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	Imagine the following situation.   You enter the grocery store and learn you are the 1,000,000th customer.  You win an all expense paid trip to a resort in Pakistan.  You immediately leave for your surprise vacation.
	While there, you hear that Osoma Bin Laden has vowed to destroy all Christians.   Here you are, a Christian in his backyard, and he is vowing to kill people like you.  You immediately fall on your knees and pray, asking God to protect and guide you.  Suddenly, your prayer is interrupted by the voice of God.
	God says, “I want you to go to the mountains and enter the third cave on your right.  Osama Bin Laden is inside.  I told him you’re coming.  He’s waiting for you.”
	Here you are, the type of person Bin Laden wants to kill.  He has killed in the past and has promised to do it in the future.  However, you also know the voice of God and what He is telling you to do.  My question to you is this: Would you do it?
	In this article, we will see the proper response for a godly man.  To do this, we will meet a man who faced a similar situation to the one just described.  
	In the book of Acts, we read that Saul, a Pharisee and devout Jew, was full of rage at the Christians.  He felt the Christians were destroying the Jewish religious system.  Saul started violently attacking the church.    He literally became a terrorist, declaring jihad against Christians.  He would travel 100’s of miles to capture and torture any Christians he could find.  Once in Saul’s hands, Christians were forced to deny Christ or die.
	  However, God had other plans.  Jesus confronted Saul of his sin. He showed Saul that he was really persecuting Him.   When Saul asked what he was to do, Jesus commanded him to enter the town of Damascus and wait for instructions.   Saul was left blind!  The great terrorist was forced to rely on his thugs to help him into the city.  
	Can you imagine the terror the Christians in Damascus must have felt?  They didn’t know Saul was converted.  They only knew the terrorist mastermind had arrived.  At any moment, Saul and his thugs could burst through the door and arrest them all.  One of these Christians was Ananias. 	
		10…the Lord said in a vision,  “Ananias.”  And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 So the Lord said to him,  “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.”
	Can you believe this?  God wants Ananias to visit the man who came to terrorize Christians.  As a leader in the Damascus church, Ananias would be first on Saul’s hit list. God is ordering him to put his neck into Saul’s noose.  I don’t know about you, but I would have wanted a little more information from God.  This is exactly how Ananias felt.
13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.
	Let’s not take this too lightly.  We know Saul has been converted.   Ananias didn’t.   He knew Saul as a murderer, not a blind man.  However, he also knew God’s voice.  As a servant of God, he had no choice but to obey.    Still, He thought he better make sure it was really God’s voice.  Let’s see how God felt about Ananias’ words.
15 But the Lord said to him,  “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
	Don’t you love that!  I see no anger from God.  He didn’t correct Ananias or put him down for double-checking.  Instead, we see a God who understood Ananias’ human nature and simply reiterated the command.  However, this time He explained His unbelievable request.  God had a plan for Saul.  He would use Saul mightily in His kingdom.  Ananias was given the honor of leading the master terrorist into a new life dedicated to following the Christ he had formerly meant to destroy.  The final decision, however, was in Ananias’ hands.  
	I don’t want to imply that if Ananias refused to do as God commanded, Saul would not be converted.  I am sure God would have found someone else to do it.  However, I believe that before He asked Ananias, God already knew that Ananias would go.  He knew Ananias was a man who would submit to Him.   
	Ananias knew that He served God, not the other way around.  If we were to re-examine the above verses, we would see that Ananias constantly referred to God as Lord.  God was his master.  A godly man gives his allegiance to God, obeys His commands, and follows His leadership.  
	Ananias knew he had to do whatever his master ordered.  Long ago, he submitted his will to God’s will.  He no longer lived according to what he wanted.  Instead, he sought God’s will.   
	Submission to God’s will is the true sign of a godly man.  God knew Ananias would do what He asked.   Ananias understood that God was his Master and had the right to ask him to do whatever He wants whenever He wanted.
	One way to think about this is to examine the military.   The military hinges on ranks and submitting to those above you.  A private can’t back-mouth a sergeant, yet this same sergeant can’t back-mouth his general.  When a soldier receives his orders, he isn’t given an option whether he wants to do it or not.  You do it!  You may get to ask a question, but ultimately you do as you’re told.  
