	It’s October.  The nights are turning chilly and the days are shorter.  We know all too well that winter is on its way. Now’s the time when homeowners should get their home ready for the upcoming cold weather. I want to help you know how to do it.   From the roof to the inside out, you can get ready for winter.
1.  On the roof
	Let’s start with the chimney.   If you have a chimney, you should check it for loose mortar and masonry.   Now let’s move to the roof.    Check to see if there area shingles loose or missing.    The best way to do this is to use a good pair of binoculars…it's easier and much safer than using a shaky old ladder. 
	While you are checking these things, check your soffits for signs of moisture build-up. Soffit is the underside of an eave.   Also check you gutters.  Clean out accumulated leaves and messy "gunk" from gutters and drainpipes.  Then run water through the gutters to make sure they drain properly and don't leak.   You may need to repair or replace any broken parts.  Still it is better to make minor repairs now than major repairs later if the roof leaks or the gutters cause damage. 
2.  Inside Your Home 
	The number one thing to do to prepare the inside of your house for winter is to make sure your furnace is working properly.   It will get very cold if your furnace breaks. It is good to have your furnace professionally cleaned and maintained.  You should have your furnace system serviced once a year or as recommended by your manufacturer (or gas or oil company). Many chores, such as lubricating pumps, fans and motors, draining radiators, etc., are relatively easy. You might want to have a professional service them, and show you how, so you can do it in the future. 
	If you plan to use a wood stove or fireplace this year, check your chimney before hand for soot build-up. It should be cleaned before it reaches one-fourth inch thickness inside the chimney flu.  We have our chimney swept every 2 years.  Also, close the chimney damper when not in use, but don't forget to open them before you light the fires! 
	The next thing to do is check all windows and doors for air leaks. The average American home has leaks that amount to a nine-square-foot hole in the wall, according to EarthWorks Group.   Most of these leaks can be fixed be re-caulking windows and doors.   A five dollar tube of caulk can save you loads of money in heating your home.
	If you have screens in your windows, you should take them out and replace them with storm windows.   Storm windows provide an extra barrier against the cold and stop cold air from getting thru.  They may be costly, but are worth the investment.   If you do not have storm windows, you should install a window insulator kit.   Basically, the kit is plastic sheeting that's affixed to a window’s interior with double-stick tape. A hair dryer is then used to shrink-wrap the sheeting onto the window.
	It is also important to check to see if you need to add insulation to the existing insulation in your attic.   A good rule of thumb is if you can see your ceiling joist, then you need more insulation.  It isn’t very expensive to buy a roll of two of insulation and lay them between the joists, but it will save you loads of money as you heat your house.  If you're layering insulation atop other insulation, don't use the kind that has "kraft face" finish (i.e., a paper backing). It acts as a vapor barrier and can cause moisture problems in the insulation.
	Here is another tip I have learned and done to my house.  Clean and vacuum your baseboard heaters, heating ducts and vents.  You would be shocked to see the amount of dirt and dust that gets into your heat.  By simply vacuuming the heat, you free up the ability for the heat to rise and warm your house. 
	A final way to stop cold air from leaking into your home is to put outlet insulators into outlets of exterior walls.  These are basically flat caps with prongs that you stick into an unused outlet.  They can be found at any hardware store.  
	Oh yeah, don’t forget to remove or winterize your air conditioners.  Leaving a window air conditioner in through the winter causes a tremendous loss of heat. 
3.  Outside Your Home 
	Now that your roof is all fixed and the interior of your house is winterized, we need to turn out attention to the outside.  As we enter fall and prepare for winter, we should put away or cover outdoor furniture and barbecues.  I like to give them a good scrubbing before I store them away.  Then we need to Drain and shut off sprinkler systems and other exterior water lines to avoid frozen and broken pipes.   Also, unhook any hoses from outside faucets and drain all of the water from the hose.
	Next, we need to rake away all leaves from the house.  If we leave them against the house through the winter, they can prevent melting snow from draining properly, causing the water to leak into your house.  What a mess!   To make sure water flows away properly, spray your homes foundation with a hose, or watch closely during a rainstorm, to see if water runs away from the house. A little shoveling to reshape the earth next to the house may make the water run away from the foundation.   Also, make sure the downspouts carry water at least three feet away from the house and onto ground that slopes and drains away from the house. 
	Another way to protect your foundation and home is to clean out window wells thoroughly.   I recommend buying plastic window well covers.  We installed these to our home after a skunk wandered by and fell into the window well.  The plastic wells not only keep dirt and debris from building up, but they also keep animals from “dropping in” for a visit.
	Finally, you should trim back any branches that are close to your house or power lines.  This keeps snow and ice from knocking them down causing damage.  Face it, who wants to be without power or have a branch crash through their window in the middle of a blizzard?  A few hours trimming branches will keep your house safe from trees.
	We can’t avoid winter and its bad weather.  However, we can be good stewards over God’s money and possessions and prepare for the winter months.  An afternoon of winter prep will help us stay safe and warm through the long winter’s months. 
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