STEWARDSHIP
Genesis 1:1   In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:3-31 This detailed account tells us God created and made everything including man.   Then He gave man stewardship over His creation.   
	Psalm 50:10-12 God is speaking, “For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.   I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine.   If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine and all that is in it.”   
		Stewardship is the next part of money management.   A steward is a person who manages another’s property or financial affairs.   To manage means to direct or control the use of. We manage and control God’s money and God’s possessions that He allows us to have here on earth.   
	Luke 19:11-27   This parable is called “The King’s Ten Servants”.    Jesus is talking about Himself and telling us how to be stewards.   I’m going to take a different route on this Scripture because I want us to realize Jesus is Lord and we are His servants and stewards.  
	Jesus makes it clear He is the owner of everything.   We work for Him using the talents and gifts He gives us.   As born again Christians, we must look at our lives with Jesus Christ as being in the military.   The U.S.military lives in their own world.   It is like a country inside a country.   Everything is provided for them and they take orders from the commander.  
	Jesus is our Commander.   We live in His Kingdom.   He provides for us.   It is our responsibility to follow and obey His commands. Stewardship is part of His Kingdom.     
	
	The first part of Stewardship is training our minds to believe our lives belong to God.      We are His children, living in His kingdom.   He allows us to possess money and things.   We then are stewards over them.  
          Romans 12:2   Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.   Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is–His good, pleasing and perfect will. 
	We are told in Romans 12:2 not to think or act like the world.   We must allow the Holy Spirit to 
1.	Renew our minds about the way we think about money and possessions
2.	Reeducate us about how we see money and possessions in accordance with God’s thinking.  
3.	Redirect our thought patterns from thinking like the world to thinking like God. 
	How do you see money?    Is it yours?   Did you work hard to earn it and think you have the right to spend it on what you want?   Is your attitude: “I tithe and the rest is mine.”?   
Then you need the Holy Spirit to renew, reeducate and redirect your thinking to the way God thinks.  
	Romans 12:2 is a new way of thinking.   Yes, the 10% tithe goes to God, but the whole paycheck is His.    We must train our brains or thinking to “What I have is God’s and I must pray about how to use the money He allows me to earn.   I must ask Him what I should buy, and how I should spend His money.”   It takes practice to retrain our thinking.   
	Let’s move on to our possessions. In Luke 16:2 Jesus told His disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions.  So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you?  Give an account of your management because you cannot be manager any longer.’”  These are tough words coming from Jesus, but necessary so we take stewardship as seriously as He does.  
	So let’s answer a few questions.  How do you spend God’s money concerning your house? Do you keep up with repairs?   Are you keeping it in running shape?   Or are you spending God’s money on pleasure first?   After we paid off our debt, God required us to follow Him in restoring our run down home.   It became run down because of mismanagement of money  and using money for personal pleasures instead of fixing the house.  I am strict in taking care of what God gives me.  It came from my background.  My mother was an immigrant and prized her belongings by taking very good care of them.  It came natural to me to be grateful and do the same.   My husband had just the opposite upbringing.  His family put pleasures before responsibilities.  So it was always a matter of contention in our marriage.  I always tried to keep up with the house, so  I was shocked when God began pointing out window replacement, roof problems, plumbing replacement and on and on.   I thought I was being a good steward, but not good enough.   God showed me He considered the whole house to be His and it needed repaired.   It was our responsibility to stop playing and using money wrongfully and take care of the house.   
	   God is also concerned “if” we do it right or haphazardly.   He wants the best for us so He expects us to do the work right.    Our homes are what God provides for us to live in here on earth.   I live in His Kingdom, He owns my house.   I live in it and take the responsibility of stewardship over it.     POINT: God does not promise to cover the cost of every unwise commitment we make.   For example, my husband put money for pleasures first.   Then cheap decisions and choices were made on home repairs which ended up being done haphazardly.     We had to keep working on the house until God approved of it and was satisfied with the quality of workmanship.   
LET’S LOOK AT SOME REASONS WHY WE ARE NOT GOOD STEWARDS AND WHY WE DON’T TAKE STEWARDSHIP SERIOUSLY.
1.  	We don’t understand stewardship of our possessions and money to be God’s will and part of His Kingdom.
2.  	We are immature and lazy.  Proverbs l8:9 and Galatians 6:9
3.  	We are too busy chasing fantasies in life.  Proverbs 12:11; 21:17
4.  	We put earthly pleasures first our lives. 
5.  	We don’t want to change the way we think.  EPHESIANS 4:22-24 YOU WERE TAUGHT WITH REGARD TO YOUR FORMER WAY OF LIFE TO PUT OFF YOUR OLD SELF WHICH IS BEING CORRUPTED BY IT’S DECEITFUL DESIRES; TO BE MADE NEW IN THE ATTITUDE OF YOUR MINDS AND TO PUT ON THE NEW SELF CREATED TO BE LIKE GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS.
6.  	We’re too busy serving the desires of the flesh and trying to make it happy.
7.  	Debt would  not be an issue.  We  would view debt  as God views it.   Romans 13:8
8.  	Budgets would become a way of our life.
9. 	We would be practicing self-control over our appetite for money and possessions.

