Luke 7:36-50
 36Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
 39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner." 
 40Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." 
      "Tell me, teacher," he said. 
 41"Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
 43Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." 
      "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 
 44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 
 48Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 
 49The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 
 50Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."

In this particular Scripture we have the hearts of 2 totally different men.  Let’s examine how they treat this woman and each other.
        Simon, the Pharisee, invited Jesus to dinner at his house.  Jesus accepted Simon’s invitation.   Let’s begin with how these 2 men treated each other.
        Since Simon invited Jesus to his house it was up to him to be hospitable toward Jesus.  But this was not the case.  He did not even do what was proper etiquette  for a guest who entered his house at his invitation.  In that culture, it was the custom to greet the guest with a kiss.  Simon did not.  It was proper to wash their dirty feet.  Simon did not.  It was the right thing to anoint their head with oil.  Simon did not.  He invited Jesus but that was the extent of his wanting Jesus or making Him feel at home or welcome in his home or in his life. 
        We see in Simon’s actions and behavior that he is a very self-righteous man.  He is arrogant, pompous, proud and full of himself.  He was rude and condescending toward Jesus.  He didn’t believe Jesus was anything more than a man like himself except that he was better than Jesus.
         Jesus, on the other hand, tried to make Himself at home in Simon’s house.  He reclined to eat and He talked.  He was kind, friendly and honest.  He was Himself.  Jesus knew He was being treated rudely but He did what was proper on His part.
       In comes the third person in our story.  She was the town prostitute entering Simon, the Pharisees’ house.  Simon could not believe his eyes.  He waited to see what Jesus would do since the woman went straight for Jesus.  Simon knew how he would handle it.  He wanted to throw her out.  How dare she have the audacity to enter his house.  She was the town tramp.  He knew how she lived.  He knew all about her.  He would never think of inviting someone like her.  He would wait and see how Jesus handled her.
        This woman was a prostitute.  What was her childhood like?  Why did she become a prostitute? Was she molested?  Was she orphaned as a child and left to fend for herself?  Was abuse all she knew?  The Bible doesn’t give specifics about her life except that on this day she wanted to be different.   She wanted to change her life.  She probably watched Jesus from afar for days or maybe even weeks.  She probably heard all the talk about Him.  She probably watched how He handled people, how He talked to them and treated them.  After all she wasn’t going to take a chance and trust another man in her life.  But as she watched Him and listened to Him speak, she wanted what He could offer her - a brand new life.  She wanted to be born again.  She wanted to live a different life.  She wanted the pain in her heart to go away. She wanted more in life than to be used and abused by men.  She wanted Jesus.
       So into Simon’s house she walked.  She didn’t care what anyone would think or say.  She knew she was a sinner and wanted a brand new life.  But when she got to Him, all she could do was cry.  All the years of pain, insult, abandonment, rejection came out in tears that fell on His feet.  She poured the oil on His feet and cried and cried.  She then used her hair to wipe His feet.  Her heart was reaching out to Him.  She needed Him.  Up to now all she knew was pain in her life.  He could help her.
       This day she was determined to get help.  It had to be His help.  He was her answer.  She wanted change in her life.  She wanted a brand new start.    She needed His forgiveness and she got it.
       Simon was indignant.  He couldn’t believe what his eyes were seeing.  He couldn’t believe Jesus was allowing such a woman to get near Him let alone touch Him.  Well that proved to Simon that Jesus was nobody.  But Jesus saw her heart.  He knew everything about her.  He saw her tender, repentant heart reaching out to Him for forgiveness and help.  He saw in her a willingness to do the right thing.
         So Jesus was going to prove to Simon exactly who He was.  He said, “Simon, let Me show you what is inside your heart?”   Then He proceeds to remind Simon that he did nothing to make Him feel welcome.  He did not even do what was expected of him.  Jesus presented Simon with the fact he too was a sinner just like this woman.  Jesus knew Simon needed His forgiveness just as much as this woman.  But Jesus also saw the biggest differences in their hearts.  She was humble and repentant for her life and her sins.  Simon had no humility, no repentant attitude and thought too highly of himself.
       Simon couldn’t see that He needed Jesus’ forgiveness just like this woman.   He justified his life, actions and behavior.  He didn’t live her life.  He was married.  He was decent.  He wasn’t like her.  He had a good job, a respected job.  He was a good person.  People came to him for help.  He didn’t need this Jesus let alone ask Him to forgive him.  Forgive him for what?
       Jesus saw them both as sinners who needed Him.  He made Himself available to each of them, to help them.
       Jesus made the time to go to Simon’s house.  He spoke truth to Simon in an effort to reach him and save him.  He showed Simon his heart so Simon could change.  He revealed to Simon his sins and his attitudes.  It was Simon who didn’t believe any of it.
      This woman was forgiven by Jesus.  She got saved and lived for Jesus Christ.   He even praised her faith, blessed her to go live in peace.    The saddest commentary is that nowhere does it say Simon changed or repented for his sins which in God’s eyes are just as bad as the woman’s.  In fact, Simon’s may be worse because he went on deceiving himself that he was so good, nothing was wrong with him and his life.  Think about it.   He had Jesus right in his home, ate with Him and never saw his personal need for a savior.
        Jesus will accept our invitation.  He will come and He will try to do all He can for us.  He loves us and wants to change us.   The decision is what we do with Jesus and what we allow Jesus to do inside of us.
        The fault never lies with Jesus.  It is up to us and our free will if we accept Jesus or reject Him.
These 2 lives show us the distinct difference of what we do with Jesus.   The woman was born again.  She wanted the changed life.  She knew she needed Jesus.  Simon was happy with Simon. He didn’t want Jesus.  He liked his life the way it was.  He had a title, prestige among the people, health and money.   He was satisfied.  

