house fell apart.  His marriage and family were destroyed.  His relationship with God was greatly affected.
	I grew up watching my father act like this.  Eventually, I realized that I did many of the same things.  I didn’t read or seek advice on what God requires of a man.  I had no idea how to do work around the house.  I had no mentors or support structure.  I didn’t want people telling me what was wrong with me or how to change.  I didn’t want people trying to tell me how to live my life.  I wanted to do things my way.  I thought I knew what was best.  
	I refused advice given to me.   I was too insecure to let people know I didn’t have it all together.  No one could get through to me.  I developed an independent spirit.  I became arrogant and prideful.  Self-righteousness began creeping into my life.  I was haughty and obnoxious.  I thought I knew best.    I was travelling down a path of becoming an unteachable man.  
	Eventually, God made me face how unteachable I had become.  I repented and changed my course.  There are still times when I wrestle with not being teachable, but I try to change when I realize it or point it out.  I realize that a strong, godly man wants to have people teaching and advising him.  He seeks out godly wisdom and does what other people teach him.  
	I no longer feel weak when I need to ask someone how to repair something.  I don’t feel like less of a man when I seek guidance about what insurance policy to buy or how to maintain a car.  I realize that there is great wisdom and knowledge to be gained from other people.  They have experienced things.  These experiences give them information that is beneficial to my life.  When I display a teachable spirit, I can glean from their wisdom and avoid mistakes and pitfalls that await me.  It is a sign of strength for a man to be teachable and allow other people to help them.
	We need to be men who are willing to put aside our pride and seek help from others.  We must daily display a teachable attitude as we spend time in God’s Word.  We should seek out mentors who we can turn to for advice in time of need.  We must be open to correction from those who see trouble spots in our lives.  We have to seek wisdom on how to do projects better.  We even need to read manuals and ask for directions when we get lost.  Rehoboam wasn’t teachable and he lost his kingdom.  My dad wouldn’t listen to others, and he lost it all.  We should learn from these examples and be willing to learn and benefit from the advice and experiences of others.  

Dear Heavenly Father,
Please forgive me for every time I have scorned advice or correction.  Forgive me for letting my pride get in the way of seeking godly wisdom and advice.  I want to become a man who is teachable.  I want to humbly seek out the guidance of other more knowledgeable people.  Help me to hear the words other speak to me.  Lead me to the right people from who I can glean wisdom and knowledge.  Give me a heart that longs to learn the principles in Your Word and apply them to be my life.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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