	Recently, I was watching a tv show which portrayed a father and a mother having a “discussion”.   Eventually the mother got so annoyed with her husband that she walked out of the room.  As she left, the father turned to his beautiful little girl and said something to the affect that mommy was crazy.  This garnered a huge laugh from the audience; however, it made my skin crawl.  The cruel joke at the mother’s expense not only was inappropriate and wrong, but it was a step towards undermining the authority of the mother.    Even worse, it was against the word of God and a blatant sin. Why do I say that?  
 	The other day I was reading the book of Proverbs when I came across an interesting verse in the final chapter.  The chapter’s title was described as “The Virtuous Woman”.  However, buried in this chapter was a verse that every husband and father needs to hear and apply to his life.  This verse shows us why the tv dad’s behavior was a sin.
28     Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: “﻿Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all.﻿”
This verse describes a true man.  He loves his wife deeply and takes the time to teach the same love and respect to his children.  He doesn’t belittle her or undermine her authority.  He doesn’t question her judgment or values in front of the kids.  Instead, he supports her and makes her look good to the children.   I feel very strongly that this is one of the greatest gifts any man can give to his wife and kids.  Unfortunately, many men are not following this advice.
You may be saying, “Jamie, I understand.  I have not been doing all I can to support my wife.  What are some steps I can take to follow this command in the Bible?”
There are several areas of your life you can change in order to praise your wife.   First is the most obvious.  You can praise your wife vocally in front of your kids.  Speak out loud that you appreciate all the things she does to take care of you and the kids.  Be specific.   Don’t just praise her appearance.  Point out her great character qualities.  Let your kids know you appreciate your wife’s generosity.  Show them how forgiving and loving their mom is.  Show them how grateful you are for her hard work and diligence.  Take every chance to praise her in front of your children.
Also, don’t make your wife the butt of your jokes, especially in front of your kids.  When you make jokes or poke fun at your wife, often you both know you are being sarcastic or funny.  However, kids don’t always get adult sarcasm.  They just hear what Daddy says about Mommy and they run with it, saying and thinking the same things.  So watch what jokes you say around your kids.  Better yet, don’t make fun of your wife at all.
Another way to praise your children is to support your wife and back her up in front of the kids.  If your wife is disciplining the kids, do not undermine her or tell the kids you think the rule is dumb.  Support her and back her up.  Be a united front in front of the kids.  Don’t make fun of her rules or beliefs.  If your kids want to buy something and she says “No”, don’t let them come to you and get you to buy it for them.  Don’t tell them you wish you could buy it, but your mom thinks it’s bad so they can’t have it.  The Bible says when you get married, the 2 become one, and this is especially true when it comes to parenting.  You need to work together and stand united with the kids.
This is also true if you are divorced.  I want all the divorced guys out there to read this very carefully and pay attention. For whatever reason you and your wife separated, your kids still deserve to have their parents be friends and working together.  You have got to find a way to work with your wife and make sure you are both on the same page.  
Kids will play their parents against each other.  It is very easy to use your kids as pawns during a divorce.  They may come to you and say they wanted a video game but their mom said “No”.   Out of guilt or a desire to get your kids to like you more, you may be tempted to buy it for them.  Maybe you don’t have the same conviction as your ex-wife and you see no harm in it.  However, as soon as you buy the game and place it in their hands, you have undermined their mother.  Even worse, you are contributing to your children going down a path of rebellion and disobedience.  You are telling them it is okay to disobey their mom and are condoning their behavior of playing the two of you against each other. 
Think about what is best for your child and not about sticking it to your ex-wife.   No matter how difficult or painful it is for you, you have to force yourself to communicate with her.  Find out if she is okay with you buying something.  If she says “No”, respect her parental authority.  Even though you are not still together, when it comes to your children, you must be a united front.
Another warning to the divorced dad’s out there.  You must be extremely careful not to try and buy your children’s love.  Like it or not, most divorced dads are financially better off than single moms.  Often times the single mom is working hard, sometimes two jobs, to provide shelter, food and necessities for their kids.  Extra’s are often not in the budget.  It is a temptation for a single dad to buy his children’s love by getting them things the mother can’t afford.  I am not saying you shouldn’t buy your kids things.  I am saying don’t use money to get on their good side. Maybe once in awhile buy the toy or gadget, slip it to the mom, and tell her to give it to the kids.  Make it look to the kids like she bought it for them.  Work together with her.  Granted, the two of you are not together anymore, but you are still a team as far as your children go.