WHAT ARE SOME CONSEQUENCES INVOLVED IN STEWARDSHIP?
1.  	God will either count us as good and faithful  stewards or unfaithful and unwise stewards.  Luke 12:35-48

2.  	We will stand before God and give an account of our stewardship over God’s possessions and money.  Romans 14:11-12   He will hold us responsible and not accept our excuses.   
3. 	 Our eternal future is determined by how good a job we do here on earth.  Luke 12:35-48
	If we are faithful here on earth with what He gives us, He will reward us for being faithful and   will entrust us with more.    We must accept stewardship in God’s Kingdom as everything we have belongs to God and it is our job to take care of it for HIM.     It is our responsibility. 	
WHAT EXACTLY AM I A STEWARD OVER?
1.  	Your relationship with God.  Hebrews 2:3 and Phil. 2:12
2.  	Your marriage, children and family life.   For those of us who are in bad marriages, we can practice stewardship because we love Jesus Christ.   It is not our responsibility if our partner chooses not to obey God.   You obey the Holy Spirit and do what He requires and let the rest to God.  
3.  	Your job and the money you earn from doing that job.  God holds us responsible as to how well we do our job.  If we do it right; if we do it well and to the best of our abilities.  Ecclesiastes 9:10
4.  	The money you earn and how you spend it.
5.  	Your house, how you take care of it.  Do you keep it clean?  Do you keep it repaired?  Do you buy quality furniture that will last longer?   Ecclesiastes 10:18
6.  	Your cars.  Is the oil changed regularly?  Do you replace the tires when needed?  Do you keep up with repairs or are you running it to the ground?
7.  	Your lawn.  Do you keep your lawn equipment in good, running order?  Do you fertilize the lawn?  Do you take care of your plants?
8.  	Your time.  What do you do with your time?  Is it your time or God’s time?  How do you spend it?  Do you put you first or God?  Pleasure or stewardship? 
9.  	Your Budget.  Do you have a budget?   This is only way you can keep an accounting of God’s money.  A budget shows you what bills need paid and you have a record of how the money is being spent.   Some consider a budget  time consuming and annoying. This is not God’s opinion.  
10. 	Balancing a checkbook is being a good steward.   Do you take the necessary time to balance your checkbook?  If not, how will you know how to use God’s money correctly?    
11.  	Reevaluating our budgets from time to time is necessary and shows good stewardship.
	We needed to find more money in our budget so we prayed and asked God what we could change.  Under consideration is changing our television provider.  This would save considerable money.  We already switched our car and house insurance to a new company after being with the old one 35 years.  This helped us save hundreds.  We are still asking and seeking His wisdom and advise.	
	Do you pray about your budget and money?   Do you ask God how to spend the money?   Do you seek His advice?   Ephesians 5:10  Do you submit your will to His will about money, what you do with it, how to spend it?   
	Abundant excuses are made to excuse bad habits and behavior.   Proverbs 22:13   
You become a slave to money.    Proverbs 12:24   You work for it.   It gets out of your control and then you are out of God’s will.  
Not being a steward over God’s money is wasting good resources; thus having troubles all through life.   Proverbs 24:30-34
Stewardship is hard work.  Proverbs 14:23    It takes time,  planning, and organizing.   
Stewardship teaches us to prize our possessions and take care of them.  Proverbs 12:27   	  
Proverbs 27:23-27 This Scripture teaches us it is our responsibility to know the condition of our flocks.
	We must recognize Stewardship as God’s will and way for living in His Kingdom.   We must learn how to be a steward.    We should  submit our will to God’s will and what He wants us to do with His money and possessions.    It becomes a new way of living.    It is living in God’s kingdom, keeping His rules, doing His will and living His way.   This is life in the army of Jesus Christ.  		
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