Solomon—Compromise
	I knew it was wrong but I did it anyway.  A friend and I went golfing together.  Because we were in college at the time, neither of us could afford to play an entire 18 holes.  Instead, we payed for nine.  After the front nine was complete, we were tied.  My friend suggested that we play another hole to determine a winner.  I knew we had only payed for nine and to go on was dishonest.  However, I went along with him and started the tenth hole.
	Then we got caught!  The club pro noticed that we kept playing.  He got in a cart and chased us down and demanded we leave immediately.  Because I compromised and did what I knew was wrong, we were embarrassed and forced to leave.  Worse than that, we gave the club pro a terrible impression of the students at our college.  We were horrible witnesses for Jesus on that day.  It was made worse by the fact that I knew it was wrong, but I compromised and went along with it anyway.
	By definition, compromise means to accept standards that are lower than is desirable.  It is a shameful or dishonorable concession, i.e. to compromise one’s principles.  Basically, it means to do something that is against our convictions.  Compromise slowly allows sin into our walk with God.  This sin weakens the relationship.	
	Compromise is a touchy subject to address; however, we must look at it and face it.  Compromising our beliefs is one of the easiest, yet most dangerous things to do.  It can affect our relationship with God in a greater way than any of the “big” sins.  We need to study this topic so we can see the danger compromise poses to us as men seeking to grow and mature spiritually.  We will examine the life of Solomon, one of the greatest kings in history.  As we do, we will see how a few compromises ended up costing Solomon his throne.
	Solomon became the king of Israel when his father David was no longer physically able to do the job.  Solomon came to power with a mandate to build a temple for the Lord.  It was David’s lifelong dream to build the temple, but the honor went to his son.  It was a daunting task that faced Solomon, but he responded like a true, godly man.  He sought God’s face and asked Him for the wisdom necessary to complete the task.	God was pleased with Solomon’s request.  He granted Him not only wisdom, but power wealth, and a promise that his descendants would always sit on the throne of Israel as long as Solomon obeyed Him.  
9:4﻿ Now if you ﻿ ﻿walk before Me ﻿as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you ﻿ ﻿keep My statutes and My judgments, ﻿5﻿ then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, ﻿ ﻿as I promised David your father, saying, ‘﻿You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.﻿’ ﻿
	This was a tremendous promise from God.  However, the Promise had an alternative.
But if you or your sons at all ﻿﻿turn from following Me, and do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, ﻿7﻿ ﻿then I will ﻿﻿cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated ﻿ ﻿for My name I will cast out of My sight. ﻿Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. ﻿8﻿ And as for ﻿ ﻿this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and say, ﻿ ﻿‘﻿Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?﻿’ ﻿9﻿ Then they will answer, ‘﻿Because they forsook the Lord their God, Who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore the Lord has brought all this ﻿ ﻿calamity on them.﻿’ ﻿”
	God required obedience of Solomon.  If he obeyed, he would be successful.  However, disobedience would mean loss of God’s blessing.  It appears that Solomon took this warning seriously; for we read that he served God wholeheartedly for the early part of his life.  As a result, He experienced God’s blessings.
﻿10:23﻿ So ﻿King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.﻿24﻿ Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.  ﻿27﻿ ﻿ ﻿The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.
	Solomon experienced the blessings of God in a greater way than any man in history.  He enjoyed wisdom above anyone else, great riches, and peace from all his enemies.  Solomon was in the lap of luxury.  However, it didn’t last.  Solomon fell into a trap that we all face.  He began to make compromises.  They were little at first, but they ended up costing him dearly.
	Solomon’s compromise began in the form of a peace treaty.  He made a deal with the King of Egypt.  He would marry the king’s daughter in exchange for peace and trade agreements.  While this seems like no big deal, it was expressly forbidden by God.   
	This was the first act that led Solomon into deeper sin.  His Egyptian wife was not a follower of God, so Solomon built her a place of her own away from the Temple.  Again, it seemed like a small act.  Marry a foreign leader’s daughter, and live at peace.  However, it was a big deal.  It opened up the leader of Israel to the pagan influences of other god’s.
  11:1   But ﻿ ﻿King Solomon loved ﻿ ﻿many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— ﻿2﻿ from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, ﻿ ﻿“﻿You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.﻿” Solomon clung to these in love. ﻿
	Solomon made lots of these marriage treaties.  He knew it was disobedience against God, but the one marriage didn’t seem to affect his reign too much.  If it worked once, why not do it again?  The more Solomon compromised with these wives, the easier it got.  Eventually, it got out of control.
3﻿ And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. ﻿4﻿ For it was so, when Solomon was old, ﻿ ﻿that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his ﻿ ﻿heart was not ﻿﻿loyal to the Lord his God, ﻿ ﻿as was the heart of his father David. ﻿5﻿ For Solomon went after ﻿ ﻿Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after ﻿ ﻿Milcom ﻿﻿the abomination of the ﻿Ammonites. ﻿6﻿ Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David.
	These little acts of compromise caused Solomon to stop following God wholeheartedly.  He didn’t serve Him in the way God had commanded him.  He began to worship other gods as well.  However, his compromise still didn’t end here.
7﻿ ﻿Then Solomon built a ﻿﻿high place for ﻿ ﻿Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on ﻿ ﻿the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. ﻿8﻿ And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
	Solomon, the builder of God’s holy temple, had compromised himself so much that he began building temples for his wives gods.  He had obtained the ultimate blessing of God on his life after he built the Holy Temple, but his new building projects would take these blessings away.
