	Recently, I was watching a family based comedy on tv.  Although it passed my PG test, one of the characters made a joke.  He said something to the effect that women can have sex anytime they want because men are always willing to sleep with any woman anywhere.  
	Later in the day, I saw a commercial with two women standing in what I guess was a bar deciding which guy they were going to “hook up” with….after all, they could choose whoever they wanted because all men want sex whenever and wherever it is offered to them.
	In our day and age, men have a horrible reputation.  We are seen as sex craved pigs with no morals or standards.  The sad thing is that we now live in a world where this type of behavior is considered common and acceptable.     A “one-night-stand” is considered acceptable behavior for both men and women.   It is expected that a dating couple is having sex.   Anyone who objects to an unmarried couple sharing a bedroom is considered an old-fashioned, prude.     They are the butt of the jokes.   Premarital cohabitation is encouraged and expected.    Somewhere along the way our society lost all respect for purity and Biblical standards for morality.  
	However, this should not be true for the Christian single man.    We cannot draw our standard of living from the world’s standards.   Instead, our behavior and our lifestyle need to be determined by God’s standards as they are taught in the Bible.   
	What does God say about sex and the Christian single?  
I Thessalonians 4:3-8 reads, “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister.   The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned you before.  For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God Who gives you His Holy Spirit.”
1 Corinthians 6:18 says “Flee fornication.   Every other sin which a man doeth is outside the body, but he that commits fornication sins against his own body.”
What is fornication?   The dictionary definition of fornication is “Sexual intercourse between partners who are not married to each other.”  Simply put, the Bible says sex outside of marriage is sin.    That’s the exact opposite of society’s opinion!
	In fact, Galatians 5:19-21 explicitly says that anyone who is having sex outside of marriage will not inherit the kingdom of God.   “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, and they are these: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, quarreling, rivalry, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envying, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such like. About these things I tell you again, as I have also told you in times past, that those who do such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.”
	These are the rules of the kingdom that all Christian singles must follow.   There are no exceptions.   It doesn’t matter what society says is okay.   As Christians we must follow God’s Laws.  
	Practically, what does this mean?   Simply put, a single man who claims to be a Christian should not participate in any type of sexual activity.     God designed sex to be within the confines of a marital commitment.     Only when we make a commitment to obey God’s Laws on this issue are we fulfilling our calling as God’s sons living by His kingdom rules.  
	What do you do if you are a sexually active single Christian man?   
	You need to change your lifestyle.  
 This article is not meant to condemn you or discourage you.   Rather, it is intended to teach you what God expects from you and encourage you to conform your behavior to His standards.   It is never too late to repent and change your behavior.   Today you can choose to ask God to forgive you for living a sexually immoral life and choose to stop having sex until you are married.   If you are living with a woman who is not your wife, than one of you should choose to move out.   You may even need to end the relationship if she is not willing to repent and conform to God’s standards for living.   Take whatever steps are necessary to realign your life with God’s Biblical standards.   Choose to stop sinning and following the world’s behavioral pattern.    Rather, choose to make the life changes necessary to follow God’s will for your life by obeying His Laws regarding sex and the Christian single. 
	Maybe you are a single Christian man who is not sexually active.   You may be reading this article with a yawn and saying, “I’ve heard it all before.  No sex until marriage.   Is this all God has to say on the topic of Sex and the Christian Single?”  
	The answer is a resounding “NO.”   This is actually just the beginning.     God doesn’t just call His children to avoid sexual activity outside of marriage.   He has called each of us to live pure and holy lives in an impure and unholy culture.   
Philippians 2:15 “so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.  Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.”     
	In this Scripture, Paul encourages believers to live in such a way that they are a light in the darkness just as the stars stand out in the night sky.   To do this, we need to take our purity to a level deeper than simply avoiding fornication.    Our purity needs to be a characteristic that sets us apart from the world.   This is what will distinguish us as sons of God.   
How do we achieve this level of purity?

1.	We need to be careful what we let influence us.  
	Years ago when I was in Sunday school, we sang a song that said, “Oh be careful little eyes what you see.”    Now as an adult I know the value of these words, especially for those of us who are single. 
	Earlier we talked about how easy it is to be influenced by society’s view of single men.     They say we need to be sexy, we need to be open to many sexual experiences, and they mock those who choose to remain pure until they are married.  Everyday these messages are sent to our brains.    Let’s honestly ask ourselves, “What are the mediums that send us these messages?”
	The answer is easy.   It is television, movies, music, books, magazines, videos, and advertising.   Take for instance the popular family show that spent a better part of one season openly mocking the parents who objected to their daughter having sex before marriage.   I remember my sister turning to me and saying, “You realize we have the same beliefs as the people they are portraying as religious fools!”   
When we watch shows that condone sexual sin,  we slowly  become desensitized and begin rationalizing and compromising with sin.   Even though we have not committed fornication ourselves, we have just watched other people sin in the name of entertainment.    Guys, this is not living by Biblical standards. 
	The Bible says in Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”    
	The same thing applies to reading material.   You can’t fill your mind with magazine articles containing sexually explicit content and expect to keep your mind pure.   Sometimes even Christian novelists cross the line and tell stories that are too sexually graphic.   Don’t read these books.   Instead, read books that encourage you in your endeavor towards purity and fill your mind with good thoughts.   
