The Rich Young Ruler—Divided Heart
	Ever since I was a child, I have loved to read.  To me, nothing is more relaxing than sitting down with a good book.  When I was younger I enjoyed a good adventure or a sports book.  As an adult, I read Biblical-based books.  Almost every Christmas I received a new book which I usually sat down and finished that day.  A few years back, I received a book from my mom and dad.  It was by one of my heroes of the faith, Fred Stoeker.  The book was called “Every Man’s Challenge.”  The subtitle of the book posed an interesting question.  “How far are you willing to go for God?”
	This is a great question that all men need to face.  Today, I want to help us understand this question and see the full implications.  We will ask what things keep us from going all the way with God.  We will do this by examining the story of a man who could have been Jesus’ thirteenth disciple.  However, his inability to go all the way for God kept him from a deep relationship with God.  He had the great opportunity of serving and learning side by side with Jesus, but because of his divided heart, he ended up sad, alone, and apart from God.  His story is a clear warning against allowing things to stand between us and God.  Let’s get started.
The man Jesus would have made a disciple
	Most people who are familiar with the four Gospels know that John was often known as “the disciple who Jesus loved”.  However, in the book of Matthew we see that this title was almost stolen by another man who came seeking out Jesus.  To see his story, we must look at the Gospel of Matthew chapter 6.
18﻿ ﻿Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “﻿Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?﻿”
	This man was a ruler which meant he was a leader of the local synagogue.  In other Gospel accounts, we read that he was a younger man.  He would have been a well-respected, influential, righteous man who was known by many people.  This is what makes it so odd that he came to Jesus asking this question.  To the average onlooker, it seemed he was the model of the man who deserved eternal life.  Most probably wondered if he was just another leader trying to make a name for himself by questioning Jesus.  He certainly wasn’t the first person to throw a theology question at Jesus.  However, as we read on, we see that Jesus didn’t look suspiciously at the man.  Instead, He looked him in the eye and sincerely answered the question.
19﻿ So Jesus said to him, “﻿Why do you call Me good? No one is good but ﻿ ﻿One, that is, God. ﻿20﻿ You know the commandments: ﻿ ﻿‘﻿Do not commit adultery,﻿’ ‘﻿Do not murder,﻿’ ‘﻿Do not steal,﻿’ ‘﻿Do not bear false witness,﻿’ ﻿ ﻿‘﻿Honor your father and your mother.﻿’ ﻿”
	Jesus, knowing this young man thought a lot of himself, tried to direct his attention to the fact that no human could be labeled “good”.   All men are sinners.  Only God is truly good.  If Jesus wouldn’t take this praise for Himself as God’s Son, than this man had no right to think this way of himself.  Jesus reminds the man that the only way to be labeled “good” is to totally and completely obey the Law of Moses.  Since this is impossible, the only conclusion to be reached is that no one can do anything to obtain salvation.  It can only come through the One Good Person, God.  As we read on, we see that the young ruler totally misses Jesus’ point.
21﻿ And he said, “﻿All ﻿ ﻿these things I have kept from my youth.﻿”
	How’s that for an arrogant statement!  In essence, he is saying he has never done anything wrong.  He felt he lived a truly holy life.  This young man had a wrong view of salvation and righteousness.  He felt it came from obeying a list of rules and regulations.  He failed to recognize that salvation and eternal life only come through admitting our needs, turning to God for forgiveness of our sins, and devoting our lives to being God’s servant.  He had a lot to learn, and Jesus was just the one to teach him.
21﻿ Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him…
	What an awesome statement!  Jesus loved this young man.  He saw great potential for this young ruler’s life and ministry.  He saw inside of this man a serious desire to learn the truth.  Jesus wanted this young man to be one of His disciples.  However, He had to see if the young man was serious about following Him or not.  He poses an interesting situation to the young man.
21﻿ Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, “﻿One thing you lack: Go your way, ﻿ ﻿sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have ﻿treasure in heaven; and come, ﻿ ﻿take up the cross, and follow Me.﻿”
	Basically Jesus is issuing this ruler the challenge that Fred Stoeker issued in his book’s subtitle:  “How far will you go for Me?” He is issuing a challenge for this young man to lay aside everything else in his life and serve Jesus wholeheartedly.  Unfortunately, the young man’s heart was divided.
