	“The Single-minded Man” is a new series of articles designed especially for single men.  I wanted to start this series because I feel there is a great need for single men to learn how to live as a godly man.  Most teaching for men is geared towards the married man with a wife and kids.  As a single man myself, I find their information valuable as I look forward to the day when I will be married to the special women God has for me.  However, it would be nice to read something to help a single man know how to live until that time.  Very little is written to help men during this period in their lives.   This is sad, because this is one of the most dangerous times in a man’s life.	
	Daily, single men are bombarded by the world’s view of a “real man”.  According to the world, single men should be focusing on their career and making their fortune.  They are encouraged to spend their off time partying while sleeping around with a different woman every night.   They teach men to shred responsibility, live for the moment, and use women to satisfy their every desire.  This is so anti-God.  The world basically looks at a single man as man without any commitments.  However, this is not true.  Single men are committed to God and need to live their lives with this in mind.  That is why we are going to study how God wants single men to live.  We are going to do this by studying a man named Boaz.
	Boaz’s story is seen throughout the book of Ruth.  Boaz lived in the period of Israel’s history known as “The Judges”.  This was the time just after Israel took possession of their Promised Land.  
	This was not Israel’s greatest moment in history.  Joshua, their righteous leader, had just died.     The people of Israel decided to serve the gods of the Caananites instead of following the One True God, the God Who had freed them from their slavery in Egypt, the same God who had kept them safe as they passed through the desert.  He was the God who constantly forgave their rebellion and showed them kindness and mercy.  They abandoned their God and followed the sinful and evil ways of their neighbors’. 
 As a result, God was forced to send enemies against them to get them to turn back to Him.  This would work for awhile, but then the people went back to following the example of the people living around them.  They partied the way the Canaanites partied.  They had inappropriate sexual relationships just like their neighbors did.  They were dishonest in their business dealings.  They stopped trying to live for God and just did what they saw around them.  The Bible says “everyone did what was right in their own eyes.”  As a result, they experienced separation from God.  
Boaz lived in this period of time.  However, he chose to live differently.  He lived for God.
	The fascinating thing about Boaz is that he made his choice of his own free will.  Boaz was a single man.  He was probably in his 30’s or 40’s.  He didn’t live differently and follow God because his wife made him.  He didn’t do it because he learned it in a marriage book out of an attempt to be a great father and husband (not that this is a bad thing).  He did it because he loved God and wanted to follow Him wholeheartedly.  In a time very similar to ours, where single men were partying heavy and running to the next great thrill, Boaz chose to stand up for God and live a life that would please Him.  
Over the next few months, we will be doing an in depth study of Boaz’s life and how he thrived and functioned until God sent Him a wife.   However, I want us to see in this article that it is possible for us to live as single, godly men.  Boaz’s life demonstrates to us that no matter what other people around us say or do, we can live differently.  We can live a life devoted to God and following His will. 
	We can live committed to God as a single man.  We can thrive as businessmen or students while we wait for God to bring our wives into our lives.  We can develop a good reputation among others.  Boaz did, and so can we.  
	Singleness is not a curse….it is just a stage in life.   Boaz managed to live and thrive as a single man.  He was a successful businessman, a man of character and integrity, a man who respected women, and a devoted follower of God.  His life is a perfect model of how to follow God as a single-minded man.  We can do the same.  I hope you will join me each month as we examine Boaz’s life and the lessons he demonstrates for us.  
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