Heart to Heart

Willing
	The other day I was reading the Book of Exodus.   It stunned me to read the words “Those who were willing” over and over again.   It was in reference to building the Tabernacle.  There were jobs to do and the people “who were willing” did them.  
 
	I got to thinking, “What does willing mean?”   It is cheerfully consenting or ready.   Consent means to comply, agree. 

	Another thing that caught my attention was how they worked together in unity.  Unity means the state of being one–harmony, agreement.  

	There’s that word again, ‘agreement’.   Then I came across the phrase, “They made” umpteen times.   They worked hard to build the tabernacle.   It didn’t magically appear.  It ends with Moses inspecting the work on the Tabernacle.  The people did everything just as the Lord commanded and Moses blessed them.  
 
	How?   How did they do it?   Together–They worked together.   They were willing.   They agreed with God.   They obeyed God and did what He wanted done.
  
	What’s the lesson for us?   We have the responsibility to be willing to agree with God,  obey and follow the Holy Spirit.      So many Scriptures put the work or responsibility on us concerning our relationship with God. 

	Paul admonishes us to work out our salvation in fear and trembling in Philippians 2:12.

	Hebrews 2:3 says not to ignore such a great salvation.

	Philippians 4:4-8 tells us to  rejoice in the Lord; don’t be anxious; what things to think about.
	In fact, Ephesians 5:15 tells us to be careful how we live. 

	The Bible tells us our hearts contain sin and what to do about it in Ephesians 4:22-32.  

	I Corinthians 5:7 says we are to get rid of the sin in our lives.  

	Paul teaches that we are in a race and must go into strict training. 

	But the key is to be “willing”.   This takes change.  Change is scary but change is good.   About 15 years ago God tole me my life was going to change.   He was pleased to see I was willing to change and so major change was coming.   I was so excited.   God’s idea of change and my idea of change weren’t the same.

	God changed everything.   I mean everything.   I never realized how much needed changed.   I thought I had it altogether with God.   I was wrong.   I didn’t know anything.   But God wanted change so I said “Great, Let’s do it.”   (Are you laughing at me and my naiveness?)  

	What I saw in my life and what God saw in my life was shocking.   I was being deceived and God knew it,  saw it and uncovered it.   

	As a family, we had to work hard.   What would have made the whole “change adventure” good was unity.   There was none.   It was an uphill battle to get where God wanted us to go.    

	It reminds me of the 12 spies in the Old Testament.   They were given a mission because God wanted to change their lives.   Ten of the spies freaked out and got afraid and wouldn’t work with God.    Caleb and Joshua were wiling and ready to go.  

	When you are living with an unwilling person, the change is harder.   You know what God wants, you want to do what God wants, and you have resistance.    If you are willing to obey God, He will give you the strength to move with Him and do what He wants.     Resistance develops a deep root system into God.   You want the change God is offering but resistance is present all the time.   It changes you.   It makes you different.   God gets the change He wants and went after. 
  
	We are living different lives now, and like Caleb I never want to go back.   When you move forward in changing, there is nothing in the past you want.   You look back in wonderment at what was, what God did for you, where He brought you from.   I never want to go back.   Change is good, especially when God is in control.   He points His compass and moves forward.
  
	Change is good.   All God want is our willingness to change.   He knows what needs to be changed in us, our lives, our finances and even our houses.  

	When He told me major changes were coming, He meant it.   He changed our finances, our home, our hearts, our thinking, the way we lived, our habits, our relationships.   Every area of our lives was changed.   He even removed certain people from our lives that were detrimental to us.     I thank Him.  The change was hard, but worth it.   Be willing and see what He wants to do for you.   
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