	This month, as we examine how Jesus treated women, I want us to look at one of the most heart-touching stories in the New Testament.  This moment was shared by Jesus and His mother, Mary.   Jesus hung on the cross moments away from taking His last breath.  Jesus was surrounded by people who hated Him, despised Him, and were cursing His name.  However, Jesus’ attention was not directed at them.  His focus was directed to a small group of friends and relatives who were standing nearby, heartbroken and devastated.  Among this group was His mother Mary.
 25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 27and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.    John 19:25-27
	As He was dying, Jesus was concerned that His mother be taken care of and provided for after His death.  As the oldest Son, this was His responsibility.  He knew He wouldn’t physically be there to care for her anymore, so He took the steps necessary to ensure her safety and security.  He asked John to take care of her like he would his own mom.  He didn’t want her to live in fear, worried about her future.  Jesus died knowing His mother would be okay, and Mary mourned knowing her Son loved her and did everything He could to take care of her.  It is our job as godly men to follow Jesus’ example and do the same.  How do we do this?
	There are several ways to make sure we provide for the security and welfare of our loved ones after we are no longer in a position to do it ourselves.  The first way is to make sure you have a will.  It is fairly inexpensive and easy to make a will, yet you would be surprised how many men don’t have one.  They keep putting it off, thinking nothing bad can ever happen to them.  However, if something did happen and they died, their family would be left with many legal challenges because they didn’t have a will.   When you have a will, a lawyer can handle many issues which will relieve your family of that burden.  
	If you have children and both you and your wife dies, a will assures your kids go to a safe place of your choosing.  Without a will, your kids would go to next of kin or social services.  Is your next of kin the type of person you would want raising your kids?  Do they have the same morals and values you have?  A will allows you to choose exactly who you want to raise your kids the way you would want them to be raised.  It relieves a lot of stress, pressure, pain and uncertainty during a time when your loved-ones would be too grieved to handle it. However, when your family knows you took the time to prepare a will, they will know you love them and are concerned about their safety and security.  That is why it is important to take the time and deal with a topic no one really wants to face.
	The second thing you can do is to buy life insurance.  I once talked to a man who told me that it is the responsibility of a man to buy life insurance.  When I asked him what amount a man should get, he told me something I will never forget.  He said, “You need to make sure you buy enough to provide for your family’s security and future, but not too much that they don’t have to depend upon God.”   So when you decide how much life insurance to buy, think about any debt you have, your mortgage, your kid’s college education, the cost of health insurance, and other variables.  Then buy enough to pay for those costs.  It is the right thing to do, and it will help your loved ones get back on their feet should tragedy ever come. 
	It is important that YOU take the initiative to take care of this.  Don’t leave it up to your wife to handle.  Show her you care and want her to be taken care of.  Women grieve differently than men.  I see this as I watch my sister grieve after our mother’s death.  Their emotions are overwhelmed and it affects every area of their body and life.  They don’t need to be worrying about money right away as they grieve.  If something happens to you, every area of her life will change.  She will be starting life over, especially if she is a stay at home mom.  Having adequate life insurance will allow her to grieve and take her time in making major life decisions.  It will give her time to heal and seek God’s will for her life.
	Another thing you may want to consider is mortgage insurance so your family doesn’t have to be afraid of losing their home.  They have lost enough already, they don’t need to lose their home.  All of these things may take money out of your budget, but the safety and security you are giving your family is worth the sacrifice.  Hopefully, you will never need to use these things but your family will know that if something happens you loved them enough to provide for them.
	The final thing I would recommend may sound morbid, but it is very helpful to a grieving family.  We should stop and think about what you would like your funeral to be like.  Recently, my mom died.  For years, my mom talked about wanting to go to Heaven and be with Jesus.  When she talked about it, she always told us what kind of funeral she wanted, a closed-casket, grave-side funeral.  When she died, it made the funeral preparations easier because we knew what she wanted.  We knew she didn’t want a viewing or a meal.  One thing she did want was for me to preach a salvation message so all of her loved ones would hear the Gospel.  This knowledge helped us greatly, especially when others tried to get us to plan things the way they wanted.  We could say, “No, these were her wishes.”
	Take time to think about what you want your service to be like.  Give your family some direction so they don’t have as hard a time trying to make arrangements.  Write your wishes down.  Think about what you want said, who you want to say it, things like that.  I know we don’t like to think about such things, but it really is helpful to those we leave behind.
	I have one last point on these things.  MAKE SURE YOU TELL THOSE YOU LOVE THAT YOU MADE A PLAN OF HOW YOU WANT YOUR FUNERAL TO BE.  ALSO, TELL THEM WHERE IT IS AT.  My mom had written a list of things she wanted me and my sister to have if anything ever happened to her.  She told us about it and where she put it, but to be honest, neither of us thought she would die for years and years, so we didn’t pay attention. After she died, we had no idea where she put it.  We searched everywhere, but we can’t find it.  So make sure they listen to you.  They don’t have to read it, but make sure they know where it is located.
	Also make sure your loved one knows the financial affairs of the family.  Let her know where the important documents such as the will and life insurance papers are located.  Be sure they know how much life insurance you purchased and what she needs to do to collect it should the unthinkable happen.  It doesn’t have to be discussed every day, just make sure it is discussed at least once so she knows how to deal with things.
	The final thing we can do to help take care of those we love is to make sure we don’t leave any issues resolved.  Things happen so fast, so we can’t ever have the attitude that we can let things go and deal with it later.  That was one tremendous gift my mom left me and my sister.  She never left things resolved.  She always resolved everything, even if she had to hunt you down and make you deal with it. However, now that she is gone, I can honestly say that we have no regrets.  We miss her, but we know there was nothing unsettled between us.  So I encourage you to always settle arguments and disagreements.  Don’t go to work or to bed without resolving things, because life happens fast and none of us knows if we have a tomorrow to put things off until later.	
	I know this is a tough subject to deal with, however, Jesus expects His sons to do it. He took care of His loved ones before He died, and He wants us to do the same.  He understands woman and the need they have to feel loved, protected, and secure.  He knows women worry about losing those they love and how they will go on without them. He expects us to make sure they feel this way.  I encourage you to take this article seriously and take the necessary measures to provide for those you love.