You may be thinking, “Jamie, you don’t understand.  You are not married and don’t have kids.  Why do you think you can teach us what to do?”
	My answer to you is that I have lived on the children’s end of things.  I grew up with an abusive father.  He emotionally and mentally abused me, my mother, and my sister.  One way he did this was to talk down my mother.  When he would get me alone, he filled my head with lies about my mom.  He lied about how she treated him.  He lied about her feelings toward me.  Every chance he got, he would tell me things that no child should hear about his parent’s relationship.  Of course, he never did anything wrong.  He put all the blame on her.  He made fun of her rules and restrictions.  He said she was too strict and that she was too radical as a Christian.  He twisted his young son’s mind and turned it against his mother.
	As a result, I grew into a rebellious teenager who had no time for his mom.  I became abusive and rebellious to her.  I caused her indescribable pain.  For many years I had an unhealthy relationship with my mom because of the lies my dad told to me.
	Years later, God exposed my father’s abusive ways.  He completely vindicated my mom and showed me all the things spoken to me about her were lies.  However, the damage was done.  I was a young man with a heart full of sin and rebellion.
	I had to begin to deal with all the lies and work through them with my mom.  Many tears and hurts had to be addressed.  Thankfully, we were able to work through the pain and develop a new relationship built on love and respect.   I can’t help but think it all could have been avoided if my dad had been like the man in Proverbs 31.  
	Now, my mom is in Heaven.  I am thankful for all the years we had together in a renewed relationship, yet I can never get back the years I lost as I lived in rebellion and obstinate towards her.   Yet, I know I am lucky.  God got through to me before it was too late.  I allowed Him to change me and make me into a new man.  Honestly, God turned me into my mother.  When you meet Jamie Holden or benefit from this ministry, you are seeing Kathy Holden.  I say I am lucky because not everyone is blessed to have restoration.
	Many kids who are influenced by their dads to live a life of rebellion never “see the light” and change their ways.  They go through life, making more and more bad decisions and living rebellious lives.   No one, not even the dad who influenced them, can get through to them to get them to change their pattern.  The decision to undermine your wife and buy the videogame could one day result in your child being imprisoned, pregnant at a young age, a drug addict, or a host of other issues because you portrayed to them rules are unnecessary or overboard.
	This is serious stuff.  I urge you from the bottom of my heart to follow this proverbial man’s example.  Never, ever, talk badly about your wife to your kids.  Even if you have gone through a messy divorce filled with hurt and pain, choose to give your kids the great gift of love and respect for their mom.  It is the greatest gift you can ever give them.
	Your children can not be your confidant.  They aren’t meant to be a shoulder you can cry on.  You can’t use them to get back at your spouse.  It isn’t fair to your spouse, and it will destroy your kids.
	Maybe after reading this, the Holy Spirit is convicting you for the way you speak or act with your wife around the kids.  Maybe God is showing you the harm that your undermining her can do.  If this is the case, I want you to know you can change.  You can start anew and begin following the command in Proverbs.  
	The first thing you need to do is to get together your wife and kids and confess the sin.  Tell them God has been convicting you for the jokes you have been making or the hurtful things you have said about their mom.  Be specific.  Ask your wife to forgive you and then ask the kids to forgive you.
	If you are divorced, you still need to do this.  Ask your ex-wife if you can speak to her and the kids together.  Ask forgiveness for times you undermined her authority or belittled her to the kids.  Ask the kids to forgive you for any time you used things or bought things to buy their love.  Be specific.  Tell them you were wrong to buy it when you knew your mom didn’t approve.  Show them they were wrong to play you against their mom, and let them know it will not happen again.   Then work out a system with your wife to discuss issues with the kids so it never happens again.
	The ball is totally in our courts. We need to step up to the plate and be men.  Praise your wife to your children.  Build her up in their eyes.  Point out her strengths and accomplishments.  Teach them to give her proper dignity and respect.  Don’t undermine her authority or belittle her beliefs.  Don’t ever make your children go through the pain I and countless others have faced.  Rise up and call your wife “Blessed” and make sure your kids hear you do it!  It is the greatest gift you can ever give to your children.
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