Handyman Hints is a new series we will be running each month.  I believe it is important for every man to have some basic knowledge of how to do home repair.  Many of us have never learned how to do this kind of work because we didn’t have a father present to teach us, or our parents hired people to do it for them.  However, we live in a different economy now.  Being able to do things yourselves can save hundreds of dollars per project.  In this tough economy, this is a great way to save money as we continue to be good stewards over the things God has blessed us with.
	It is scary to try these things for the first time.  However, you can do it!  Trust me, there is no better feeling than to finish a do-it-yourself job and to see that you were capable of doing it.  The hundreds of dollars saved is a nice bonus too.
	This month, we are going to learn that it is possible for us to be able to fix the most important seat in our house…the toilet.  I was always afraid to try and install a toilet.  For years, my dad filled me with fear to try and tackle this job.  He said that only a professional could install the wax seal that keeps a toilet from leaking.  According to him, if we did it ourselves, we would flood and have a huge mess.  I dreaded the day we would need a new toilet.
  A few months ago, our toilet finally had to be replaced.  Once again my dad started his lecture about the dangers and turmoil’s of installing a toilet ourselves, so I began calling around trying to get a plumber to come and do it for us.  No plumbers were available for a few days, and the estimates they gave us to do the installation where about $250 labor.  We were in a time crunch, so I decided to face my fear and do it myself.  It turned out it was way easier than I thought.  I felt so proud when the new toilet was installed and I had saved my family $250 dollars.  As for the wax seal that my dad had been so hysterical about, it turned out to be no big deal and it was super easy to install.
I don’t want to give you a step by step instruction on how to install a toilet.  There are hundreds of sights online to help you through the installation.  Here is an excellent tutorial complete with animated instructions  TOILET INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS If you follow the instructions at this website, you will be able to install the toilet with no problems.  I do want to share some quick tips I learned when I installed my toilet.
1          Buying the toilet
If your old toilet sweats, buy a new toilet with an insulated tank.  The insulated tanks stop condensation and sweating on the outside of the tank.
2.	 It takes 2.
Make sure you get a buddy to help you with the installation.  It isn’t hard work, but toilets are heavy and awkward for one person to handle.
3.	Use a Wet dry vac.
Before you can remove the toilet, you have to drain out the water.  The easiest and cleanest way to do this is to use a wet dry vac to suck out the remaining water.  This helps to ensure you got most of the water out. There may be a bit of remaining water in the tank so have old rags or newspaper on the floor to help mop up the water when the tank is removed. 
4.    Stuff a rag in the toilet pipe
Once the old toilet has been removed, stuff a rag into the exposed pipe. This helps keep the sewer gasses from entering the room (the fumes can make you sick) and keeps objects from falling into it.  REMOVE THE RAG FROM THE EXPOSED PIPE  BEFORE INSTALLING THE NEW TOILET.  
5.    When you have the toilet in place, you will have to tighten the bolts that hold it to the floor.  DO NOT OVERTIGHTEN.  You want the bowl to be tight to the floor, but not too tight as to crack the porcelain of the bowl.  
If you follow the instructions from the suggested webpage and take my handy hints into consideration, you will have no problem installing your new toilet.  It really is a pretty easy job to do, and the sense of pride you will feel for doing it yourself is equal in value to the tremendous amount of money you will save.  So whether it be a bathroom remodel, or a toilet emergency, I encourage you to install a toilet yourself.  I did it, and so can you!

http://www.easy2diy.com/cm/easy/diy_ht_3d_index.asp?page_id=35750085
