“I struggle with feeling like I am never good enough as a man.  I have never measured up to other guys.  I always felt like they were stronger, more capable, and just all-around better men.  All that ever seems to come my way is rejection and feelings of inadequacy.  There is no way God can ever use a man like me.”
So many men have felt this way in their lives, including me.  I don’t know about you, but I have often felt there is no way God can use me, I just am not good enough.  However, God has helped me in this area, and I am going to share my story with you.  God taught me that if He could use Zacchaeus, He can definitely use me and you!
One of my favorite stories in the Bible is about Zacchaeus.   Zacchaeus was a short man. His height was probably a source of pain throughout his life.  It made him feel inferior to the other men around him who picked on him, teased, and bullied him.  Like many men with physical challenges, Zacchaeus was always setting set out to prove He was a real man.  
Zacchaeus worked for the Roman Government as a tax collector.  With that came a sense of power and authority.  He used this power to exploit the people by overcharging them.  If anyone came against him, he could tax them for everything they owned.  However, even all this power didn’t satisfy him.  It didn’t make him feel complete.  He was still searching for something.  He wanted what we all want…love and acceptance for who he was, shortness and all.
One day, Jesus came to Zacchaeus’ town.  Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, so he climbed a sycamore tree.  From its branches, he could see the entire parade.  As Jesus walked by the sycamore tree, he stopped and looked up at Zacchaeus standing in the tree and said to him, “Come down here.  I am coming home with you for dinner.”
Zacchaeus must have been stunned.  Jesus was surrounded by religious leaders, businessmen, healthy men, and good Jews.  Yet, Jesus didn’t invite Himself to their homes.  He wanted to spend time with Zacchaeus.
I believe at that moment, Jesus had a friend and follower for life.  In Jesus, Zacchaeus found love, acceptance, and friendship.  Suddenly, he didn’t feel alone.  Someone wanted him.  Someone saw his value as a person, not just his height.  Instead of rejection and torment, Zacchaeus found love and acceptance.  Even more, he found forgiveness.  He no longer felt a need to prove anything to anyone except Jesus.  Jesus wanted him.
Because of Jesus’ love, Zacchaeus was able to overcome his manhood issues.  Not only that, he stopped cheating and stealing as a tax collector.  He gave back double what he took from people.  The only approval Zacchaeus needed was from Jesus, his new Savior and Friend.
I can relate to Zacchaeus’ story.  I grew up with physical problems that affected my body, especially my feet.  I walk differently than everyone else, and I could never run or be athletic.  In a culture that equates sports with manhood, I always felt like an incomplete man, like I wasn’t good enough.  I overcompensated to prove I was a man.  I became loud and the life of the party.  I was funny and nonsensical, always making jokes.  I did whatever I had to whenever I had to do it to show the other guys around me I was as good as they were.  There were always people around me and everyone liked me, but they didn’t know that I didn’t like myself.  Deep inside I was a scared, sad, and a lonely man who wanted to hide.
Then God made me look at myself.  He made me see how much I hated myself and my body.   He showed me how foolish and unwise I was acting to make myself feel like a man.  Then He started putting me back together.
He showed me how much He loved me.  He let me see how He hurt when I hurt.  God began telling me what He saw as a real man…someone who loves Him, serves Him, and follows Him wholeheartedly.  He dismantled the lies in my head about myself and began filling me with His truth and love. Even though I still have a painful limp every time I take a step, I know God loves and wants me for who I am, not for how I walk.
What about you?  Do you struggle with manhood issues?  Is there something in your life that makes you feel inferior or like less of a man?  Is it a physical problem?  Is it because you struggled in school?  Did you have an abusive father who wrecked your self-esteem?  No matter what the cause, Jesus stands there with love and compassion.  Just as with Zacchaeus, He wants you, loves you, and accepts you.  He wants to develop a deep, meaningful relationship with you.  He is the only person Who can fill the needs inside of you.  He wants to do it today.
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