9﻿ So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, ﻿ ﻿who had appeared to him twice, ﻿10﻿ and ﻿ ﻿had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded. ﻿11﻿ Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “﻿Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, ﻿ ﻿I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your ﻿ ﻿servant.
	Solomon began his reign walking in complete obedience to God.  He enjoyed wealth, peace, and the blessing of God.  However, compromising what he knew was right ended up costing him everything God had given him.  Ironically, it came directly from the area he had sought to avoid through his compromise.  Solomon used intermarriage with the pagan leader’s daughters to try and achieve peace.  It ended up being the one thing God used to punish him, for we read that God raised up enemies to torment Solomon for the rest of his days as king.  He compromised to receive peace, but all he ended up with was war, sorrow, and loss of God’s blessing.  
	Solomon’s life demonstrates a lesson we all need to learn.  Compromising may gain us what we want in the short term, but in the long term it leads us down a path of loss, sin, heartbreak, and eventually separation from God.  Each time we compromise a little, it makes it easier to do it again.  Solomon started out as a man wholly devoted to God.  However he compromised his beliefs slightly to get what he wanted.  He didn’t stop serving God, but he wasn’t as vigorous as he had been.  Slowly, he left other things creep in until he had gone so far as serving other gods and building them temples.  
	Compromise is devastating to our walk with God.  The main reason for this is because it goes side by side with our relationship with God.  We don’t see the damage because we are still serving God.  The compromise lulls us into complacency.  Slowly, we lose our zeal and desire to serve God completely.  It happens so gradually that we don’t see the how it is destroying us until it is too late.
	Compromise is an issue that we all face.  The Christian community is faced with more areas to compromise than ever before.  We are tempted to compromise politically, morally, and spiritually.  People use the words of Paul which say we have freedom in Christ to do whatever they want.  They totally ignore Paul’s command not to use his words as an excuse to sin.  We get as close to the line as we can.  However, this is dangerous.  Each time we compromise, the line moves a little bit.  Eventually, we are so far over the line that we can’t even see it anymore.  Our relationship with God gets lost, and we don’t even realize it.
	I know that there was a time in my life when compromise damaged my spiritual life.  I grew up with a strong, godly mother who instilled godly convictions and beliefs into my life.  She taught me the importance of prayer, Bible reading, and standing for what I believed.  While there were times I struggled with rebellion and disobedience, for the most part I stood for what I believed.
	When I graduated from high school, I enrolled in Bible College.  Because of the abuse in my past as well as the many physical problems I faced throughout my life, I struggled with feeling like “a real man”.  I didn’t feel I was as good as the other guys.  In my own eyes, I didn’t measure up to them.   In order to fit in, I began setting aside my convictions and compromising to be one of the guys.
	It started with little things like the style of clothes I wore.  I started wearing more popular but less flattering styles.  I changed my hairstyle to be like everyone else.   Then I changed my style of music.  I stopped listening to groups I loved and started listening to groups I didn’t really enjoy just to fit in.  Next came tv viewing.  Before college, I watched old, classic shows.  The other guys preferred newer, more action packed shows or reality tv.  I wasn’t comfortable with some of the content of these shows, but to fit, in I watched them.
	I changed my eating habits, sleeping patterns, and study habits in order to be one of the guys.  Eventually, video games and naps become more important that time spent in the Bible.  I justified my compromise by telling myself I was still okay with God.  I used the Bible for classes, why did I have to read it in devotions?  I stopped going to church.  I justified this by telling myself that I went to required chapel services every day.  God wouldn’t mind if I skipped church and caught up on much needed sleep before watching football with the guys.  Slowly, my compromises chipped away at who I was as a person and a Christian until they made me into a person I neither knew nor liked.
	Thankfully, God put an end to my compromising.  He pointed it out and made me face it and deal with it.  I had to repent of all the ways I had compromised.  I had to face how it started and the issues that caused me to begin changing myself.  I began to realize how slowly it occurred.  I repented, went through deliverance for the ground I gave over through the compromise, and started again with God.  This is the good news about compromise:  at any time we can stop doing it.  We can face it, turn around, and begin to live wholeheartedly before God.  How do I know this?  Solomon tells us so.
	At the end of Solomon’s life, he realized how much compromised had cost him.  In the book of Ecclesiastes, he discusses all the ways he had compromised his relationship with God.  After each example, he tells us that it was all useless.  It had come at too high of a price.  He concludes the book by telling us what He learned from his years of compromise.
﻿13﻿ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:   Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.14 For ﻿ ﻿God will bring every work into judgment,  Including every secret thing, whether good or evil.
	Solomon’s life of compromise taught him that it wasn’t worth it.  The only thing that would bring about good results to our lives is to fear God, follow Him and obey His commands.  This, not compromise, is the only way to grow into a mature godly man.  It alone allows us to experience the Promises of God in our lives.
	Are there areas of compromise that have crept into your life?  I urge you to take this article seriously.  Learn from Solomon’s example that the cost of compromise is too great.  It is not worth it.  We must daily examine ourselves to make sure compromise hasn’t reared its ugly head in our lives.  We must face any areas head on, repent of them, and make changes to follow God wholeheartedly.  By doing this, we can become all that God wants us to be.  We must begin today.
Dear Heavenly Father,  Please forgive me for any time I have allowed compromise and sin to interfere with my relationship with You.  Please point out any and all areas of compromise.  Show me when they started and what caused them so that I can face them, deal with them, and destroy them completely.  I no longer want any areas of compromise to affect my relationship with you.  In Jesus name, Amen
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