	One of my favorite tv shows is Wipeout.  I find this show absolutely hilarious!  A week never goes by that I don’t sit and roar over the crazy things people say and do as they work their way through one of the craziest obstacle courses you will ever see.  Each episode is unique as the hosts find nicknames and odd antidotes for each of the contestants.
	A few weeks ago, I saw an older rerun episode of Wipeout.   One of the contestants on this episode was a female gym teacher.  She had a motto for life which she instilled into her children…Never Give Up, Never Surrender!  NGUNS ( the nickname they gave her) would yell this motto at EVERY obstacle she faced.  By the end of the show, the other contestants were shouting it with her!
	What a great motto to live by!  Never give up, never surrender!  It is applicable to almost every situation in life.  It can even be applied to your spiritual life as a motto to persevere against the trials and traps of the enemy.  However, the more I thought about it, the more I realized that there is one area of the Christian life this motto is not applicable.  When it comes to finding God’s will and obeying Him, this attitude would be deadly!
	The never give up part is good…we should never give up our endeavor to follow God and obediently do His will.  It is the surrender part we need to work on.  A much better slogan would be Never Give Up, ALWAYS Surrender To God!
	The number one motto for a man of God needs to be a life surrendered to God and doing His will.   We need to give God complete control of our lives and do exactly what He wants, even when it doesn’t make sense.  We don’t need to understand it, we just have to do it!	
	Exercising Surrender is one of the hardest things for men to do.  Men are born with a fight mentality.  We want to win, to conquer, and to prevail.  Surrendering isn’t natural to us.  This is why we need to build spiritual muscle to surrender.  It has to be part of our lives.  
	God requires His men to be completely surrendered to Him.  This includes our hopes, dreams, ambitions, everything.  We can’t hold onto anything in our lives.  Everything needs to be in God’s control.  Why?
	Because God knows what is best for us.  He knows what path He wants us to take, what challenges will cause us to grow, and what areas we need to improve.  He knows what you need better than you do, and He knows how to set things up in your life and the lives of those around you.   Let me give you an example to show you what I mean.
	I know a man whose hearts desire was to serve God.  This man committed himself to being a minister.  He went through Bible College, and thought he knew exactly how his life was going to go.  However, God had different plans.  Thankfully, the man was surrendered to God and followed God’s plan.   
	Then this man began to make plans in his head.  He would take over a certain area of ministry at his church and do what he knew best and felt most comfortable doing.  Then He figured God would extend his outreach to other churches, eventually becoming a men’s evangelist.  He had it all mapped out in his head.   However, he didn’t ask God.
	God had other plans.  No matter how hard this man strived for his goals, the doors slammed shut in his face.  Other areas of ministry opened up, and he gladly accepted them, but he caught himself thinking from time to time that he was capable of so much more.  But he was faithful to them and did them, waiting for the day his big break came.  Then a men’s ministry position opened up somewhere, and when he heard about it he was sure this was what God had been preparing him for.  It was what he knew and where he was comfortable.  
	Later, he heard that the position was given to another person.  The man was very disappointed.  Then almost immediately, another opportunity came his way.  This opportunity was a dream this man had held onto many years ago, but had given over to God and had really forgotten about.  Now it was before him, but it terrified the man.  He wasn’t sure he could do it.  He felt inadequate and unprepared.  Still, he knew it was God’s will, so he took it.
	One day during his prayer time, he told God he didn’t really understand what God was doing.  Why did God put him on this path he was unprepared for, was scared to death of, and had no comfort level in doing when there was a position available where he felt complete comfort and ease?  Had God messed up?
	Then it dawned on the man.  God didn’t give a flying fig about his comfort or ability.  He didn’t want the man to do something that was easy for him.  He wanted him to struggle, to grow, to persevere.  He wanted the man to take on a new challenge, a challenge he was unprepared for.  You see, the man would have to rely completely on God to help him do it.  He could have done the job he wanted in his own power and done it well, but God would have received no glory, the man wouldn’t have learned to rely on God and trust God to work through him.   
	Not only that, but it would have prevented growth in the man who took over the first position.  God had a call on him, and he would experience his own growth and stretching as he learned to rely on God to work through him.   If my friend hadn’t had an attitude of surrender to God, he would have missed God’s perfect will for him, the other leader, and the people each would reach.  But because He surrendered to God and was willing to allow God to stretch him, he was able to fall into the place God had for him.  
	God’s goal in our lives is not to make us comfortable.  It is to grow us and stretch us.  We need to have an attitude of Surrender to God so He can have the freedom to accomplish His will in both our lives and the lives of those around us.  We need to have the attitude that we will never give up in our pursuit of God’s will and always be willing to surrender to His will when we find it.
	We need to make a conscious decision every day to surrender our will to God.  Daily, we should tell God to lead us in His perfect path.  We must constantly choose to obey God’s will even when it doesn’t seem logical or make sense.  God always knows what He is doing, and even if we don’t understand Him, we must obey Him.  So no matter where you are in life or what you are going through, you need to build spiritual muscle through surrender.  Live a life surrendered to God, and keep a pure heart before Him.  Let God and everyone know that when it comes to obedience and God’s will, your attitude is “Never Give Up, Always Surrender!”
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