22﻿ But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
	The young ruler had a divided heart.  On the one hand, he wanted to serve God and live the life of a respected religious leader, yet he also wanted to hang onto his normal, familiar way of life.  For this man, his normal life was a rich, luxurious lifestyle. 
	 However, the money isn’t the issue here.  The real issue is the heart of the man.  He wanted to serve God the way he wanted to do it.  He wanted to stay comfortable.  He didn’t want to change his ways.  Most of all, he didn’t want to surrender everything to God.  He would go part way, but he held back.  Full, unconditional surrender was not an option.  Jesus asked him to go too far, further than he was willing.  As a result, he left sad, hopeless, and alone.  He had a chance to have the ultimate experience serving side by side with Jesus, but his heart was divided.  We must make sure we don’t make the same mistake.	
	You may be thinking, “Jamie, you have nothing to worry about.  I don’t have a lot of money, so it won’t come between me and God.”  Money is not the issue we are discussing.  Most of us have never been in a position of great wealth.  However, we all have things in our lives that, left unchecked, can keep our hearts divided from fully following God.   What if God approached you and asked these things of you?
	What if God asked you to give up your fifteen minutes in the morning reading the sports page and replace it with Bible reading?   
	Would you be willing to give up your favorite tv show if God began to show you that He didn’t approve of it?  
	If you were offered the job of your dreams, would you turn it down because God wants you spending more time with both Him and your family?  
	How about this (this actually happened to a preacher I knew).  You are saving up to by a new car.   You have an older car that still runs, but you are going to buy a new one.   You decide to sell your old one and use the money towards a new car.  You figure you can get about $3,000 for your old one, which is a nice down-payment for the new one.  However, you feel God tell you to give the old car to a poor man who needs a car to drive to work and support his family.  Would you lay down that much for God?  (The man did it, and it was the thing that eventually led to the poorer man’s conversion.)  
	Deciding how far to go for God is an issue we all must face.  In order to reach our full potential as God’s man, we must be willing to hold nothing back.  This is a decision I have had to face in my life.   I always had a heart for God.  I wanted to follow and serve Him.  However, I was not 100% sold out.  My heart was divided.  Because of my many physical problems and the abuse in my past, I never felt I was a real man.  I would always be pursuing things to help me feel like one.  I desired a fancy car, high tech electronic equipment, and a successful career.  I obsessively followed sports, and video games ruled my free time.   I wanted a huge ministry and the approval of others.  My relationship with God shared time with these other interests, and usually God got the leftovers.
	God began to show me my heart was divided.  He wanted me facing and dealing with my manhood issues, not running from them and burying myself in other things.  I had to make a decision:  Was I going to continue allowing my heart to be divided or follow God wholeheartedly?  I chose to leave the other things, let God work inside of me, and follow Him.  I no longer have to prove I am a real man because I know I have become a godly man.
	Multiple times God has asked me how far I am willing to go for Him.  Was I willing to give up my hopes and desires to follow God into a place of waiting as He healed the past pain of hurt and abuse?  Would I lay down my financial security and trust God to supply my needs as I moved into the ministry He called me to do?  Would I involve myself in a community that had zero benefit to me, but in which I could benefit other people?  Countless times God has challenged me to give up my desires, surrender them to Him, and allow Him to do what He wants me to do.
	He even asked me to give up small, irrelevant things in my life.   One time God asked me to give up the only sport I was ever good at, golf.  Because of my physical problems, I was not a good athlete.  This caused tremendous problems to my self-image.  I grew up with a father who taught me to be a “real man” I had to be athletic.  Golf was the only sports outlet that filled this image.  God asked me to totally give up golf and get my sense of self worth through Him.  It was hard, but looking back now, it was well worth it.
	This is just a small example of the ways God tests us to see if we have a divided heart.  I have had to give up dreams, aspirations, relationships, thought patterns, and even the image I tried to present to people in order to wholeheartedly follow God.   He didn’t let me keep anything that keeps me from wholeheartedly following Him.  For this I am thankful.  While it hurts to cut out the things that cause a divided heart, it in no way equals the pain and disappointment that we endure when we realize that we could have had more with God.  The rich young ruler shows us the grief of allowing our hearts to stay divided.  We must choose to surrender everything to God. 