	The Christian life is like the military.  God is the 4-star general.  When He gives the orders, we have no choice but to obey.  He may allow us to ask questions, but in the end we have no choice but to do what God says.   Not doing what God asks is disobedience and sin.  This causes separation between us and God.   
	This is not as hard as it sounds.  You will learn to submit your will to God.  At first it will be hard.  Our sinful nature doesn’t like to be told what to do.  We have a rebellious streak a mile wide.  However, the more we intentionally submit our will and desires to God’s will, the easier it gets.  Eventually, we reach the point where it will feel unnatural to disobey God.  
	The concept of submitting my will to God’s will has been an ongoing struggle for me.   I am a strong-willed man by nature. However, this is not a character trait that is beneficial to my Christian walk.  Many times God has forced me to learn to submit to His will.   There have been times that God has allowed my body to be injured in order to get me to bend my will to His will.  Eventually I learned that His way is the best, and that true happiness is only available when I bend to what He wants.  As I submitted more and more, it became easier.  Now I have come to the place where I seek God’s will on everything, even small things like what clothing style He wants me to wear.  I have learned that God’s way is always better than mine, so I want to do what He wants.
	Trust me, the more you do God’s will, the easier it gets.  This is because our love for God grows.  As we submit our wills to His, we learn that His will is best for us.   We will love Him more and want to submit to Him.    Submission shows we love God and want to keep His commandments (John 14:15).   
	Ananias submitted his will to God’s and went to see Saul.  Notice he totally submitted.  He didn’t write Saul a letter.  He didn’t send a messenger or a singing telegram.  He personally left the safety of his home and threw himself into the lion’s den.  He did this because God told him to do it.  Because he loved God, he willing submitted his will and did what God commanded.
		Ananias’ act of submission made a huge impact on Saul.  Here is Saul’s description of what happened.
Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. 15 For you will be His witness to all men of  what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
	Ananias boldly told this murderer of evangelists that God would make him one of the greatest evangelists ever.   He commanded Saul to get up and be baptized!  Only a man who was fully submitted to God would be so obedient.  He did exactly what God asked.  And you know what?  God rewarded him.
	Ananias’ obedience to God’s will led to Saul’s conversion.  As a result, Saul became the Apostle Paul.  He went on at least 4 missionary journeys, leading many to Christ.  These people led more to Christ, and on and on it goes.  Paul wrote 13 epistles, one shy of half the entire New Testament.  How many lives have been converted by reading the words of Paul throughout the years?  Because Ananias submitted to God’s will, he will share in the rewards of the souls that were saved through Paul’s ministry.
	What about you?  Are you balking at the idea of submitting to God?  I challenge you to begin submitting your will to God’s will.  Who knows what great accomplishments for God’s kingdom are tied up in the one thing that God is asking us to do?  Like Ananias, we need to decide whether we are going to submit to God’s will or not.  It is as basic as that.  It involves one step...when God gives the orders, OBEY!  This was what characterized the life of Ananias.  It is a mark of a godly man.  The choice is up to you.
	Father, I want to be a man who is completely submitted to you and your will.  Please forgive me for every time I have not submitted to You.   I understand that I am a man whose natural inclination is to not submit to anyone; however, of my own free will, I choose today to begin to submit my will to You.  Please give me the courage and the strength to do whatever you may ask.  Give me an obedient and a submissive heart.  As an act of my will, I choose to submit to You and Your will.  I want to be used by You, and I want to hold nothing back.  Thank you Father for loving me.   I choose to show my love for you by submitting my will to You.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Homework:
1.	Every morning begin your day by telling God you want to surrender your will to His will today.  Ask Him to make clear to you what His will is for You.  Then do it.
2.	Make a list of all the times you can remember not submitting to God’s will for you and ask Him to forgive you.  Be specific.

Group Study Questions:
1.	Do you feel that it is correct to say that Ananias was scared to step out and do what God was telling him to do?
2.	Do you agree with the statement that God is our commanding officer and to not follow orders is sin?  Why?
3.	Do you believe God already knew Ananias would submit before He asked him?
4. 	How does this statement “submission to God is the way we express love to Him” make you feel?
5.	Do you agree that Ananias will share in the rewards of Saul’s years in ministry?
6.	Are there things you feel that God wants you to do that you haven’t submitted to Him by obeying?
7.	Are there things that God doesn’t want you to do that you don’t want to stop doing?
8.	Will you choose to submit to the areas in questions 7 & 8?
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