     She wasn’t satisfied.  She wanted more.  She needed more.  She needed Jesus.  Simon didn’t need Jesus.  But the absolute truth is Jesus was available for both of them.  It was up to them.
     I know in my own personal life I was like the woman.  I knew I needed Jesus.  I was molested, abused, beaten up by life, and suffered a lot of pain.   A beaten up life is a hard life.  I knew enough that when presented with Jesus Christ that I needed Him and wanted the life He was offering me.  I ran with what Jesus offered me and I don’t ever want to go back.  To me there is nothing in my past to go back to.  It is only forward with Jesus Christ.
         I have been listening to “Born Again” by Third Day, the singing group.  Even after 30 years with Jesus Christ and all the ups and downs, this song is bringing a new excitement to me.  It says exactly how I feel.  There is nothing like being born again and living in God’s Kingdom.  I know where I came from.  I know what I left behind.  I know how broken I was and the love and care God took to heal and restore my soul.   Like the song says I know what I feel in my soul and it is the real thing.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THESE 2 DIFFERENT PEOPLE?
1.  God knows and sees our hearts.  PSALM 139:1-4    HEBREWS 4:13
2.  We all have free wills to do what we want. 
     The woman wanted Jesus to forgive her and she got His forgiveness and a new life.
     Simon wanted to stay the same and Jesus allowed that.   That amazes me.  If we want to stay the same, God allows it.  Why would anyone want to stay the same?  Why would anybody be so pleased with themselves?  
3.  Sin is sin to God!
     ROMANS 3:23 FOR ALL HAVE SINNED AND FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD.  Simon had different sins than the woman but both were sinners in Jesus’ eyes.
4.  The woman wanted a new life in Jesus.  Simon wanted to stay just as he was.

So who are you most like?  Simon or the woman?
Do you see yourself as a sinner who needs Jesus Christ?
Do you want change in your heart and life?
Are you willing to allow Jesus to come in and do what He has to do inside of you?
Are you satisfied with yourself and feel you give God enough of yourself?
Are you struggling with self-righteousness?
Is that attitude keeping you from being honest with yourself and making the necessary changes in your life?
Are you deceiving yourself about your life and the condition of your heart toward God? 
	Life in Jesus Christ is available to whosoever wants it.   It is ours for the asking.   Do you want Jesus?   Tell Him you want Him.   Ask Him to forgive your sins.   Begin a brand new life with Jesus.   You will never regret it!