	As we bring this article to a close, I want to share one last story with you.
	There was once a cheerful little boy who was almost five.  Waiting with his mother at the checkout stand, he saw it: a shiny, plastic miniature football.  "Oh please, Mommy. Can I have it?  Please, Mommy, please!"  Quickly the mother checked the tag on the little football and then looked back into the pleading eyes of her little guy's upturned face.  "A dollar ninety-five.   That's almost $2.00 If you really want it, I'll think of some extra chores for you and in no time you can save enough money to buy it for yourself.  Your birthday’s only a week away and you might get another crisp dollar bill from Grandma."  
	As soon as Johnny got home, he emptied his penny bank and counted out 17 pennies. After dinner, he did more than his share of chores and he went to the neighbor and asked       Mrs. McJames if he could pick dandelions for ten cents. On his birthday, Grandma did give him another new dollar bill and at last he had enough money to buy the football.   Johnny loved his football.  It made him feel cool and grown up. He took it everywhere--Sunday school, kindergarten, even to bed.  It never left his side.
	Johnny had a very loving daddy and every night when he was ready for bed, he would stop whatever he was doing and come upstairs to read him a story. One night when he finished the story, he asked Johnny, "Do you love me?
	"Oh yes, Daddy.  You know that I love you." 
	"Then give me your football."
	"Oh, Daddy, not my football.  But you can have my soldier—the one dressed in camo from my collection. The one with the machine gun.  Remember, Daddy? The one you gave me. He's my favorite."
	"That's okay, buddy.  Daddy loves you.  Good night."  And he brushed his cheek with a kiss.
	 About a week later, after the story time, Johnny's daddy asked again, "Do you love me?"
	"Daddy, you know I love you."
	"Then give me your football."
	"Oh Daddy, not my football.   But you can have my dump truck.  The brand new one I got for my birthday.  You can even have the rocks that came with it."
	"That's okay.  Sleep well.  God bless you, little one.  Daddy loves you."  And as always, he brushed his cheek with a gentle kiss.
	A few nights later when his daddy came in, Johnny was sitting on his bed with his legs crossed Indian-style.  As he came close, he noticed his chin was trembling and one silent tear rolled down his cheek.
	"What is it, Johnny? What's the matter?"
	 Johnny didn't say anything but lifted his little hand up to his daddy.  In His hand was the plastic football. With a little quiver, he finally said, "Here, Daddy.  It's for you."	
	 With tears gathering in his own eyes, Johnny's kind daddy reached out with one hand to take the dime-store football, and with the other hand he reached under the bed and pulled out genuine leather, official NFL football and gave it to Johnny.  He had it all the time.  He was just waiting for Johnny to give up the dime-store stuff so he could give him genuine treasure. So much like our heavenly Father.  What are you hanging on to?
	What is keeping you from the blessing of becoming God’s man?  Is there sin which you are holding on to?  Is there something that you are holding onto, something that you won’t surrender to God?  Will you surrender it to God?  Will you give up that plastic football so God can give you His real football?  Quite often God’s football is not what we imagine it to be, and often it involves, change and a more difficult path in life.  Yet the end result is for your good and will benefit your life extremely.  You will be better off than you are holding onto the thing dividing your heart from God.    What are you willing to give up for God?  What are you willing to separate yourself from for Him?  
	Maybe you have never accepted Christ into your heart.  He is waiting now for you to come to Him.  Or maybe you are a Christian who just hasn’t been surrendered to God.  You want all of God that you can have, but you are holding onto that one sin, that one action, that one relationship.  Please, right now, surrender your life to God.  Surrender your will.  Follow God wholeheartedly.  Only then can you have God’s presence in a way that you never thought possible.  Only then can you experience victory.  The rich young ruler held onto his money and never entered into a full relationship with God.  His divided heart kept him from going all the way.  How far will you go?
Dear Heavenly Father,
Please forgive me allowing myself to have a divided heart.  Please show me what things are keeping me from going as far as I can with you.  Give me the strength to surrender these things to you.  Help me learn from the example of the rich young ruler.  Develop in me a heart that follows after you wholeheartedly.  I want to go all the way for you.  In Jesus name, Amen.
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