	It’s April, and, even, though the NFL is locked out, many of us are looking forward to the NFL Draft.  It is always interesting to see who goes #1 and who your favorite team adds to their roster.  
I remember last year’s draft.  I am a Denver Broncos fan.  I, like almost the rest of the country, was stunned to see the Broncos Draft Tim Tebow in the first round.  NFL analysts ripped the Broncos for weeks over the controversial choice.  However, I for one was thrilled with the pick.  
	I am a huge fan of Tim Tebow.  To be honest, I never watched him play a single college game, but I was well aware of his reputation as a strong believer and an outstanding moral role model.  Over the years, he has taken many stands against all kinds of traps the world tried to set for him as a superstar.  
	Recently, I heard about an interview with Tim.  The reporter asked him point blank if he was staying a virgin until he got married.  Tebow respond “Yes”.  The reporter went on to say he would have been stunned to receive any other answer.  People know what Tim believes.  They know what to expect from him, and they are all impressed by him.  Even though most of us will ever be a superstar football player like Tebow, we can all have the same reputation and character as godly single men.  
Tim Tebow is a modern day Boaz.  Like Tim, people knew what to expect from Boaz.   Women respected him.  They felt safe and protected around him.  We see this in Ruth 3.
	Over the past few months we have looked at how Boaz treated Ruth, a poor widow who was working in his field.  Now the story is about to get interesting.  Naomi is Boaz’s aunt.  As a close relative, according to Israelite law of kinsman-redeemer, Boaz was supposed to marry Ruth and help her produce an heir.  After seeing the kind and generous way that Boaz  treated Ruth and knowing Boaz’s stellar reputation as a godly single man, Naomi decided to have Ruth approach Boaz and ask him to redeem her.
“1 One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home[h] for you, where you will be well provided for. 2 Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3 Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”
	Wow, that’s some plan!  Even in today’s culture, this plan would raise a few eyebrows.  However, like Tim Tebow, Boaz was known as an upright, moral man of God.  Naomi trusted him not to take advantage of Ruth or the situation.  Even more important, so did Ruth.
 5 “I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do.
	Ruth agreed to the plan.  She felt safe with Boaz.  She trusted him.  She felt comfortable around him.  She knew he had a reputation of protecting woman who gleaned in the fields and not allowing men to harm them physically or sexually.  Ruth experienced his protection firsthand, and she felt safe with him.    She knew he would never harm her.  So she agreed to the plan.
	Do women say the same about you?  Do they feel safe around you?  Do they know you are upright and trustworthy?  Or do they feel uncomfortable around you?  Do they cringe when they see you coming?  Do they see you as a protector or a player?  
	Now the narrative turns to Boaz.  Night has fallen. He has been celebrating with his pals all night.  Now they all have gone to bed.  Unknown to him, he was not in an all male environment.
	 7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet!
	Let’s take a totally honest look at ourselves.  Boaz was a single man just like us.  He had needs and felt urges.  Now he wakes up and finds a young woman lying at his feet.  If you were in his situation, what would you do?  Honestly, take a minute and think it over.  Your answer is says a lot about your character.  
Boaz is an excellent model for us.  When he realized Ruth was there, he didn’t take advantage of her.  He didn’t look at her as a way to satisfy himself.  Instead, he took care of her.  He knew it wasn’t safe to send her home at that time of night, so he made a place for her, made sure she was comfortable and warm, and protected her from any harm from the other men.
	When morning arrived and it was safe for her to go home, Boaz woke her up and made sure she left before someone found out she was there.  He did this to protect her and her reputation, not to keep secrets.  Boaz, a single man in what could be a compromising situation, acted like a mature, responsible man of God and treated Ruth with dignity and respect, not as a sexual object.
	I want us all to seriously examine ourselves.  Are we like Boaz?   Do woman feel safe around us?  
Do they know they can talk to us and have our eyes focused on their eyes and what they are saying, or do they know our eyes will be wandering as they speak with us?  
Do they feel safe working or ministering with us or do they feel uneasy and uncomfortable being around you.  Don’t doubt this:  women have a sense inside of them if a man is honorable and trustworthy.  I have heard Christian women say numerous times that there are certain men, Christian men, which make their skin crawl when they are around them.  I don’t know about you, but I do not want this to be my reputation.   I want to follow Boaz’s example and be the type of man woman respect and feel comfortable around.
	We should all strive to be the type of man that can work on a project with a woman and make her feel comfortable.   She should feel safe and protected, not like she has to be thwarting of advances.  Her husband or boyfriend should trust us enough not to worry about her working with us.  He should know that you are not a player looking to take advantage of any situation possible.   I want everyone who knows me to know that I serve God wholeheartedly and would never sin against God, him, or his wife/girlfriend by acting like anything less than a gentleman.
	When I am dating a woman, I want my reputation to be like Tim Tebow’s.   Any woman dating a man who calls himself a Christian should expect him to be committed to waiting until he is married.   They shouldn’t have to worry about saying “No” or drawing the line before things go too far.   It is the responsibility of the Christian single man to control himself and keep all physical contact well within the boundaries of Biblical standards.   Any other behavior should shock a Christian woman.   If you are not living by this standard, than you need to stop dating and address the sin in your own life.    Then you need to recommit yourself to living by God’s standards for purity.   
	This attitude is in complete opposition to what the world teaches.  Daily, men are  bombard with the message that a single guy’s mission in life should be to “hook-up” with as many woman as possible.  They present woman as objects and goals to be conquered, not as people with souls who should be respected. However, we are not supposed to be like the world.  We need to become like Jesus.
	You see, no matter who Jesus was around, He treated them respectfully.  He interacted with many types of women from all types of backgrounds.   Whether He was speaking with Joanna, the wife of the manager of Herod’s household, His friends Mary and Martha, or prostitutes and adulterous women, His goal was never to use them or take advantage of them.  Instead, He treated them with respect as God’s daughters.   He was consumed with the state of their souls and helping them overcome the damage other men had done to their souls over the years.  As a result, woman felt safe and secure around Jesus.  This is how we need to treat woman.
	So how do you stand up to the example Boaz set?  Did you feel convicted about how you have treated women?  Has the Holy Spirit shown His light on areas you need to change? 
 I encourage you to take this seriously.    Repent of the way you have treated women.  Be specific.  Allow the Holy Spirit to bring to your memory specific instances when you acted less like Boaz and more like the world in your relationships with women.   Make a list of each time He points out and repent over each one.  Then ask God to help you never degrade or treat woman this way again.  
	Talk to your accountability group about the weaknesses in your life.  Ask them to hold you accountable in this area.  Begin renewing your mind by reading the Bible.  I recommend focusing on the 4 Gospels and seeing exactly how Jesus interacted with woman.  Use our archives and read the series “Learning from Jesus’ Example How to Treat Woman.”  Most importantly, every day ask God to help you overcome your past behavior of treating woman the way you did and to help you treat them like Jesus would.  
	It is possible for us to make the change.  We can become godly men with whom all women will feel comfortable.  Boaz was such a man, and we can become one, too.

	