At our house, we have established certain guidelines for our entertainment choices, specifically our television viewing, that we feel help us maintain a pure lifestyle.  (We don’t go to the movies.)  First, we set the parental controls on our television to PG with sexual contact blocked.  This helps eliminate programs with a sexually explicit nature.   
	Secondly, we avoid all sex scenes.   Years ago, my pastor’s wife, Devi Titus, taught us that whenever you watch a couple in bed together you are watching pornography.    Her teaching has become a rule at our house.   Whenever a program turns toward a bedroom scene, we turn it off.    We do not need those images replaying in our minds.   
	Thirdly, if we accidentally come on a program with a sexually explicit topic, unnecessarily crude language or any reference to homosexuality, the program is immediately turned off.   This is the power that will help you keep your mind pure:  You have the right to stop watching or listening to entertainment that does not follow the guidelines of Philippians 4:8.   
As you stop filling your mind with these images and messages, you will stop being influenced by the world’s thinking.   Your conscience will stop being desensitized to accept sin and start becoming sensitive to the conviction of the Holy Spirit.   Most importantly, you will stop measuring your image of yourself as a single man by the standards of the world.   This will help you to conform to God’s standard of purity for His sons.  
2.	We need to exhibit purity in our speech. 
	This is another area where our changing culture has affected our behavior.   In modern times, it’s become a badge of honor for men to speak in an unseemly manner.   In all forms of entertainment, men are seen laughing and telling dirty jokes, swearing, and speaking in a very vulgar manner.   However, these things are unacceptable for the Christian man.  
Ephesians 5:3-8 says “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.”
	If we are going to be sons of the King who live by Kingdom principles, we need to conform our speech to these standards.     I know that this can be difficult at times, mainly because this type of sinful behavior has become acceptable in the church.   Unfortunately, many have adopted the attitude that it’s okay to tell an off-color joke or speak in a vulgar manner—especially if you’re not in mixed company.   I’ve been in this situation many times when a group of Christian men were sitting around talking like sailors on shore leave.   
	For instance, how many of us have been with a group of Christian men when someone in the group decides to talk openly about their sexual experiences?    Have you ever been with someone who saw a movie or television show that you knew was too racy, yet you allowed them to tell you about it?   
I was in Bible College the first time I experienced this type of male conversation.   Honestly, I was shocked!   One by one, men who had experiences were sharing every detail of their past encounters with anyone who would listen.   With vivid images, they were bragging about their sexual history before they became Christians.   
	It wasn’t long until I realized that this was a common practice among Christian men.     However, it doesn’t matter how common or accepted this type of conversation seems; according to Biblical standards it is wrong.    In the first place, those who are telling the story are bragging about sins they are supposed to be sorry they committed.     Reliving the experience over and over again through the art of storytelling isn’t a sign of repentance or regret.   Rather, it is a signal that they need to continue working on the areas of their mind and soul that still deal with impure issues. 
	On the other hand, those who choose to listen to the stories are just as guilty.   Honestly, what is the difference between listening to someone tell of their sexual encounters and watching a couple have sex on television?   In both cases, you are filling your mind with sexual images and ignoring Paul’s command in Philippians 4:8.  
I understand that it’s difficult to be the one who says, “I can’t participate in this type of conversation because it’s sin.”   However, this is exactly what Christian men need to do.   We need to stand up for right and stop participating in impure conversations.    We need to choose to obey the Bible which says in Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”   
The truth is that how we speak defines our identity.   If we want to be recognized as Christian men and sons of God, our speech needs to reflect His image.    Our conversation should fit the description in Colossians 4:6.   “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”	
3.	We need to act different from the world	
2 Corinthians 6:17 speaks to believers and says, “Therefore, ‘Come out from them and be separate,’ says the Lord”.    In a world that is dominated by sexual promiscuity and impure living, the Christian single needs to obey this call and separate ourselves from the culture.   As followers of Christ, our lifestyle of purity should set us apart as different from the world around us.   It should be our defining characteristic.    Because of the way we live our lives, speak to others, and choose to present ourselves people should be able to identify us as God’s sons following His kingdom principles.    
Recently, I read a newspaper article about the quarterback of MY Denver Broncos, Tim Tebow.  The reporter asked him the question, “Do you plan to save yourself for marriage?”   Tim said, “Yes.”  However, it was the next line in the article that stayed with me.   The reporter wrote, “I’d have been surprised if he’d given any other answer.  We all know he’s a Christian and I completely expected him to live by his beliefs.”
	Could the same be said about you?   
	If you were hanging drywall with your friend, would he ask you about your sex life or would he know that you’re waiting for marriage? 
	  Do your co-workers expect you to be participating in the same entertainment as they do or are they aware of your commitment to purity?   
	 Do the off-color conversations become hushed when you’re around because people know you’re a Christian or do you laugh along with a dirty joke?   
	 What is your reputation?  
	 At the end of the day are you living up to your calling as a son of the King who follows the rules of His Kingdom?    
	We need to stop and think about these things.  Are we presenting light to a dark world in how we act in our relationships and sex life’s?  The Single-minded man needs to take whatever steps necessary to ensure he follows God’s Principles when it comes to sex.  If you are living outside the realm of God’s rules, repent and begin living differently.  We need to commit our selves to a life of purity.  Only then can we become the single man God wants us to be.
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